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Preface

The earliest avenue appeared as alameda in England in 1625. In the area of Moire Fils in
London, public walkway was set, plane trees were planted, creating a new concept of urban
walkway planting. One man sows and another reaps. Well-known world boulevard such
as Linden Avenue in Berlin, Champs Elysees Planetree Avenue in Paris improve the urban
ecological landscape greatly, which are good places for leisure and travel.

The earliest street trees appeared in Shanghai in 1865, when International Settlement
authorities first planted on the Yangzi Road ( Zhong Shan Dong Yi Road today) of the Bund.
After the establishment of Shanghai city in 1927, trees were planted along the roads.

After the foundation of PRC, Shanghai started city planning and construction in
accordance with the unified plan made by CPC Central Committee. In the new era, the process
of street trees planting developed. Especially since the reform and opening, in the 1990s,
with the large-scale urban construction and renovation, the pace of street trees planting was
accelerated. Therefore, avenues have become the urban scenery. In the new century, with
much attention given by the municipal government, the construction of Shanghai Avenue aims
high. Avenue development was included in Shanghai’s 12th five-year plan of national economic
and social development. Every county follows the goal of three “100”, that is, to create and
name 100 avenues, transform and renovate 100 avenues, and reserve 100 avenues, in order to
accelerate and promote the implementation of the plan. Among the spring wind, trees shade
the street. Avenues in Shanghai are embracing the pedestrian with new outlook.

Shanghai Boulevard, as a linear ecological factor in urban ecological system, a vigours
ecological element, embellishes urban road, connects parks and green space, opens up
the green network and enlarges the ecological function. Shanghai Boulevard, a unique
cultural appeal takes root in the urban life and takes on various Shanghai styles, which are
more charming in the shade of the avenues. Shanghai Avenue is a part of the public life and
becomes the soft power of a livable and harmonious city.

Shanghai Avenue is the source of pride and happiness for Shanghai people.

Lu Yuexing

Director General of Shanghai City Greening and City Appearance Management Bureau
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Introduction

In the modern history of China, roads of Hengshan, Sinan, Wukang of Shanghai are famous
at home and abroad. The two sides are lined with delicate and calm toned old villa embraced
by branches of street trees and their shadow. In the hot and gloomy afternoon, if you listen
carefully, you could hear the voice of the street trees; in the morning when red leaves float
down, if you observe carefully, you could see trees are waving their arms and calling for you.
Countless street trees in Shanghai constitute a flashing green name, “Shanghai Avenue”.

The shady and cool summer under the plane trees alongside Hengshan Road, its golden
autumn coupled with humanistic landscape architecture on the road, once made the avenue
renowned. Now, countless human landscape avenues suffused with memories like Hengshan
Road are still going on with their stories. At the same time, numerous emerging, ecological and
naturalized avenues develop vigorously. All this is adding infinite charm to Shanghai along with
the new rhyme.

In this era, Shanghai avenues are not doomed to play just a supporting role in the city.
Last year's National Urban Work Conference proposed “coordinating the three layouts of
production, life and ecology, to improve the livability of urban development”, and “the main
objective of urban work is to create a good living environment”, and “striving to build a city
into a beautiful home where people, people and nature coexist in a harmonious way”. The 13th
five-year plan of Shanghai also upholds the concepts of innovation, coordination, green, open
and shared development. Green is becoming the “main color”. The ecological environment is
recieving more and more attention. All this is the choice of the time.

Many colleagues from greening industry of Shanghai still remember what Han Zheng said
in 1998, who was then the vice mayor and principal leader of the municipal party committee:
“we should build Shanghai into an internationally advanced garden city”. Now, Mr. Han Zheng
considers the city’s ecological management in a more comprehensive way, and constantly puts
forward new requirements in relevant meetings. | believe the Shanghai Avenue will be given
more exposure and become Shanghai's name card.

The avenues distributed in every district and county of Shanghai, have been writing and

10 Shanghai Avenue | LiStHiEE



recording the city's cultural history. Among Shanghai's “taste” there is smell of street trees.
Trees alongside the avenues in protected areas of Shanghai features mostly have decades or
even a hundred years of cultivation history, and blend perfectly with the surrounding buildings
and environment. All these become one of the most important elements of the historical
features of the urban protected district, with rich old Shanghai style and landscape features.
Hengshan Road, Wukang Road and Xinhua Road, et al are such examples. And Shanghai
Landscape Avenue shows the features of Shanghai garden district landscape. Flowery Creek
Road and Century Avenue are good examples. It is believed that in the memory of travelers
from home and abroad, Shanghai Avenue will be fixed for its beauty. As Shanghai's name card,
the image of the avenues will fly to all corners of the world. When you walk on the Boulevard
in Shanghai, the Shanghai Green will embrace you, whether you are a traveler, a guest or a
resident in Shanghai. When a leaf floats down and touches your memory, how do you feel
about Shanghai and its’ avenues?

You may appreciate flowers in spring and trees in autumn. Shanghai is becoming more
glamorous for its avenue. The charm is attributed to the hard work. The avenue construction
work was started in 2011, and the green coverage rate of the pedestrian and non-motor way
has reached more than 90%, and more than 50% of the motor way with less than 4 lanes.
During the 12th five-year plan, Shanghai has built and named 153 avenues, upgraded 164
avenues, and reserved 113 avenues. Boulevard network has been formed. It has not only
changed the style of the city but also brought good environment and facilities to citizens.

With the evening lights lit, the elegant villa, charming shadow and quiet and romantic

flavor of life, the avenues are vigorously showing the ecological name card of Shanghai.

Qing Dan
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