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Abstract; In the process of “The Belt and Road” initia-
tive, Sri Lanka, because of its unique geographical location,
is a small but very important country. The authors visited the
government department of Sri Lanka, enterprises, think tanks
and other institutions, trying to find out the risk and coopera-
tive space of Sri Lanka to participate the construction of “Mar-
itime Silk Road in twenty — first Century”. The project of Co-
lombo Port City is a typical case, which witnessed the friendly
cooperation of two countries, experienced cooperation suspend
during regime change, and ultimately met the satisfactory
move on. The project exhibited the risk of OROB typically,
but the restart also means that there exists huge space for co-
operation. From a wider view, the construction of Maritime
Silk Road in South Asia may face the similar risk and space.

Sri Lanka implements the balanced diplomatic strategy
among China, Japan, and India, which is consistent with the
national interests of Lanka. Sri Lanka not only needs economic
benefits from China, Japan and India, but also wants security
protection from above three countries. Comparing to the big

three, Lanka is a tiny country, hence use their diplomatic re-
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sources to maximize the “free ride” flexible is the strategic
logic of Lanka. The book reviews the history of China — Lanka
cooperation, also pays attention to the impact of India next
door to Sri Lanka. We managed to put Colombo port city pro-
ject as a spot to reflect the truth about national cooperation de-
cision of small South Asian countries.

“The Belt and Road” initiative makes the Sri Lanka’s ge-
ographical advantage much more prominent. There is large
space to continue to promote China — Lanka cooperation, but
we must realize the following: first is to resolve India’s wor-
ries. India is worried about China’s “string of pearls” effects.
China must make clear that this is not our original intention,
and also beyond the scope China’s ability. Secondly, China
should take the domestic situation as the breakthrough point.
If Lanka can take the China’s free ride to achieve trade and in-
vestment liberalization and regional economic integration,
seize the opportunities for their own economic growth, then the
cooperation will have inner drive. Thirdly, actively promote
China — Lanka — India three parties cooperation. The benign

interaction of the three parties will promote mutual relations
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and benefits, which is consistent with the interests of the three
parties, but also conducive to regional peace, stability and
prosperity. Fourth is to improve the publicity strategy in Sri
Lanka. China’s enterprises pay too much attention to the top
line, but in the democratic election system, such practice will
incur huge risks. Finally, the people connection is fundamen-
tal. Focusing on the development of non — economic fields,
such as culture, education and people’s livelihood assistance
and exchange, will surely to help China — Lanka friendship

from generation to generation.
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