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PREFACE

Patek Philippe is a prestigious name in the watch industry:
it possesses a status that really no other brand can boast.

In more than 160 years, the venerable Swiss manufacture
has become a synonym for highly complicated watches of
the most noble quality.

Alongside an extensive look at the history of Patek Philippe,
this book presents you with more than 100 of the most
beautiful and scught-after models the exclusive Genevan
brand has manufactured. From the legendary models of the
1930s through the diversification of the post-war decades
refaining the brand’s inimitable design language fo the
current top models approaching grand complication status,
Patek Philippe’s products have always been impressive. The
following pages will help you form an overview of what has
helped create the brand’s global reputation, propelling it to
the peak of horology’s Olympus: the art of mechanical
watchmaking incorporating the highest degree of complexity,
innovation, and pioneering design. Almost without
competition.

The selection and details presented in this book can only be
a representative cross section of the innumerable models
and variations Patek Philippe has created throughout the
years. We'd like o take you on this journey of browsing,
looking, and dreaming. Certainly you will find one treasure or
another in the following pages to capture your inferest and
inspire you to take a closer look-either in your neighborhood
retailer's cases or in more in-depth horological literature.
Enjoy!

Herbert James

PREFACE B
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BRAND
HISTORY

The origins of foday’s horological king, Patek Philippe, are
inseparable from the city of Geneva even though they are actually
to be found rather far from the modern seat of watchmaking: in
Poland. Nonetheless, this name has stood for the greatest degree
of perfection that haute horlogerie has to offer.

The young officer Antoni Norbert Pafek de Prawdzic took part in an
uprising that opposed the hated Russian occupation in 1830-the
year in which half of Europe was once again in flames thanks

to the July revolution beginning in France after it had enjoyed

one and a half decades of relative peace. The uprising Patek de
Prawdzic took part in had the independence of Poland as its goal.
The czar's tfroops were at first run out, but they came back in 1831
and finally conquered Warsaw in September of 1832. Patek de
Prawdzic along with about 50,000 other rebels fled fo the area
occupied by the German empire before moving on fo France,
where he was typesetter for a living. From there he confinued on
fo Geneva.

The city of Geneva also had a few temperamental decades
behind it by this time: after the bourgeoisie and working classes
established a democratic consfitution in 1781, its demise just
one year later forced many early industrialists and upper class
members info emigration. Under Napoleon the city was infegrated
into the French stafe and became known as the Departement du
Leman. After the fall of the self-crowned emperor, the city-state

BRAND HISTORY



WEMNEBFERLIET HRNEEFRANGTE, X2F Geneva was founded and folded into the newly founded
TEAMTENES ISR, BNNE BrAEE Swiss canton of Geneva just one year later,
: e AR ek S48 . The ensuing years saw Geneva experience an economic
FHR, RERHT OUNEREMARROER, % gy e |
upswing, which could above all be aftributed to the creation
HERAT ST FHE-RAKWROA. of the craftsmen’s and artisans” manufactures. Europe of

the Restoration era needed luxury items, whether it was to
BEAEFAEREI. 2F. B2F, XHHFRIFLH underscore aristocratic claim to power or fo illustrate the

BE, EYVNERT IR, Ry RsREFEIGEY success of manufacture owners and first large industrialists.
HyNg, AECHEHERENELRE. BESA,
TEHRMBDERTEX RN, FANE VIR
7, fEEERFRERE K. B, IREEERY K
NEMAE, 1839F, BIAESEARZBRAFIRIHHAER

~N
3

7
‘‘‘‘‘

GENEvVE

PATEK PHILIppg

8 mumpe



- EREEUETHIA - ERREAE. A8 EIEAESIH
THEREN—EARE, BERRESMOXE,.

ERVINGEE, XNMFRNASIEMATERRT,
FEE 2005 F K, 18416, RIAMEZEMABANER
AR, SRBATHLAR, NXEE, thERERR
B - EiKsE - 8 - Bk

18445, BABEMN~REKIER, BR=S
EZMANE, EXE, BRTEENERFIRID
fa - FEER - FHW, EEHEWEERE TN X
#E. WNFRRXARE L2ZVE, MAZAHARL. X
RESBERRSERATE, BARKABTERH
MARMEEERE, OABRERNBENARX
WERE., XTEFHFRASIRARNIR, ERE
KHIZMBETHRPEBNESD, ESAFIRLER
—HREH

EHMNAILE, SAMBWHREWKFXRBHT
R, BEFANIBIE0SNERGEALADNHE
kAo ERGIRMERTXMREIW, 18455565815H,
ERENEERENE, SWRARINKEFEE. A
& - FERR - FW. ZTFRE - BWRE - 8- BANE
BORIAXHRE - 8 - MAEARRAENELEL
SR T BB IR U N RAREE K16 S RIZAE I EE SR

LEHJLER, BAMBEMARARTHERT A0
ZHEMNFB. REEWRVNAEERIE, WREESH
TERNEHIHTERNRL. BEXFshhes T, fio

Patek de Prawdzic settled in the surrounding area of

the enamellers, goldsmiths, engravers, and-of course—
watchmakers and was af first employed as a reassembler.
He established a supply network of high-quality watch
movements and had them encased in his own workshops, a
principle that many watch brands practice to this day.

Patek de Prawdzic was so successful with this work thaf

he could hardly meet the demand for his watches. For this
reason, he looked for a partner in order fo increase the size
of his company. He therefore founded the company Patek,
Czapek & Co in 1839 with Franciszek Czapek, a watchmaker
also of Polish extraction. A building on the right bank of the
Rhone was chosen as the company headquarters, across
from the historical headquarters.

In the first five years, the young company produced about
200 pocket watches per year with the aid of half a dozen
employees. In 1841, the company founder became a citizen
of Geneva-and thus a Swiss citizen—from which point on he
called himself Anfoine Norbert de Patek.

De Patek traveled fo Paris with his products in 1844 in order
fo present them fo a wider audience. It was there that he
met the young Parisian watchmaker Jean-Adrien Philippe,
who was said to have developed an innovative winding
mechanism: instead of a key, his pocket watfches disposed
of a crown winding mechanism. Thus it became possible

to clearly reduce the height of the pocket watch since it no
longer needed the clumsy square element needed to wind
the mainspring and set the time using the laborious motion of
the key. The public hardly took notice of this invention, but de
Patek immediately recognized the potential of the innovation,
which could well revolutionize watchmaking.

Since the relationship between business partners de Patek
and Czapek had soured during the previous few years, de
Patek used the occasion to ask thirty-year-old Philippe to
become the new partner of his company in Geneva. The
Parisian watchmaker agreed and became co-owner after

BRAND HISTORY 9
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Czapek’s contract ended on May 15, 1845. Pafek & Co., owned by Jean-Adrien Philippe, Antoine
Norbert de Patek, and the young lawyer Vincent Gostkowski, moved into its new premises just a few
houses down from the old one on Quai des Bergues 15.

The joint goals of the fwo men became a fortuitous experience for the company in the ensuing years:
though Philippe at first continued working in Paris, he finally gave up his shop there and moved fo
Geneva in order to transform the workshop from its purely manual way of production info a more
industrial style of manufacture using division of labor. Thanks to the inventions and innovations of the
young French watchmaker, what became Patek Philippe & Co. on January 1, 1851 also took on a
leading position in the area of development and utilization of mechanical tools.

De Patek ensured that the company became well known in Europe and America, winning clients there.
During business trips that would often stretch for months at a time, he made a great deal of contacts
and sold a great number of wafches. This ensured funds consistently coming in, a fact that secured the
opportunities to extend production facilities and improve them.

BRAND HISTORY 1
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SERRFNfh Y JLFFEE - 87 E, FHEE2009  Philippe and his son Thierry Stern,
FREFEATNNSE who has led the company since 2009

Philippe continued with his horological innovations: in 1868 the manufacture
completed the first wristwatch for Polish Countess Kocewicz-probably the first
wristwatch in the history of Swiss watchmaking. In 1889 he designed the first
watch movement to contain a “perpetual” date, the display of which needed no
correction despite differing lengths of months and even leap years. The perpefual
calendars found in Pafek Philippe’s modern collection are based on this exceptional
horological achievement.

In 1877 de Patek passed away. Philippe continued to lead the company until his
death in 1894. After his passing, the employees of the company acquired
partnership. Philippe’s son-in-law, Joseph-Anfoine Benassy-Philippe, took over the
management of the company. Under his leadership it was transformed into a limited
company in 1901 called Ancienne Manufacture d’Horlogerie Pafek Philippe & Co. SA.
At the end of the 1920s, the successful manufacture however faltered: the Great
Depression that was caused by the stock market crash of Black Thursday on
October 24, 1929 suddenly decimated the capital that financed the continuously
in-demand luxury products. An offer of purchase by David LeCoultre, who had
already been supplying Pafek Philippe with ébauches since 1905, was rejected.
Instead, brothers Charles and Jean Stern, who at the time were the dial makers for
the Genevan brand, were able to buy the majority of the company in 1932. The last
of the owners belonging to the founding families, Joseph Emile Philippe, grandson of
Jean-Adrien Philippe, lost his stake during this move.

Under the aegis of the Stern brothers and their managing director Jean Pfister, the
company once again established itself as an innovative manufacture by developing
and manufacturing its own movements. At the same fime it advanced fo become

a style icon in the area of elegant men’s watfches with the models it introduced af

BRANDHISTORY 13



