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The making of a surgeon; Take, for example, the emergency situations
that we encountered almost every night. The first few months of the year I
had dreaded the ringing of the telephone. I knew it meant another critical
decision to be made. Often, after I had told Walt or Larry what to do in a
particular situation, I'd have trouble getting back to sleep. I'd review all the
facts of the case and, not infrequently, wonder if I hadn’t made a poor
decision. More than once at two or three in the morning, after lying awake
for an hour, I'd get out of bed, dress and drive to the hospital to see the
patient myself. It was the only way I could find the peace of mind I needed to
relax.
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