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Unit 1 Regional Focuses: Domestic Turmoil and War

We begin the first chapter of this book with news on some countries that attract the
attention of the media because there have been civil wars and turmoil in the countries, or
because they create tensions in the region. The first report is about the recent
happenings in Libya, where the Gaddafi regime was overthrown and Gaddafi himself died
a tragic death in 2012. The second is about the civil war in Syria, which is still going on;
and the third is about North Korean’s threat of using nuclear weapons against the South
and the U. S. .
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1. After Benghazi attacks, Islamist extremists akin to al-Qaeda stir fear
in eastern Libya

An explosion destroyed a building of the Abu Slim Martyrs Brigade, an extremist
militia in Darma, Libya.
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By Abigail Hauslohner
The Washington Post
Saturday, October 26, 2012

DARNA, Libya — Operating from the shadows, armed Islamist extremists are
terrorizing the eastern Libyan city of Darna, six weeks after the deadly attack on the
U. S. mission in Benghazi threw a spotlight on Libya’s growing religious extremism. *

A campaign of bombings and death threats aimed at Libyan government targets is
being blamed on armed Islamist extremists, including the city’ s most powerful militia,
the Abu Slim Martyrs Brigade, whose ideology residents say is akin to al-Qaeda’s.

What is unfolding here may be the most extreme example of the confrontation
underway across Libya, underscoring just how deeply the fundamentalists have sown
their seeds in the security vacuum that has defined Libya since the fall of Moammar
Gaddafi last September. *

The extremists have continued to operate here despite the popular backlash that
followed last month’ s attack in Benghazi, 156 miles to the west, and despite fears of
possible retaliation by the United States, whose unmanned drone aircraft can now be
heard humming overhead almost every day.

For now, the militants appear to have taken cover in urban homes and farms in the
remote Green Mountains that surround the city. But officials say the local government
remains powerless to stop them, even as the extremists push their ideology just as
fervently as before.

“No one will stop anyone from doing anything,” said Fathalla al-Awam, the head of
the largely toothless local council, and militants are free to come and go from the city
and surrounding areas as they please. “There’ s no police, no army and no militias.
Nothing. It’s an open city from east and west. ”

Some Libyans say the extremist views are held much more broadly than just among
the Islamist militias themselves, a fact they said the United States has failed to
understand in the wake of the Benghazi attack. ® Not all of the extremists in Darna or
elsewhere in Libya belong to a group, they said. But those who share al-Qaeda’ s
ideology are many, they said, and that creates ample opportunity for recruitment.

“It’s a way of thinking,” said Saad Belgassim, who used to work as a bureaucrat in
Darna’s now defunct court system. “They kidnap people like they do in Afghanistan.
They delude young people and send them off to bomb themselves. ”

In some ways, the sway that Islamists hold here is not a surprise. Neglected,
conservative and desperately poor under Gaddafi, Darna stood out for its fierce Islamist
resistance to the old regime — and for sending more jihadists to Iraq during the U. S.
occupation than any other place in Libya.

The latest bombing here came early Thursday morning, when an explosion ripped
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through a building on the city’ s eastern outskirts that local authorities had hoped to use
to support a new security force. > Often, the locals say, the target is a car belonging to
an official or journalist who has dared to defy the militias. A newly appointed police chief
was slain in broad daylight last March with a quick round of bullets to the back as he
filled up his tank at the gas station.

Until a month ago, the Abu Slim Martyrs Brigade occupied buildings and ran
checkpoints around the city, operating alongside like-minded groups, including the local
branch of Ansar al-Sharia, the prime suspects in the Benghazi attack.

“They were the police and they were the criminals at the same time,” said Hussein
al-Misary, a local journalist. They pushed aggressively for Islamic law and threatened
those who favored Tripoli’ s vision of a central government and constitution. They even

posted kill lists on anonymous jihadist Facebook pages, he said. (592 words)

Words and Expressions

extremist n. i T fervently ad.  GRZHD

stir v. R in the wake of P Rgeeeees A3 %
terrorize v. R defunct a.  UOAF1ER
militia n  RE bureaucrat n. EE

militant n. AT delude v, kR, Bk
underscore v, SR hold sway over Pt

backlash n.  SRELROG jihadist n RlRFH UL RN H
drone aircraft Jo N5 5 kAL rip v, i, #

akin to HALLY defy . P, i T
fundamentalist ~ n.  JEEF EXE | slay v. R

retaliation n.  wE

Proper Nouns

Darna( ¥ ff Dema) 44/

Benghazi B ¥g ( F1| o W4k i)

Abu Slim Martyrs Brigade {22 JEHZH 20 ) LG 4 %00 (1], al-Hasidi #2407 41 41
T BRAE ) W 245 3 i ek 497

al-Qaeda JEHBZHZL, FEHIXAMRDRIE FRTHAE, °T LLE RN “ 3" B 2,
ELRA L TR A e B A RE . BT S BUR R IR 418, L T 1988
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Moammar Gaddafi RFLIE, JFF| L W G5

Ansar al-Sharia /il 22 R EEZH AN, 76 A o T P9 R0 (R ARG, 3850k HE ) EL S 00A T 74 1
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Exercises

I . Understanding Ideas in the News

1. Who are held responsible for the terrorist attacks in Libya?

A. Islamist extremists. B. Al-Qaeda. C. Libya government.

2. How are the Islamist extremists terrorizing the eastern Libyan city of Darna?

A. By fervently advocating their ideology.

B. By hiding themselves in and around the city.

C. By attacking the government.

3. “The fundamentalists” , “the militants” and “the extremists” refer to

A. the security vacuum B. Moammar Gaddafi’s soldiers

C. the same people

4. What has the United States failed to understand in the wake of the Benghazi
attack?

A. The Islamists in Darna or elsewhere in Libya belong to a group.

B. The Islamists still resist the old regime.

C. There are many Libyans who share the Islamist extremists views.
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5. What are likely targets for bombing attacks in the city?

A. Official or journalist cars. B. Buildings.

C. Police checkpoints.
II. Language Points

stir fear, akin to, in the wake of, hold sway over X JL4 815 &D 52 H ) B 08 B35 15 1)
FE RS, L0 PR i, R S b

stir: (¥ & HE RN RS to excite or arouse ( passion) ; prompt or evoke ( anger,
affection, suspicion, a memory, etc. )

akin: (251 ) similar; having some of the same qualities e. g. They speak a
language akin to French.

wake . ('EfgE--- 25 %) If something happens in the wake of something else, it
happens after and often because of it e. g. Airport security was extra tight in the wake
of yesterday’ s bomb attack.

hold sway: ( 5 Wi, #5 i ) to have power or a very strong influence e. g.
Fundamentalist beliefs hold sway over whole districts, ensuring the popularity of

religious leader.
. Questions for Further Study

This short news report tells the readers that Islamist extremists are carrying out a
series of terrorist attacks in eastern Libya. It is reporting facts and using quotes from
people the report has interviewed. But the tone is negative to the extremists, for
terrorism itself implies violence and killing. Find more expressions in the article that

indicate the reporter’s attitude.
2. Syrian unrest spills into Lebanon

— Kidnapping vendetta between Syrian rebels and Lebanese Shi’ a clan

Lebanese gunmen from the Al-Megdad clan in Beirut’ s southern suburbs ( AFP
Photo)
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By Rana Muhammad Taha
The Daily News
August 16, 2012

The Shi’ a Lebanese Meqdad clan abducted tens of Syrians and one Turk in Lebanon
on Wednesday, in retaliation for the abduction of a member of the Meqdad family by
Syrian rebels. "

The Meqdad clan is threatening to kidnap more Saudi, Turkish, and Qatari nationals
until Al-Meqdad is released, according to Reuters. The three countries are accused of
supporting the Syrian rebels. The New York Times quoted Hatem Al-Meqdad, Hassan’s
brother, vowing to kill all the hostages if his brother isn’t released. *

The Turkish Foreign Minister confirmed Wednesday the kidnapping of Turkish
citizen, Aydin Tufan Tekin, according to The Wall Street Journal. Gulf countries
including Saudi Arabia and Kuwait are urging their citizens to leave Lebanon immediately,
citing security concerns.

Twelve flights instead of the usual five daily are being sent by Lebanon’ s national
carrier, Middle East Airlines, to Saudi Arabia, according to Lebanon’s The Daily Star.

Hassan Al-Meqdad, who arrived in Syria along with 1,500 members of Hezbollah,
was kidnapped by the Free Syrian Army (FSA) on Monday, according to Al-Arabeya. Al-
Meqdad was accused by the FSA of being part of a Hezbollah group sent to Syria to aid
Bashar Al-Assad and fight the Syrian opposition; they released a video of Al-Meqgdad on
Tuesday where he admitted as much, according to BBC news. ¥ Both his family and
Hezbollah deny the accusations, however.

Kidnapping has been increasingly used as a tool by the Syrian rebels. Two weeks
ago, they kidnapped 48 Iranians whom they accused of being members of the Iranian
Revolutionary Guard, sent to Syria to quell the uprising. However, Monday’ s abduction
is the first to generate retaliation.

Tensions were further heightened in Lebanon on Wednesday by news that a building
in Azaz, north of Aleppo, sheltering 11 Lebanese pilgrims abducted by Syrian rebels in
May had been shelled by Al-Assad’ s forces. ¥ A spokesperson for the FSA’ s higher
military council, Louay Mokdad, told The Wall Street Journal that two of the Lebanese
hostages were injured in the bombing incident, while the fate of another four remains
unknown.

Following news of the shelling, families of the hostages took to the streets in
Lebanon, where they blocked the Beirut airport highway.

The conflict in neighbouring Syria has been spilling over into Lebanon for some time.
The north Lebanese city of Tripoli, seen as an Al-Assad stronghold, witnessed several
clashes between members of its Alawite Shi’ a community and security forces in June.
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Syrian refugees in Lebanon have been targeted by cross-border Syrian shelling which has
killed Lebanese citizens also. Lebanon is currently sheltering 37,000 Syrian refugees,
according to the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees. (433 words)

Words and Expressions

clan n.  ufiE ’ quell v.  FEE
abduct v. tension n.  EikFR#E
kidnap v.  4pm shelter n.  JEAPET
vendetta n.  faqe, i pilgrim n. HHXHE
rebel n.  WME shell v. FRIE
carrier n.  Hizdy iaaw | spill v. W, R
release v, Bk clash n. R

Proper Nouns

Al-Meqdad %2 (LB H- I IR Y — > i

Shi’a Muslim  f{-#H-JR[ #HE |

Damascus K 545 (RUFIE 5 #5)

Hatem & Hassan Al-Meqdad %% ¥ 9 4~ b, of

Hezbollah (B[ 4) ¥L 5%

Al-Arabeya ( Jij &y Al-Arabiya) VPRI AT 00— Z PR A X LS
Bashar Al-Assad L Vb/R « Pl pfl | BUFI Y BL5E

Beirut U164, BT 4B

Azaz, Aleppo [ LI, Bl it , & 2 b 44

Alawite  Ba[f7 4 | B O 24

News Summary
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Understanding Sentences
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Exercises

I . Understanding Ideas in the News

Who were kidnapped by the Shi’ a Lebanese Meqdad in Lebanon?
. A member of the Meqdad family. B. Some Syrians and one Turk.
. Some Syrian rebels.
What did the Shi’ a Meqdad demand for the kidnapping?
. The release of Hassan Al-Meqdad. B. The death of Hatem Al-Meqdadrian.
. To kill all the hostages.
What did the FSA accuse the Al-Meqdad of?
. Being part of a Hezbollah group. B. Supporting the Syrian rebels.

1.

A

C

2.

A

C

3.

A

C. Supporting the Syrian government.

4. How is Lebanon affected by the fighting between the Syrian unrest?
A. Kidnapping has been commonly used by Syrian rebels.
B. Cross-border Syrian bombing of refugee camps also killed Lebanese citizens.
C. Lebanon is currently sheltering 37,000 Syrian refugees.
5. Which countries in the region are accused of supporting the Syrian rebels?
A. Saudi, Turkey and Qatar. B. Saudi Arabia, Kuwait and Lebanon.
C. Lebanon, Iran and Iraq.

II. Language Points

abduct, kidnap, quell, shell, spill jX JLA™ 83 1916 & A8 o 4GB Fibr b, B0
IRIRZUA AR , A Tt .

abduct: (#)$F) to lead or take away (a person, esp. a woman or child) by illegal
force or fraud e. g. His car was held up and he was abducted by four gunmen.

kidnap: (4fZ2) to carry off by illegal force or fraud, abduct, (a person, esp. a
child) formerly, to provide servants or labourers for the American plantations, now esp.
to obtain ransom e. g. Police in Brazil uncovered a plot to kidnap him.

quell; (/%) to stop something, esp. by force e.g. This latest setback will have
done nothing to quell the growing doubts about the future of the club.

shell: (X B ke F£/n“ %M, 47 ) to bombard (an enemy position etc. ) with
shells.

spill; (%4, i) to (cause to) flow, move, fall or spread over the edge or
beyond the limits of something e. g. Crowds of football fans spilled onto the field at the
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end of the game.
M. Questions for Further Study

Since the beginning of 2011, the turmoil in northern African Arabic countries spread
to Western Asian countries, and the rebels in Syria, led by the Free Syrian Army, started
to fight the government Army, the country fell into a serious civil war. Try to find out
more information and introduce to the class the causes of the Syrian civil unrest.

3. North Korea moves missile to coast, but limited threat seen

By CHOE SANG-HUN
From the New York Times
April 4, 2013

SEOUL, South Korea — South Korea's defense chief said on Thursday that North
Korea had moved to its east coast a missile with a “considerable” range, but that it was
not capable of reaching the United States. The disclosure came as the Communist
North’ s military warned that it was ready to strike American military forces with
“cutting-edge smaller, lighter and diversified nuclear strike means. ” i

North Korea has been issuing a blistering series of similar threats in recent weeks,
citing as targets the American military installations in the Pacific islands of Hawaii and
Guam, as well as the United States mainland. In its latest threat on Thursday, it did not
name targets but said it was authorized to “ take powerful practical military
counteractions” against the threats from B-2 bombers from the United States, B-52
bombers from Guam and F-22 Stealth jet fighters from Japan that have recently run
missions over the Korean Peninsula during joint military exercises with South Korea. ?

“The moment of explosion is approaching fast,” the general staff of the North
Korean People’s Army said in a statement carried by the North’ s official Korean Central

News Agency. “The U.S. had better ponder over the prevailing grave situation. ”



e - >4 - Selected Reading from American and British
W 9&%*&?’] ]ﬁb& " Newspapers and Magazines (2nd Edition)

10

Most analysts do not believe that North Korea has a missile powerful enough to
deliver a nuclear warhead to the United States mainland or that it is reckless enough to
strike the American military in the Pacific. Still, with the North’ s bellicose postures
showing no signs of letting up, the United States announced Wednesday that it was
speeding the deployment of an advanced missile defense system to Guam in the next few
weeks, two years ahead of schedule in what the Pentagon said was " a precautionary
move” to protect American naval and air forces from the threat of a North Korean missile
attack. ¢

Testifying before a parliamentary hearing, defense minister Kim Kwan-jin of South
Korea said the missile North Korea has moved to the east coast, possibly “ for
demonstration or for training,’

il

appeared not to be a KN-08, which analysts say is the
closest thing North Korea has to an intercontinental ballistic missile, though its exact
range is not known. The new missile was unveiled during a military parade in the North
Korean capital, Pyongyang, last April.

South Korean media quoted unnamed military sources as saying that the missile was
a Musudan. Deployed around 2007, Musudan is a ballistic missile with a range of more
than 1,900 miles, according to the South Korean Defense Ministry. Guam is nearly 2,200
miles from North Korea.

Col. Wee Yong-sub of the army, deputy spokesman of the Defense Ministry, would
only say that the South Korean and American military have been closely monitoring the
movements of all North Korean missiles, including Musudan.

“Chances are not high that they will lead to a full-scale war,” said Mr. Kim, the
defense minister, referring to the North Korean threats. “But given the nature of the
North Korean regime, it’s possible that they will launch a localized provocation. ”

For a second straight day, North Korea blocked South Koreans from crossing the
border to enter a jointly operated industrial park, threatening the future of the last
remaining symbol of inter-Korean cooperation. It also warned that it would pull out more
than 53, 000 North Korean workers from the joint factory park, located in the North
Korean city of Kaesong, if taunts from the South Korean news media continued.

After the North’ s threat to close the industrial complex last week, some South
Korean media reports have said that the North Korean leader, Kim Jong-un, would be all
talk but no action when it came to the park because he did not want to risk one of his
most precious sources of hard currency. *

After the United Nations Security Council imposed further sanctions against the
North for its launching of a three-stage rocket in December and its third nuclear test in
February, North Korea has appeared to harden its stance considerably. It said it would
never negotiate away its nuclear weapons arsenal but would expand it. On Tuesday, it
declared it would restart a nuclear reactor that gave it a small stockpile of plutonium and
would readjust its uranium-enrichment plant for weapons efforts. (704 words)



