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os—5i  IELTS Speaking Analysis
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% —77 IELTS Speaking description
eS8 1 2 R A

Paper element Description

The Speaking test consists of an oral interview between the test takers and an

P; format
per examiner. All Speaking tests are recorded.
Timing | 11- 14 minutes
S \ ey : T v il
Task | There are three parts to the test and each part fulfils a specific function in terms of

interaction pattern. task input and test takers’ output.

% —7 IELTS Speaking in detail
A SBT3 3K O R T A

Part 1 — Introduction and interview

" In this part, the examiner introduces him/herself and checks the test takers’ identity.

| Then the examiner asks the test takers general questions on some familiar topics such
as home, family, work, studies, interests. To ensure consistency, questions are taken

Task type and from a scripted examiner frame.

format FH = H LT ARE N IR EEN SR . Z5.FEalE RN E-E
A 26l TR AR HEATIIIN] . A R IERE H ) —BHE , X S al S I — 1 35 56
FOLRE (1 71 B ALl BB

| Part 1 lasts for 4 — 5 minutes,

This part of the test focuses on the test takers’ ability to communicate opinions and
| information on everyday topics and common experiences or situations by answering a
| range of questions.

| P E A EOLACRIG . B TR 2 L A A F S
No. of questions = Variable

Task focus
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Part 2 — Long turn

Task type and
format

Part 2 is the individual long turn. The examiner gives the test takers a task card which
asks the test takers to talk about a particular topic, includes points to cover in their
talk and instructs the test takers to explain one aspect of the topic. Test takers are
given 1 minute to prepare their talk, and are given a pencil and paper to make notes.
Using the points on the task card effectively. and making notes during the
preparation time. will help the test takers think of appropriate things to say.
structure their talk, and keep talking for 2 minutes.

The examiner asks the test takers to talk for 1 to 2 minutes, stops the test takers after
2 minutes, and asks one or two questions on the same topic.
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Part 2 lasts 3 - 4 minutes, including the preparation time,

Task focus

This part of the test focuses on the test takers’ ability to speak at length on a given
topic (without further prompts from the examiner), using appropriate language and
organising their ideas coherently. It is likely that the test takers will need to draw on
their own experience to complete the long turn.
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No. of questions

Variable

Part 3 — Discussion

In Part 3, the examiner and the test takers discuss issues related to the topic in Part 2

Task type and in a more general and abstract way and — where appropriate — in greater depth.
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Part 3 lasts 4 — 5 minutes,

This part of the test focuses on the test takers’ ability to express and justify opinions
Task focus and to analyse. discuss and speculate about issues.
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No. of questions

Variable

% =7 [IELTS Speaking — How it’s marked
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Marking and assessment

Speaking performances are assessed by certificated ITELTS examiners. All TELTS

examiners hold relevant teaching qualifications and are recruited as examiners by the test

centres and approved by British Council or IDP: IELTS Australia.




F—% BREoEZEMHNT 3 0

Fluency and coherence

This criterion refers to the ability to talk with normal levels of continuity, rate and effort
and to link ideas and language together to form coherent, connected speech. The key
indicators of fluency are speech rate and speech continuity. The key indicators of
coherence are logical sequencing of sentences, clear marking of stages in a discussion,
narration or argument, and the use of cohesive devices (e.g. connectors, pronouns and
conjunctions) within and between sentences.

Lexical resource

This criterion refers to the range of vocabulary the test takers can use and the precision
with which meanings and attitudes can be expressed. The key indicators are the variety of
words used, the adequacy and appropriacy of the words used and the ability to
circumlocute (get round a vocabulary gap by using other words) with or without
noticeable hesitation.

Grammatical range and accuracy

This criterion refers to the range and the accurate and appropriate use of the test takers’
grammatical resource. The key indicators of grammatical range are the length and
complexity of the spoken sentences. the appropriate use of subordinate clauses, and the
range of sentence structures. especially to move elements around for information focus.
The key indicators of grammatical accuracy are the number of grammatical errors in a
given amount of speech and the communicative effect of error.

Pronunciation

This criterion refers to the ability to produce comprehensible speech to fulfil the
Speaking test requirements. The key indicators will be the amount of strain caused to the
listener, the amount of the speech which is unintelligible and the noticeability of L1

influence.
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IELTS Speaking Part 1 — Dos and Don’ts

Do & I - Know What to Expect

You will probably be a little nervous and you don’t want any surprises that will make you
even more anxious, so you must be aware of exactly what will happen when you walk into
the room.

Before Part 1 begins four things will happen.

The examiner will introduce themselves and ask you what your name is. You can simply
reply “My name’s ”. Make sure that you use the contraction “name’s” rather
than “name is”. This will remind you to use contractions (e.g. I'm, We'd, they’ll) in the
rest of the test.

The examiner will then ask you “What can I call you?” You can simply say “You can call
me 7. If you have an English name, it is fine to use it, but make sure that you
pronounce it correctly. If you can’t say your own name properly, it does not create the
best first impression. If unsure, just use your normal name.

They will then ask you where you are from. Simply state “I'm from ”. There is
no need for you to give any extra information about your answers at this stage.

The examiner will finally ask to see your identification. Show it to them and then the test
can begin.

By knowing these four things will happen you will be more confident and start the exam well,
Do # 2 -Create a Good First Impression

My students often ask me, if they smile, are friendly and give the examiner good eye
contact, will they get a higher mark. The answer is no and yes.

There is nothing in the marking criteria which says that being nice. or looking the
examiner in the eye will improve your grade. However, being confident helps you

because it will have an effect on your answers.

If you look at the floor and give the impression that you would rather be anywhere in the
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world apart from in the room with the examiner, you will normally give very short
monotone answers and this will lower your score.

However, if you are open and friendly with the examiner, you are more likely to give
natural sounding answers.

Don’t overdo the eye contact thing. It feels really strange when someone looks you
straight in the eye for 15 minutes. Pretend that you are having a normal conversation
with a friend. If you were looking at the floor the entire time, a friend would ask you if
you were OK. If you were staring them dead in the eye, they would get a bit freaked out.

Pretend it is just a normal conversation and you will be fine.

Do # 3 - Pretend You're Interested in the Questions

Let’s face it, most IELTS questions are really boring. If you listen to someone answer a
boring question you will notice one thing — their voice is monotone i.e. it does not go up
or down in pitch at all, it sounds very flat. If you speak like this you will get a lower
mark for pronunciation because one of the crucial factors you will be tested on is
intonation.

When native English speakers talk, their voice naturally falls and rises depending on how
they feel about what they are saying.

Imagine you are late for class, you walk into the room and the teacher says to you in a
falling tone “Sit down, please.” They are probably telling you, through their intonation,
that they are not very happy with your lack of punctuality. However, if they said it with
a rising tone at the start, they would probably be telling you they don’t mind that you are
late and are happy to see you.

Similarly, if you pretend that you are interested in what the examiner is saying your
intonation should become more varied. However. be careful not to overdo it and make

your voice really high, or really low because you will sound like a crazy person.

Listening to native speakers talk and copying their intonation will give you a good idea of
what natural intonation sounds like.

Do % 4 - Extend Your Answers

There is no set amount of words or sentences that you should use in Part 1.

They shouldn’t be too short because you want to show the examiner that you can actually



