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In the middle of the ocean, the water is as clear as the purest
crystal. Strange trees grow here, and fish of all different sizes swim
among their branches. There are plants with stems and petals so
thin that they swish at the slightest movement of the water.

Once, long ago, the King of the Sea’s castle could be
found here. The walls were made of coral and the tall arched
windows were of clear amber. The roof was made from shells

that opened and closed. Each of the shells contained a shiny,
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sparkling pearl, worthy of a royal crown.

The King of the Sea lived in the castle. He had been a
widower for many years, and his elderly mother looked after
him and took care of her grandchildren, the little princesses of
the sea. She loved these seven beautiful mermaids very much.

All day, the princesses played in the castle gardens. They
swam with the fishes, fed them from their hands, and stroked
them. Each mermaid had her own patch of the garden, where
she could plant the flowers she wanted. One of them planted

flowers in the shape of a whale, another planted them in the

KA DA et Sk
Vg E R 7E PR R B M TS SRR, R R
B EEAM LU, WaE ALl ERERR X
7 PSRRI A LA T
Iﬂlmiﬁi&ﬁiﬂ’ﬂtl—lffJL'f” aib AT RN £ ) LR
], Rl A A LR A —/)
e, ATDALE b IR R . — (72 ERERhs T imfarjeik,
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shape of an octopus. But the youngest mermaid put up a
marble statue of a handsome young man that had sunk to
the bottom of the sea after a shipwreck, and she surrounded
it with red flowers.

Ariel—for that was the little mermaid’s name—Iloved
to have pretended conversations with the statue. She spent
days imagining that he would come to life and describe his
world—the world of humans. Every night she begged her
grandmother to tell her all she knew of this world—of ships

and cities, men and animals. No other subject interested her
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more.

“When you are eighteen,” their grandmother told the
young mermaids one evening, “you will be allowed to go to
the surface of the ocean. You can sit on the rocks and watch
the big ships sailing by. You'll see forests and cities! It is a
wonderful thing to do!”

The next month, Ariel’s eldest sister celebrated her

eighteenth birthday. But it would be five years before Ariel

At B AEREE b, A #B s sRAH BRI ST RIE A 2Kt
Bg—), TM. ol . AR, Britbz g, Bh
WA e S L SRS T

CERIEIT A — KL, BB, IR
kT DA RN B 25, ARTE A b, BAMMN S ARE. 7R
(A RER BIARMAIRTT L B —Far i gifs! "

TAH, BRI REMESL HA\SAH T HER
SRS AR BRI R k. AR T AR

allow vt. I (#ESE) surface n. 7X&E sail vi.&vt. fifT
wonderful adj. #&RIFH0, LI celebrate v. K47

oll









014

herself could go to the surface. She couldn’t wait! There must
be so much to discover about the human world, things that
even their grandmother did not know! All the sisters longed
to visit it, but none of them was as curious as Ariel.

Each night, the little mermaid would linger at the castle
window, gazing up towards the surface of the ocean. She
could see the moon and the stars, through the water. They
seemed so large! If a dark shadow blocked them out, she

imagined that a whale, or a ship with lots of people onboard,
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