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abbrev.
a.

ad.

&
cap.
comb.
conj
dial
e.g.
esp.
etc.
fig.

interj

pass.
pL
prep.
pron.
sb.
sing.
sth.
usu,

vi.
vt.
[C]
(U]

Short Forms and Labels

( G RIBEIPE G )

Short Forms 4glié15

abbreviation #%-3%, %5
adjective # %73

adverb &3]

and #2, &, 5

capital X5 (F4K)
combination H_4-7
conjunction %73

dialect % &

for example 4=
especially £L4§, A
etcetera; and so on 5
figurative FL4r,
interjection &3]

noun % ]

passive )& &

plural 3 %

preposition 7~73]

pronoun 473

somebody £ A

singular £

something 4%

usually #85%, —&

verb )3

intransitive verb & 4% %13
transitive verb Z 4% )13
countable noun 7T 4.4 3]
uncountable noun 7~ ] £ % 74

AmE
apprec
bibl
BrE
derog
fml
humor
infml
law

lit

med
old-fash
old use
rare

sl

tech
tdmk

(G5 W A BLIAMBIEZ FF A RS T e HEEH X)

Labels i3] 1% g5
American English % B %% [ %]
appreciative £ 3 [ )
biblical {££4) A& [F4]
British English 3 [ 3% (3£ )]
derogatory &3 (12 )]
formal £ X & [(LEX]
humorous ##K#& [ 4]
informal F E X A& [(4FEX]
legal 3% /& F & [(4£)
literary X5 & (L]
medical EF & [E]
old-fashioned # X A i (18} )
\AZE (8]

FILA%E [F]

slang 12+% [({2)]
technical B R A #& [ RiE]
trademark FA4xA# [(F47)

(% RFA by 40815 Aol 9 M 9B95 471245 B8 Longman Dictionary of Contemporary English)



Part One Comparison and

Contrast

® WHAT IS COMPARISON AND CONTRAST?

When we compare two things, we look for similarities. When we contrast,
we look for differences. Though the two perspectives are seemingly in
opposition to each other, they often work together and are commonly considered
as a single strategy, which is called “comparison and contrast” or simply
“comparison” jor short . Comparison and contrast is a part of our daily life, so
much so that we tend to be unaware of using it. When we make a choice —
what to wear, where to eat, what books to read or what career to pursue; etc. —
we invariably make use of comparison and contrast in order to arrive at a
reasonable decision.

Comparison and contrast can serve a number of writing purposes. One of
these is to inform — to point out similarities or differences thatimerit serious
consideration. Essay exams, for example, often ask students to compare authors,
historical events, political figures, or scientific techniques, thus leading to
different arguments and different viewpoints. Another use of comparison and
contrast is to explain the unfamiliar in terms of the familiar. For example,
textbooks often use comparison and contrast to explain related theories, concepts
and methods by associating what is new to the learner with what is not. Still
another use of comparison and contrast is to evaluate — to show that one
thing is not only different from but also better than others of its kind. Finally,
comparison and contrast can be used in various ways to make a persuasive
point. TV commercials or advertisements, for example, often demonstrate how
one product is better or cheaper than other brands by means of comparison
and contrast; politicians in an election campaign use comparison and contrast
to demonstrate that their policies or positions are superior to those advocated
by their opponents.

Whatever purpose it may serve, a comparison and contrast essay must
possess easy-to-arrange and easy-to-follow patterns of organization. There are
two ways of organizing such essays. One way is to examine one thing or
subject thoroughly and then move to the other thing or subject under
discussion, and the aspects or items to be examined should be identical and in
the same order. This method is called block-by-block (or subject-by-subject)
comparison or block-by-block contrast. The other way is to examine two things
at the same time, addressing a series of characteristics or features shared by the
two things point by point. This method is called poini-hy-point comparison or
point-by-point contrast.

® HOW DO WE READ COMPARISON AND CONTRAST?

Reading comparison and contrast requires us to ask ourselves the following
questions: ’
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1) What subjects has the author selected for comparison and contrast? Are
they from the same or similar class or category?

2) What is the basis for the comparison or contrast?

3) What is the thesis of the essay?

4) What is the purpose of the writer? Does he / she intend to inform, or to
explain, or to evaluate and persuade by way of comparison and contrast?

5) Does the writer use the point-by-point method or the block-by-block
method in organizing the comparison and contrast? Is the method
effective enough?

6) Does the writer devote an equal amount of space to the two subjects under
discussion? Does the writer strike a fair balance between the two subjects?

7) Has the writer used narration, description, or illustration to develop the
comparison or contrast? What other techniques has the writer used in
making comparison or contrast?

8) What conclusion can we draw from the comparison and contrast?

9) Does the conclusion show a preference for one subject over the other?

10) Is the conclusion justified? Or are we convinced by the comparison and

contrast made by the writer?

® HOW DO WE WRITE COMPARISON AND CONTRAST?.

Writing a comparison and contrast essay requires critical thinking and
careful planning. Here are some general guidelines:

1) Before we start writing, we should have a clear idea about what to compare
(the subjects of our comparison) and why we do so (the purpose). Make
sure that the two subjects for comparison should be in the same class or
category and that there is a reasonable basis for comparison. For this purpose,
a good and effective thesis statement is absolutely necessary.

2) Plan a strategy for organizing the comparison and contrast. The block-by-
block organization works best when the two subjects for comparison are
relatively simple and when the points of comparison are rather general and
few in number. For longer essays, it is better to use the point-by-point
strategy, in which the qualities and features of the two chosen subjects can
be compared one by one. Whatever strategy we use, we should avoid making
biased comparisons by selecting only those points of comparison that favor /batast/ a. fRiE—
a particular subject. For this purpose, a careful outline should be made. F il A ARILE

3) To make our writing detailed and concrete, be sure to include facts, examples,
descriptions, and other information that will show the similarities and
differences between the two subjects. Meanwhile, we should make clear,
logical and coherent transitions among paragraphs.

4) The conclusion should echo with the introduction, so that the reader can be /'ekav/ v. (H--)
fully convinced and the purpose of comparison can be achieved. Shofly. of g

ln Part Owne, You are to study two essays: 7eaching in Your Pgjamas: Lessons of
ownline Classes,*and Neat People vs. Sloppy People. Both are writtew in the rhetorical
mode of comparison and contrast.




Get Started

® Read the following background notes before class and be prepared for class-
room activities.

@ Bio-sketch of the author: Peggy Minnis is a professor of chemistry and

environmental science at Pace University, a comprehensive university with
campuses in New York City and Westchester County. She received her
B.S.in Chemistr}; from Marywood College in Scranton, PA, and her M.S.
and Ph.D. in Environmental Science from the State University of New
York. From 1985 to 1994, she was a member of the Environmental
Protection Commission of Darien, Connecticut.

About the text: In 2003, Professor Peggy Minnis wrote an article entitled
“Teaching in Your Pajamas: Lessons of Online Classes.” It was then
published on the Education Page of New York Times, February 12, 2003. In
the article she argues that “for online education, interaction — with the
teacher, with other students — is a more integral element of learning than
it is in the classroom.” For a time, the pros and cons (4 & e B AT 64 22
&) of “teaching in your pajamas” and “teaching in a natty ($7544; 2%
&9) wardrobe” (i.e. in a classroom) then became a hot topic for discussion
among American educators. Read the article critically and share your
opinions with your classmates. For the study of this text, you are encouraged
to refer to the article “Education in Cyberspace” by Vicky Phillips (Text A,
Unit 5, Book Three).

Online education: Online education, also known as distance learning or
e-learning, differs from traditional education because students are not

required to visit an actual classroom and listen to an instructor face-to-

_ face. That is why it is sometimes referred to as “a classroom without

Unit 1



