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The Preface

Chen Gang

“Butterfly Lovers” is a Chinese folklore that has been spread over 1600 years. It is also a love story
known to every Chinese family. For over a thousand years, a variety of literature, drama and movie
texts have been telling the story. But it was not until the 1950s did the Violin Concerto “Liang
Shanbo and Zhu Yingtai” appear. It was the first time for this story to be spread throughout China
and over the world in the form of symphonic music.

The Violin Concerto “Butterfly Lovers” is like a fluttering butterfly dancing on the strings, and also
like an “Ode to Zhu Yingtai” , Its unfolds an old love story, narrating the tragic fate of the pair of
lovers. From the music, we would note the lyrical themes like long sleeve wave in dancing, and the
“divertimento” describing their carefree campus life as classmates for three years. We could feel the
heart breaking farewell at Loutai and imagine the earth shattering tragic scene at the graveyard. In the
end, unwittingly, people are led into the romantic wonderland in the “turning butterfly ” melody.
Violin has told the story of “Butterfly Lovers” for many and many times, througout the country for
over a half century, however, the “Butterfly Lovers” is not finished, because it is an eternal tale that
goes on and on.

In 1985, as requested by the Hong Kong Record Company, I adapted the “Butterfly Lovers” into a
piano concerto. Its premiere was performed in Hong Kong by Xu Feiping, a genius pianist, whose
play was clever, beautiful, and fascinating, especially maganificent and thrilling at the section of free
cadenza. In 1999, to celebrate the 40th anniversary of the violin concerto “ Butterfly Lovers”, Li Jian
featured a piano solo, he is son of Yu Lina, His play was sonorous, deep and rich, with gentleman
style. Ten years later, in celebration of the 50th anniversary of the birth of “Butterfly Lovers”, two
female pianists, Chen Jie and Chen Sa, performed this concerto at the National Grand Theater. Their
performances were elegant, full of sound and colour, with feminine beauty. After that, when “Chen
Gang Concerto Concert” was held in 2015, there was a sudden appearance of a “dark horse” on the
stage. it was the tall and handsome young pianist, Xue Yingjia, his momentum and delicate lyrical
performance was a brilliantand perfect reinterpretation of this piece of work.

From violin to piano, they are two different “storytelling” approaches. On the one hand, piano’s
substantial sound intensity variation could correspond with violin’s rolling lyrical melody, on the
other hand, its nimble jump and mimic of lute, zither violin arpeggios could respond to violin’s light
and graceful bow rhythm. Prior to the grand climax of the whole song, the piano made a sudden and
gorgeous turn with exposure of free recitative chant and passionate aria, which formed into a great
cadenza that the original violin concerto doesn’t have. This part further highlighed the scenes of Zhu
Yingtai’s unyielding struggle and suicide for love.

From violin to piano, music is a kind of “transformation”, rather than a simple repitition. Its
adaptation is not a “copy” of the violin version, but a kind of recreation from Yin to Yang, from
softness to rigidity. Its appearance gave piano, the giant “king of instruments”, a bright new role
in the story of “Butterfly Lovers” which resulted in creation of a unique version and a new story.-
telling approach. Moreover, in addition to piano concerto, The People’s Music Publishing House also
published the double piano version, four hands piano duet version and piano solo version of “ Butterfly
Lovers”, they echo and complement each other to form a synthetic “Butterfly Lovers” piano family.
Here I wart to thank Mr Xu Ke for efforts in music production and Miss Lijing in pertare transition.
“Butterfly Lovers” will go on for generations in various versions. The story of “Butterfly Lovers”

will be told on and on. It will never be finished!
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