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Abstract iii

Abstract

The aim of the present work is to put forward a preliminary discussion on the pat-
terns of creating Xixia characters. Using for reference of the Six Classification, a tradi-
tional theory on Chinese script, and the Tibetan orthographic rules, we shall systemati-
cally analyze and conclude the structures of Xixia characters and investigate the patterns
and rules of character creation.

There are two preconditions for concluding and summarizing the patterns of creating
Xixia characters, one is to make clear of their structures; the other is to understand their
creation methods. The aim of analyzing the structure of Xixia characters is to seck the
relationship between individual components and their relationship with the whole charac-
ter in order to integrate the glyphs into their pronunciation and meaning. The basic ele-
ments in script formation proves to be shape, sound and meaning, so the main task of
philological study should be discussing the relationship among the three. For the above
purpose, we summarize the structure of Xixia characters from two aspects of form and
meaning. Based on the different principles and methods of creating characters, we di-
vide the formation of the Xixia characters into Chinese type and Tibetan type. Under
the guidance of the Six Classification theory, the Xixia characters in Chinese type may
be summarized, according to omission or non — omission of the components in the char-
acters being explained, in three following patterns: non — omission with non — omission,
non — omission with omission, omission with omission. Each pattern may be divided in-
to several subcategories. By mrntatmg Tibetan orthographic rules, the basic structure of
Xixia characters in Tibetan type may be generalized as a pattern of " basic glyph with
additional mark". According to the different position of the marks, the structure can al-
so be subdivided into the types of superscript, subscript, prescript, postscript and mid-
script. The semantic relation among the components in forming a character proves to be
its semantic structure. Considering the intimate relationship between components and
the forming characters, the semantic structure of Xixia characters may be divided into
two categories of concentric and non - concentric structure. To distinguish the semantic

compounds in Xixia characters in this way is the foundation to describe the relation be-
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tween the components and the whole character. Lots of basic Chinese glyphs developing
from pictographs became radicals in reproducing more and more Chinese characters.
Except some basic characters, other Chinese ones may be generally treated as combina-
tions through permutation of basic radicals. Xixia characters were produced in the way
similar to what was carried in Chinese ones. The Xixia basic characters were created
first, and accordingly, a large quantity of other characters were produced in the way of
addition, combination and transposition. Chinese characters originated from picto-
graphs, but the origin of Xixia basic characters remain unknown. The origin of Xixia
basic characters have been indefinable, although some derivation clues of several charac-
ters might be found in Chinese and non — Chinese scripts.

Understanding the structure and the creating methods of Xixia characters, we con-
clude and summarize nine patterns in two categories of Xixia character creation. The
two categories indicate the Tibetan type and the Chinese type while nine patterns indicate
five Tibetan types and four Chinese types, 1. e, superscripts, subscripts, prescripts,
postscripts and midscripts in Tibetan type and semantic compounds, semantic — phonetic
compounds and semantic borrowings. Xixia characters of Tibetan type were produced
in the way of addition. Semantic compounds, semantic — phonetic compounds and pho-
netic compounds of Chinese type were produced in the way of combination while seman-
tic borrowings in that of transposition. The nine patterns of character creation may be
summarized as; 1) basic character with superscript, 2) basic character with subscript,
3) basic character with prescript, 4) basic character with postscript, 5) basic character
with midscript, 6) semantic compound, 7) semantic — phonetic compound, 8) phonetic
compound, and 9 ) semantic borrowing. The Xixia semantic compounds of Chinese
type are most numerous, accounting for about 43% of the total, then semantic - phonet-
ic compounds accounting for about 27% , basic — additional characters of Tibetan type
accounting for about 10% , and at last, phonetic compounds and semantic borrowings
accounting for less than 5% . The formation of a few words remains unknown.

It is by the aid of the Tangut rhyme dictionary Wenhai that we are able to under-
stand the structure of the Xixia characters. Above conclusion and summary on the meth-
od and pattern of Xixia character creation come from that work. Even so, we have to
unequivocally criticize Wenhai because lots of " word to word" and " begging the ques-

tion" explanation there covered the truth of character creation and prevented us from
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understanding the structure of Xixia character correctly. The " word to word" com-
mentaries of Wenhai, limited to four formats, prove to be the congenital flaw that can
never explain the additional symbols and basic characters. As non - formation compo-
nents, addition marks, without any specific semantic meaning, are used for differentia-
ting homophone; or synonyms. The authors of Wenhai rigidly used them as real charac-
ters in their commentaries so that brought about a lot of contradictions. Wenhai and oth-
er Tangut dictionaries evidently represented begging the question in their interpretations
of the glyph structure. It is rather serious that the proportion of such interpretations raise
above 30% . Tangut dictionaries show us varied representations of begging the question.
It may be briefly summarized in two categories. 1. Begging the question directly: 1) ex-
plaining with the original form, i. e., the explained character is included in its explai-
ning character, just as putting the cart before the horse, 2) begging the question within
two entries, 1. €., character A is used to explain B, while B is used to explain A, mak-
ing no sense of what is the original. II. Begging the question indirectly: Two characters
seemingly do not contact each other, but both contact with the third one, 1. e., form-
ing an indirect cycle that character A has nothing to do with B, B is associated with C,
and C is associated with A.

There is also a large part of the content in this book, which is configuration material
recently proposed by us. Under the guidance of the Six Classification theory of Chinese
characters and the Tibetan orthographic rules, we can use the patterns of Xixia character
creation summarized above to reconstruct the configuration of Xixia characters which was
lost their interpretation in Tangut dictionaries. Because Xixia characters are no longer
used In practice, it is impossible to trace their origin by one hundred percent, thus, for
some problems insoluble temporarly or forever, we have to leave them for the future.
To sum up, for the configuration and structure of a few Xixia characters difficult to anal-
ysis, we would rather leave the questions open than giving ignorant twaddle as Wenhai
did.

Under the influence of regular Chinese characters, Xixia characters created by Tan-
guts were ideographs in another type. Their structure also largely modeled on the princ-
ple of Chinese character formation, so it is feasible for us to analyze them with Six Clas-
sification theory. In turn, analyzing Xixia characters with Six Classification theory, we

also felt this theory in different aspects in another writing system which deepens our un-
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derstanding. The reason why we put the so — called transposition characters in accord-
ance with zhuanzhu, 1. e., semantic borrowing in Six Classification is not only that
these Xixia characters are correspond with kao % and lao % given by Xu Shen for ex-
ample, but also that a large number of Xixia characters can be created in this regular
way. Similarly, we hold that Tanguts carried forward the fangie method, not only be-
cause there are lots of fangie spelled characters in Xixia script used phonetically, but also
because they functioned as notional words, expanding the usage of fangie spelling and
changing its original intention. In addition, under the influence of bilingual action, the
Xixia semantic — phonetic compounds concerning Chinese pronunciation are special as
well.

To analyze Xixia characters with Six Classification theory and Tibetan orthographic
rules will contribute to improve our understanding of Xixia characters and have its im-
portant academic value of in — depth study of Xixia character as well. Caused by their
complex shape difficult to be mastered, there are several variants or wrongly written
characters in Xixia xylographs and manuscripts. Correct identification on their authentic-
ity will be achieved by analyzing structure of the characters. Most Xixia characters func-
tion as both semantic and phonetic components. It will be significantly consultable for
phonetic reconstruction if their phonetic components are determined through analyzing
the formation structure. The meanings of several Xixia characters remain unknown.
Accurate analyses on their formation structure will help us to give out semantic explana-

tions.
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