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SUMMARY

Tabulation being the method employed in this study, all the syllables of Kuang-yun
( EERR |) and the Ch'ao-chou ( ¥/ ) dialect are included in eighty-seven tables. Each table
represents one final in that dialect, and all the characters in Kuang-yun which are pro-
nounced according to a certain final of the modern Ch‘ao-chou dialect are given in the table
of that final concerned.

Only one character is chosen as exemplar from a syllable. The exemplars in the tables in
this book (altogether 362 pages), therefore, represent all the 26,194 characters of Kuang-
yun as pronounced in the modern Ch‘ao-chou dialect. The traditional way to express the
value of Chinese characters is by fan-ch’ieh (=] ), but the new method is by |.P.A. (Inter-
national Phonetic Alphabet), which denotes the sounds correctly. According to a survey
conducted in Taiwan, only 4,309 Chinese characters are in everyday use. It follows that in
the study of ancient Chinese writings, the pronunciation of many characters can only be
determined by the fan-ch’eh method used in dictionaries. But such method does not
guarantee satisfactory results; and further, because of the change of pronunciation in the
course of time, we cannot always succeed in deriving the correct pronunciation of one
character by the spelling of two.

This book has been written with the aim of solving the above-mentioned problem. The
sound value of fan-chjeh and |.P.A. of every exemplar is fully shown in the tables. The
|.P.A. on the left side in every table indicates the initials of the Ch’ao-chou dialect. As to the
six horizontal spaces in the upper part of each table, the |.P.A. in the top space denotes the
finals of the modern pronunciation of the Ch‘ao-chou dialect; the second space, the tones;
the |.P.A. in the third space, the initials in Kuang-yun; the fourth space, the rhyme groups;
the fifth space, the rhymes of Kuwang-yun; and the sixth space, the k‘ai he teng hu
( B {5 % ) of the character in a particular table.

To use the tables, the reader will try to find out: (1), from a box the exemplar whose
pronunciation is being sought after; (2), the initial as in the modern pronunciation from the
left-hand column facing the exemplar; and (3), from the above-mentioned top space the
final as in the modern pronunciation. (Both the initials and finals in the tables are
transcribed in |.P.A.) With the combination of the initial and the final plus the tonal value
shown in the second space, the modern pronunciation of the exemplar is obtained. Further-
more, the initials of Kuang-yun in connection with the particular exemplar can be found
from the third horizontal space as mentioned above. The fourth space indicates the
character’s rhyme group; the fifth space, the rhyme classes; and the sixth space, the k‘ai
k'ou he k'ou ( B4 ) and classification of the exemplar.When the fan-ch’ieh of the
exemplar is attained by checking against the rhyme classes in Kuang-yun, homonyms are no
longer a problem.

The tones also deserve some mentioning. The Ch‘ao-chou dialect has eight tones, i.e. first
even, first rising, first departing, first entering, second even, second rising, second departing
and second entering. The high and low of their tonal quality can be appreciated from the
following diagram:

B2 o first even 33: B5F 7] second even 55:
B=E  \ first rising 42: B E ] second rising 324:
k2% ] first departing 213: B2 | second departing 11:

BEA .| firstentering 2 B5A  °| second entering &t
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