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tRIERL S . R
h i?;:j‘[‘;' Ha i The small i1sland state of Singapore 1s unique
- in the region. Not only is it a very young country
— independence came in 1965 — but it 1s a land
\ of immigrants, in which people from three distinct

backgrounds, Chinese, Malay, and Indian, live side by
side 1n harmony.

Singapore’s multicultural harmony is no accident.
From the beginning, realizing that its people were
its most precious 1ssct ', the government made free
education for all a national priority”, with schools
teaching positive attitudes as well as essential knowledge
and skills. This is an ciicrgetic’, “can do” society, whose

citizens are often worried about not keeping up with

1

1 . . . .
the Joneses | ory as it 1s portrayed in Singapore, “kiasu,”

22

from the Hokkicn” word meaning “to miss out”,
On August 9, 1965, the national leadér Lee Kuan

Yew faced the unknown when he announced that

Singapore had been forced to leave the newly formed

Federation of Malaysia. Many commentators feared the

worst, for this newly created republic had no natural
resources, was tiny compared to its neighbors, and only
had its deep water harbor, its commercial skills, and its

close proximity to the rest of Asia to rely on. Within

fifteen years, however, Singapore had transformed itself



into an economic powerhouse' and become a byword”
for technical excellence.

Yet despite its Western veneer’, the visitor is
quickly reminded that the “Lion City” is most definitely
Asian. Although many of the traditional cultural values
of the communities living there have been challenged
by the demands of the modern Singaporean state,
their underlying philosophies remain intact. It is
therefore difhcult to talk about a typical Singaporean,
for this would depend on whether one was referring to
someone of Chinese, Malay, or Indian descent. By and
large, however, this 1s a very goal-oriented, mcritocrat
society. It 1s also fair to say that the three ethnic
groups share certain Asian values — belief in ordered
relationships, obligation, respect for traditions, polite
behavior, and the protection of face, both for oneself
and for others.

Culture Smart! Singapore introduces the foreign
visitors to the rich and varied cultures and customs
of Singapore’s communities. It shows what motivates
people, how they interact with each other and with
outsiders, and tells you what to expect and how to
behave in unfamiliar situations. In doing so, it offers you
a fuller, more rounded experience of this fascinating

society.

Introduction
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