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8. Pioface

China is the home of tea. The
tea culture has become a special
mark in Chinese people in the past
thousands years. Tea sets are an
important carrier of tea culture.
Appearing together with tea
culture, existing and developing
along, teaware also has special
and profound culture connotation.
Those who love tea must also
be interested in the simple,
unsophisticated and beautiful
old teaware. We could feel the
lifestyle of those ancient people
who enjoyed drinking tea. People
at present can also have the same
feelings for tea as ancient people.
When did the first tea set
come out? What are the differences
between teawares in ancient times

and today? Why did people in the
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Song Dynasty prefer black-glazed bowl?
Why were purple clay teapots so popular in
the Ming and the Qing Dynasties? In order
to present readers with an overall idea of old
Chinese teawares, this book introduces the
history of traditional teawares and the basic
knowledge of their different materials in
detail. We hope as readers know more about
traditional Chinese teawares, they can also
understand true Chinese taste and appreciate

this culture.
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The Development of Tea Customs
and Teawares
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Teaware is one of the daily utensils that Chinese people have used
for a long time. With the development of tea making techniques,

tea custom and tea culture, teaware has changed correspondingly in

materials, shapes and types in the past thousands years.
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Portrait of Shen Nong

> Tea Customs and Teawares
before the Tang Dynasty

China is well-known as the hometown
of tea. The tea tree was originally a
wild plant and people did not know its
functions and uses at the beginning. In
the late stage of the Neolithic Period,
Chinese people were the first to discover
tea and thus began the history of tea
drinking.

There is a legend about the origin
of the tea custom. It is said that in the
primitive society about 5000 years
ago, there was Shen Nong, a leader
of a Central Plains tribe. He invented
ploughs and plowshares for farming and
taught people to grow food. He was the
first to discover herbal medicine and
help people to heal wounds. Naturally,
Shen Nong was also the first person to
discover tea. He found out that this plant

was not only delicately scented, but also
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The king of Tea trees in Qian Jia Village,
Zhenyuan County, Yunnan Province

In the primitive forest two kilometers from the
Qian Jia Village Site, Zhenyuan County, Yunnan
Province, there are thousands of scattered and
wild tea trees. One of them is a wild tea tree with
the height of 18.5 meters and the perimeter of
2.82 meters. 2700-year-old and an absolutely
rare treasure, it is the oldest wild tea tree
discovered yet.

had the function of thirsty quenching,
mind refreshing, urine inducing and
detoxicating...This is just a legend, but
it reflects the fact that Chinese people
discovered and used tea thousands of
years ago.

People began to settle down and
make potteries in the era of Shen Nong.
At that time, they only realized the

medicinal value of tea, so they often
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Small mouth, pointed bottomed ceramic
bottle from Yang Shao Culture (late period of
Neolithic Period)
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Ceramic bowl (Warring States Period 475
B.C.-221B.C.)

simply chewed them. Therefore, there
was no teaware for special use then.
Ceramic pots and bowls in Neolithic
Period can be taken as the origin of
teaware, because besides chewing tea,
ancient people might cook and use it
with other vegetables. Even today, the
Jino ethnic minority in Xishuangbanna,
Yunnan Province, also has this traditional
cold dish.

In the Shang and the Zhou Dynasties
(1600 B.C.-256 B.C.), historical books
did not record much about tea. Only a
few mentioned that people in Ba Shu area
(now Sichuan Province) grew tea trees
and offered tea as tribute to the Emperor
of Zhou. In addition, Ba Shu area is also
the origin to take tea as a drink. In the
time of the Warring States Period, the
Qin State defeated Ba Shu, and then tea
popularized through the country.

From the Han Dynasty (206 B.C.-
220 A.D.) to the period of the Three
Kingdoms and the Southern and Northern
Dynasties (220-589), there were more
records about the use of tea. People had
very different ways of drinking tea at that
time. Fresh tea leaves would be smashed,
dried and mixed with rice cream to
solidify. Then they were reserved as tea

cakes. When people wanted to drink
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Celadon tea cup with dove pattern from
Yue Kiln (Western Jin Dynasty 265-317)

tea, they should bake the tea cake till
it became red, smash it to powder and
then put it in containers. People drank
tea by mixing them with boiling water
and sometimes put scallion and ginger
as seasonings. They had special teawares
to make tea cakes, bake tea, smash tea
or drink it. The most important teaware
was the tea bowl, and there was the
tea bowl base at that time. It is worth
mentioning that there were a number of
ceramic and porcelain teawares in this
period, especially celadon teaware from
Yue Kiln. This is because the prosperous

development of Yue Kiln in the southern
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Celadon bowl and base (Eastern Jin Dynasty
317-420)

The celadon bowl and base from Ywe Kiln in the
Eastern Jin Dynasty (317-420) were glazed like
jade. After nearly 2000 years, the glazed surface
has minor hacking. The bowl and base were stuck
together at that time. This design keeps the bowl!
from falling from the base when tea is served.
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part of China. Celadon from the South
plays an important role in the history of
traditional Chinese porcelains. Porcelain
is heat-resistant, has a smooth glaze and
is easy to wash. Compared with ceramic
utensils, porcelains have more advantages
and are accepted by more people. Not
only the upper noble people liked them,
but also common people took them as
necessary daily utensils. Therefore, there
appeared a large number of ceramic and

porcelain tea bowls and bases.
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Hacking

Hacking, a natural phenomenon of glazed porcelain surface cracking used to be formed by
mistake and was a defect in the process of firing porcelains. However, people noticed that the
glazed surface had a special kind of beauty with cracks, so they began to learn to make Hacking
Glaze (Cracked Glaze) on purpose as a unique decoration of porcelains. In the Song Dynasty
(960-1279), Ru Kiln, Official Kiln and Ge Kiln all had these Hacking products, among which Ge
Kiln was the most famous one. Hacking glaze is categorized by color as eel blood, gold and iron
wire, and light yellow fish egg lines, while by shape there are the web pattern, the plum blossom,
and broken bits patterns.
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Imitated Ge Kiln glazed bowl (Qing Dynasty 1644-1911)

After the Song Dynasty, every dynasty imitated porcelains from Ge Kiln. These imitations
are called “Imitated Ge Kiln". However, none of them can match the artistic effect of those
from Ge Kiln in the Song Dynasty (960-1279).

£

RS mA TR

A S

)J
3

$31eMe3 | pue SWO3SN) B3] JO Juawdo@Asq ay ).



[
=4
-]

)

5136 3] WBUY
i

(/JFB ImRAOk

> ERNFRHREFRR

JE AR — AN A 24 i 7 e b
W, i IFE LR E 6 g
B, BT, REFEM (713—
756) , KIEHIY BN E X F Sk
Mo AMIVEBEH, XHEMAER
iR H IR, el B3R5 & AR
s e iE . 251K 2
I, MABERZARSE, bt
RS NP BB .

JEA 2

JER R R E AR,
B RIEERE . BT R
W, FEARBME, SURIFE T,
M A 7= ) Fe T BB AR A ]
it N, AT A4
Ko HTFRM PRI FEMN L
Ft, HEMIFIRIE R A IERM E

> Tea Customs and Teawares

in the Tang Dynasty

The Tang Dynasty (618-907) is a
relatively open period in ancient China.
After the hard work of several dynasty
founders, the Tang reached the height
of great material wealth in Kaiyuan and
Tianbao periods (713-756). People lived a
prosperous life, so they had an increasing
pursuit for spiritual life. In this period,
drinking tea did not only mean roughly
satisfying thirst or for medication. It
became a process of pursuing art, which
was also named by later generations as

the “tasting period” .

The Custom of Tea Making in the
Tang Dynasty

People in the Tang Dynasty grew more
tea than before, and there saw a great

increase in tea output. Due to the big
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White-glazed tea stove and boiler (Tang
Dynasty 618-907)

Since people in the Tang Dynasty mainly boiled or

fried tea, tea boiler was an important teaware at
that time.

difference of weather in northern and
southern parts of China, the qualities
of tea in different places varied a
lot under different geographical and
climatic conditions. High quality teas
stood out after people’s comparison and
assessment. The imperial court began
to take tea as an important object to
collect tax as its output and consumption
rose. Tea tax was a main source of state
revenue. At the same time, the imperial
court opened Tribute Tea Station in
Guzhu (now Huzhou, Zhejiang Province)
and dispatched officials to monitor the
processing of tribute tea. The best teas
were all controlled by the royal family.
If officials performed outstandingly in
work, or when foreign guests made state
visits, the emperor would award them
with tea.

People in the Tang Dynasty had
a relatively sophisticated process of
drinking tea. In other words, their way of
drinking tea had more sense of art. This
is mainly decided by different ways of
making tea. Cake tea was the main form
then. People paid particular attention to
“boiling” or “frying” their tea. Lu Yu,
the sage of tea, recorded 28 teawares
for different uses in The Classic of Tea.

In ordinary families, people might just
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