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Abstract

Under the impact of climate change and economic globalization, the Arctic
region is undergoing rapid changes. As a “Near — Arctic State” and important
stakeholder of Arctic affairs, China is widely engaging Arctic affairs under the
principles of respect, cooperate and sustainable, as a participant, cooperator and
contributor.

As China develops in the future and the implementation of the 13" Five Year
Plan, one major task is “enhancing China’s capability of Arctic governance and
international cooperation” . China needs to follow the state changes in the Arctic,
and do substantial research on traditional and emerging issues, and offer prescriptive
and policy relevant suggestions to the future development of the region.

Based onthe above-mentioned reasons, this year’s Report on Arctic Region
Development thoroughly investigates the development of Arctic regional
governance, and also includes serious research on legal and political issues, military
and security issues, and emerging issues in the Arctic. We hope that this report can
offer some prescriptions to policy making on China’s future contribution in the

Arctic, and to promote enhanced Arctic research from Chinese scholars.
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