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| Lesson 1

Face to Face with Hurricane Camille

Joseph P. Blank

| — BxsiE |
O N

This article describes the heroic struggle of the Koshaks and their friends against the forces of a

f urncane, In splte of the radio and television warnings of hurricane on August 17, 1969,
John ak Jr. was reluctant to abandon his home in Gulfport, Mississippi. He had consulted his
parents and his friend Charlie and they all agreed that they would be safe here. That afternoon, the
men began to make preparations. A neighbor and her two children joined them. Then wind began
rising. and rain fell steadily. When the wind mounted to an overwhelming roar, the house began lea-
king and shakmg The Koshaks started a struggle against the spreading water. Then the power
failed. The cellmg in the living room was falling piece and piece. Doors burst open and windows dis-
mteggatcd. “The spreadmg water rose above their ankles, and it was rising by the minute. John was
terrified to find the water tasting salty—the sea had'reached the house. He shouted to everyone to go
out to the cars, which, however, would not start, for the electrical system was killed. As the water
was too d‘et:p and the wind too strong to flee on foot, they scrambled back to the house and settled on
the stairs. Watching the water rising and lapping at the steps, John felt a crushing guilt. After the
roof blew off the house, they moved to their bedroom upstairs in the slashing rain. With two walls
beglnnmg to dlsmtegrate, John ordered the others to go to the television room. which was farthest
from ghe direction of the storm. The wind tore down one wall. A second wall moved. The house had
moved 25 feet from its foundations. The world seemed to be breaking apart. Everyone was in a pan-
ic. When a third wall gave way, John grabbed a door and prepared to get the kids on it. Just at that
tem?ymg moment. the wind slightly diminished, and the water stopped rising. The main thrust of
Camille had passed. The Koshaks and their friends had survived. After the hurricane. the Koshaks
quickly begya_nk_reorgamzmg their lives. In spite of the fact that they have lost almost all their posses-
sions, they were happy to come through it. just as Grandma Koshak later reflected: “When I think of
it, I realize we lost nothing important.”
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1. Hurricane Camille(J# A" A /8™)

[t is the storm lashing Mississippi and Louisiana for two days, August 17 —18,in 1969. Hurricane
Camille is said to be the worst storm ever to hit mainland United States. With winds in excess of 200
mph and tides over 20 feet, Hurricane Camille smashed into the Mississippi Gulf Coast on Sunday
night, the 17th of August and continued its devastating path until the early hours of Monday. the 18th.
The combination of winds. surges, and rainfalls caused 258 deaths and $ 1. 421 billion in damage.
These were reported in Cuba.

2. Las Vegas CityChy 4 i)

Las Vegas city is the seat of Clark County in South Nevada. It is unique among US cities. Famous
for luxury casinos and show palaces offering non-stop
recreation on the “Strip” and in downtown Casino Center.
the city has over the years become synonymous with glitter
and glamour. Las Vegas since the late 1980s has acquired an- .
other identity as a center for business. finance. transporta-
tion, and services; still the “Entertainment Capital of the
World” it has actively and successfully cultivated a diversi- §
fied economy. The Las Vegas resident can enjoy legalized

gambling. yet more often will take advantage of the diverse
range of cultural and recreational opportunities offered in the city and in the surrounding area.

3. National Guard| (3 [H) [E % TIpA ]

The National Guard of the United States is a reserve military force composed of state National
Guard militia members or units under federally recognized active or inactive armed force service for the
United States. Militia members are citizen soldiers, meaning they work part time a joint reserve com-
ponent of the United States Army and the United States Air Force and maintains two subcomponents:
the Army National Guard of the United States for the Army and the Air Force’s Air National Guard of
the United States.

4. The Salvation ArmyCH{itt %)

The Salvation Army is an international Christian charitable church. It was founded in 1865 by Wil-
liam Booth, with the aim of feeding and housing the poor of London. He adopted the name Salvation
Army in 1878 and established the organization on a military pattern. Members are called soldiers, and
officers earn ranks that range from lieutenant to brigadier. Battling to provide social services, the Sal-
vation Army is more than 4 million strong—including some 3.5 million volunteers. Its Christian faith-
based programs assist alcoholics, drug addicts, the homeless., the elderly, prison inmates, people in cri-
sis, and the unemployed through offerings such as community centers, housing facilities. and rehabili-
tation centers. The organization also provides disaster relief services. Overall, it serves more than 30
million people a year. Headquartered in London, the Salvation Army now provides a wide variety of
social services in more than 100 countries.

5. Seabees(E[HIFEMBHEE)

The Seabees. or SeaBees, are the Construction Battalions (CBs) of the United States Navy. The
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Seabees have a history of building bases, bulldozing and paving thousands of miles of roadway and air-
strips, and accomplishing myriad other construction projects in a wide variety of military theaters dat-
ing back to World War II.

| = s %E |
(— )t

maroon /mo'rumn/ v.
to leave abandoned, isolated or helpless {fi &b TP Jo4% 17 S Jo i it B 1) R 1%
-Five couples were marooned in their caravans when the River Avon broke its banks. 3% U] g3 (1) if
fie A7 5 X RIOHERLE TAbAT B 4L,
to put (a person) ashore in some desolate place #{8+-++-- T2 I (Bl e o N\ MR TR )
—During the storm we were marooned on an island miles from the town. 75 Xz *H &A1 19 B A 78 5 3 8
RN L.
[#7 Imaroon sb on a desert island B35 AFOE R FE 5
L[] 3 dstrand {4 F- R 15
moorings /'moriz/ n.
the place where a ship or boat is moored {54k, HZIAX
—to find a mooring $£—/~E 1
(often pl.) lines. cables.etc. by which a ship is fastened to the land or the bottom of the sea
AR
—Emergency workers fear that the burning ship could slip its moorings. 2k A GiH.OHABEE BT H ol
e i fi i E
LAl i3 Imoor {45591« R4 B
[[r] ¥ Janchorage 5 4b
[ sanctuary /'seepktfuori/ n.
a place of refuge or protection J#EHEFT , JFE4 T . xiL
—His church became a sanctuary for thousands of people who fled the civil war. fil {92 4 i, 7 80T 2k
PN B AT — A SR T
L1l B Isanctum 22Ff 38 % FASE
L[] X dshelter ®EMERF  harbor &EMERF
festoon /fo'stum/ v.

to adorn or hang with a wreath or garland of flowers. leaves, paper.etc. hanging in a loop or curve [
“/;ﬁ «{L/ﬁ

ﬂThe temples are festooned with lights. %8 55 47 474

[ Tbe festooned with fff«e«-+ LA

[[f] ¥ Idecorate #%4fi adorn 2%ifi ornament %&4fi

B spaghetti /spo'gett/ n.

pasta in the form of long. thin strings, cooked by boiling or steaming and served with a sauce
HRF M 5%

—But the word white shows up a lot in the high glycemic index foods—white rice, white spaghetti,

3



white bread. {HJ [ {5 ANl S A6 14 2 @ MU £ 29 b B0, FOK AT % L

rampaging /'reemped3iy/ adj.

rushing violently or wildly about TEE[Y . % 24014 . FLIF (19

—A group of lawbreakers are rampaging around in the center of the city. — AL 2 Gk i h
Y.

[l Jramp FEBESLIE , SVE, &5 4

[ R4 Jrampage TE% ELIH  rampant J805 1. & A FERM)

[ 457 Jon the rampage ff i i

wreckage /'rekidz/ n.

the remains of anything that has been destroyed or badly damaged (BASEW 5% H- . i F . %3

—Mark was dragged from the burning wreckage of his car just before it exploded. £ v M| # A M At (1% #4
Be IR AR AE L 1 Hk . e e 1.

Ciafid Iwreck K55 B30 P75

[IR7EIwrecked 259 (%) wrecking 255 . i #ft

[ ] X Ydebris #8% . 6%

salvage /'seelvidz/ v.

to save or rescue materials from a shipwreck, fire. flood. etc. #r#, 75 .7 i

—The team’s first task was to decide what equipment could be salvaged. iZ A9 & SATF % &0 iE Bt 5L
A%,

Cinl 4 Isalvor ME MR B O AR

[[5] S Irescue 444  refloat T4

C ) ‘H-I,[.I[!I
reason out (Para. 2)
to find an explanation of or a solution to a problem by thinking of all the possibilities
FH R
—Let’s reason this out instead of quarreling. F¢ I IANZFrvh 1 L 348 2 f 0 SR BO i o i 60
L[ X Xfind a way out 3% fift teadp s
[z X Imess up 54l
a good (Para. 3)
at least, full %70, /b
They waited a good eight hours. {i{i]% 7 22 /0> 8 /it
L[5 X Jat least FE /0
[ ) X Jat most iz %
ride out (Para.4)
manage to survive a difficult period without suffering serious harm %283 i CfE C)
—The Republicans think they can ride out the political storm. H:F155 AT kA 16HE 498 I i X A HR
AU
L[] X last out 2222 {E
sit out (Para. 6)
stay until the end of 4 F|2k i

4
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We forced ourselves to sit the play out. F& {15838 F Ak B8 1 455 .
[ [7] 3 Jendure to the end ifif.CoWF5¢
[ 2 ¥ leave halfway H1i& 5%
& mount to a roar (Para.7)
the sound of the wind gets louder as the force of the wind increases T X ML A
[ 7] % Jescalate into a wail T}-25 g R A4 XL
[ 5z % 1die down & #rF &
A French door (Para.8)
two adjoining doors that have glass panes from top to bottom and are hinged at opposite sides of a door-
way so that it opens in the middle 7%l 7
—Same size and same specification as the previous sliding patio French door. FISERHT Y217 ] —4#E
RN FIARAR
[[r] X Ydouble doors LIF[]
[z ¢ Isingle door ¥JF[7]
blow in (Para.$8)
to make sth enter by wind # XUk
~—The wind blew the smoke in. KUFEAHHIK | 3% .
to spend money without control £
—The old man has got enough to blow in from now until the day he dies. # A4 L% 1A MFEE—
A
[[] X Iblow into Wit splurge on #47E . JR 3%
[z X Iblow away W save every penny 1118
] by the minute (Para.9)
every minute.minute by minute — 44— /34t
—1I'm feeling better by the minute. Fo B/ HREEL 2 1.
[[a] % Jevery minute BFAfAEZ]  minute by minute F 4 %
[z X Jonly in a while fj/K  occasionally il /5% \
] fire brigade (Para.11)
or fire company. a body of men organized to fight fires, esp. one of a number of such groups constitu-
ting a fire department Ji5[jj kA
—On hearing the alarm the fire brigade rushed to the scene. 1[5 A I THEE S 7
L[] 3 Mfirefighting crew JHBIER ~ fire department JF [ BA
[ iz & Jarsonist 2k J1
il curl up (Para.12)
to shape one’s body into a curl B4
~Cats. dogs and babies all naturally often curl up in the fetal position. /Nl /N TS L2 H A SR T8k
i A R
L] X droll up #:45  huddle up #5E46
[ )z Y Jspread f# g
I8l on the verge of (Para.14)
on the edge of .on the brink of it . Wil . i |



—Scientists are on the verge of a major breakthrough. B}~ 22 ] B LS — 11 f A %Sm0k .

[]5] ¥ Ibe close to #ift

[Jz X Itar away from it

vantage point (Para. 20)

a position that allows a clear and broad view 45 F|{ii # . {34

—From a concealed vantage point, he saw a car arrive. \—Bak 4 00 & (L EF W45 1.
L[] ¥ Joverwhelming superiority # X {J; 3

[z ¥ Jinferior position 45 #

break apart (Para. 24)

to break up into pieces. disintegrate ZJF, 432 il

—The grounds broke apart in earthquake. Hb [ 7E i E B 249 1.

[[a] ¥ Jtake apart 43%4.47FF break up 4, 4r%L

[}z X Jassemble #H %%

I¥ prop up (Para.25)

to support it or help it to survive # 4EFF

— Investments in the U.S. money market have propped up the American dollar. % 2 [ 4% ifi i 1% i 4
W — HAE S HEE KT,

L) S Ishore up 4%, &

[z % Jobject to [z X} be opposed to 24}

come through (Para. 39)

to continue to live.exist,be strong.or succeed after a difficult or dangerous time %8 JJfjif -+ Ui & 28
—John was so ill but he was lucky to come through. A ERTE KRIGEERBEZN 1.
[Ja] % Jget through #f (FRMERTH)  pull through i #E X

[52 X Mail 4eig

| =, mEsw |

() WXBAH
Part | :Paras.1-6

Before the hurricane—a general introduction of the background. time. place, characters and

preparation done by them.
Part [l : Paras.7—27
During the hurricane—a vivid description in details of the incidents showing how the Koshaks
and their friends struggled against each onslaught of the hurricane.
Part [[[ : Paras.28—39
After the hurricane—the damage and the rebuilding of the community.

Sy RHE e B
() RS
B .. ncarly 150.000 people fled infand to safer ground. (Para

[ X INearly 150.000 people ran away from the coast to the inland of the country where they

6



Lesson 1

would be safer and free from the threat of the hurricane.
[ fif# 7 Jsafer ground: The hurricane loses force as it blows inland and people away from the coast are
safe from tidal waves caused by the hurricane. M XU E| Pl 2 5 ) %A Z RG2S B 2063 % 4
My e P R A AT TSN 2252 30 B XL | 1 e R 114 B

fohn. 37 whose business was right there in his home. . . (Para. 3)
[ % . JHis business office. workshop. etc. were all in his home. {lifF &I E R TAEE.
[fi#friright. exactly

Ihe place has been here since 1915, and no hurricane has ever bothered it. (Para. 3)
[ B S 1Gulfport has been here since 1915, and no hurricane has ever caused any damage to it.
[t X B4 (personification) Y& FE 5 i B RE UL AE A B T3 X A 7 .

B - We can batten down and ride it out.™ he said. “If we sec signs of danger. we can get out before
dirk. ™ (Para. 14
[ X 1"We can shut all the entrances and make preparations to come safely through the storm.” he
said. “If there are any dangerous signs. we can flee in the daytime.”
A4 11) batten down: fiftlf io E MY HE . EHAE
2) ride out; ZEIRYE L (fEAL)

The men methodically prepared for the hurricane. (Para. 5)
[ ¥ X IThe men in the house made all the necessary preparations to fight the hurricane and they
went about their work in a systematic and orderly manner.
[ fi ¥ Imethodically : systematically 45 45 #4755 A ZE 3

B ... cray clouds scudded in from the Gulf on the rising wind., (Para. 6)
[ £ X JThe speed of these clouds is an indication of the swiftness with which the storm is approac-
hing.
[fi##r11) scud: run or move swiftly; glide or skim along easily #47, &ith s f5iat
scudded in: driven inland by the wind % XU i) A fili
2) the Gulf: the Gulf of Mexico =& i 8} %
3) rising wind: wind that was getting stronger and stronger #5&3f#f (1) X,

\ neighbor. whose husband wus in Vietnam. asked if she and her two children could sit out the
storm with the Koshaks. (Para. 6)
[ B¢ X IThis was 1969, the husband of this neighbor was in the American army fighting in Vietnam.
They asked Koshaks if they can stay until the end of the storm.
[AEHTIL) sit out: CARIUATEN) Ao G5 FEFooee e R
2) Vietnam War: a prolonged war (1955 —1975) between the communist armies of North Vietnam
who were supported by the Chinese and the armies of South Vietnam who were supported by the
United States. g i 4 2 38 [ 3 (0 g MO P52 b B S i i i) — S A . BRAIR: — A
VARG 9 [ 250N e 22 R i o R 4 B 5 [ 7 B g AR v 2R T

E Anoiher neighbor came by on his way inland- would the Koshaks mind taking care of his dog?
[ # 2 JAnother neighbor came by on his way inland and asked if the Koshaks would mind taking
care of his dog.

CAERT L) AT 5 I B30 23 WA %S | AR 08 A G S0 o S 4 (1) 2 5 | e ) B SR 3t 8 A A 0 34 7

7



| EEEEL = 2 RS
B B () 5 A9 A 2, OB AR FRE 194 S0 SO P 8 AR AR R AT (49 49, e A48 55 A AR UAH . 1R A
R — o B K U A AU L s B SR ol XL DX T
2) come by: drop by/in( = #i8) FEili
Wind and rain now whipped the house. (Para. 7)
[ & X 1Strong wind and rain was lashing or striking the house as if with a whip.

b INFTFR B AL T .

M - Stay away from the windows.™ he warned. concerned about glass [lving from storm-shitter

panes. (Para. 7
[ B X ISmall pieces of glass flying around in the air when the panes of a window are shattered by the
storm.
[f##7I1) shatter. smash AR ; RSk 5
2) concern about: worry about $H.(»
['he French doors in an upstairs room blew in with an explosive sound. and the group heard gun-lik
reports as other upstairs windows disintegrated. ( Para
[# X JThe French doors in an upstairs room fell inside the room with a blast. and they heard the
loud “bang™ as other upstairs windows crumbled.
[###7 1) the French doors: J&#i74d s revolving door + - lied% 1. % (] s security door/ burglar-proof
door/anti-theft door ¥ ] ;sliding door [ ]
2) report: a sudden loud noise of or like an explosion or gunfire JF % %5k i F i o 45 4 ol & 46 i 7
B The generator was doused. and the lights went out. (Para, )
[ B¢ X JWater got into the generator and put it out. It stopped producing electricity so the lights also
went out.
[fi##711) generator: a machine which produces electricity % Hi L
2) douse; to soak sb/sth in liquid f[%-«-+ 32 75 {4 H
(informal) to stop a fire from burning by pouring water over it; to put out a light 37 K CA) LD
B That water tasted salty. (Para
[ B¢ X IWhen Charlie licked some drops of water on his lips. he found they tasted salty like sea wa-
ter. From this he concluded they were in real trouble. Because it seemed that the sea water had
reached them although they were 23 feet above sea level and 250 yards from the sea.
LM 31 yard = 0.914 meter. 1 foot = 30.48 centimeter
... the water too deep to tlee on foot. (Para. 11)
[# X JThe deep water made it impossible for them to try to escape by walking or running. 7K &%
T B LLAR S G el M Ay Ak A AN AT RERY
47 11) “too. .. to..." pattern vividly describes the awkward situation for his family.
2) flee: to run away for life ¥k
IE . .. the stairs. which were protected by two interior walls. (Para. 1
[ X 1The stairs were protected by two walls inside the house.
L@ 11 interior walls: Z S . I BE, A5 : exterior walls: b5
2) 793 IH] N 358 A 52 B AR A (2 28 AR AR AR e
Charlie Hill had more or less taken responsibility for the neighbor and her two children. (Para. 11

[ S ICharlie had to some extent taken upon himself the task of looking after the neighbor and her
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