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Abstract As a major subfield of human geography, cultural geography
embraces different definitions depending on different contexts and philosophi-
cal traditions. Rather than offering a grand narrative, the writers of this essay
provide an open-ended discussion of cultural geography with three parallel
“takes” . Take One unfolds in a linear narrative the ongoing progress of cul-
tural geography, beginning with “origins”, and then “ classical”, then
“new”, “newer” and finally, “newest” cultural geography, recording the
representative theorists and their thoughts from 1920s until today. Take Two
complicates the overly linear narrative of Take One, and illustrates the ways
in which some themes in cultural geography existing persistently, such as the
idea of culture “as a way of life”, the concept of “landscape” and “the
cultural turn” . Take Three discusses how to re-place “the human” in re-
search and thinking, emphasizing the agency of non-human actors, as well
as the necessity to conduct analysis of the sensory pathways. We are also con-
cerned with how researchers should negotiate their own political, institutional
and geographical positions so as to avoid partialities in teaching and research.

Key words cultural geography; culture landscape; cultural turn
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