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Preface by Andres Liebenthal-Nephew

The publication of this book is an unexpected miracle. During
many years our uncle Walter devoted a great portion of his energies
to the research of this work, convinced that it would some day be
needed in China to nurture an interest in the wisdom of fairy tales
and their power to shape the imagination of children. Who was this
quiet man, whose work is finally coming to light?

| don't have any recollection of the years when we both
lived in the same house in Beijing, just a few photos of him as a
schoolboy standing around while | was the center of attention on
my grandmother's lap. My earliest memories, growing up as a child
in Argentina, is of the beautiful letters he wrote, always illustrated
with a sketch of what he was doing. When he was at an agricultural
school, the sketch showed some fruit trees he was learning to
prune. Later, when he was at an eurythmy school, he illustrated
his letters with himself in strange poses, outlining the movements
he was learning. While at Emerson College in England, he wrote us
about his work with disadvantaged children.

After many years of such long distance correspondence,



we were elated, and not a little surprised, to learn that he was
coming to teach at the Rudolf Steiner School in Buenos Aires.
By that time, in 1967, | was already studying in the US, so | only
saw him a few times during my rare trips home. | was particularly
impressed by the simplicity of his lifestyle, fully dedicated to his
pupils and friends, with hardly any attention to his own needs, and
his voracious appetite when dining at our (his brother's) home (a
tribute to my mother's cooking).

| saw him twice again following his move to Colombia. The first
time, in the early 90s, he was living in a tiny room in the school's
attic, again fully dedicated to his pupils and the school, and proud
of the fact that he was not wasting any money on rent or time
in going to work. He had used the proceeds of his inheritance to
acquire a small farm (finca) in the hills near Cali, where he had
hoped to earn some income from a tenant farmer that would
support him in retirement. But when he told me that, in the
meantime, he had been supporting the tenant from his modest
teacher's salary, because his concern about the tenant's health

problems that had prevented him from farming the fields, it became



apparent that his finca was never going to be an investment
success.

When | visited him again, a year before his death, he was living
in a modest apartment from where he commuted to the school in
its new campus in the southern suburbs of Cali. The finca had long
been lost, and the hills around the city were full of bandits, but he
was happy and well established at the school, surrounded by "his"
children (who called him "abuelo") and the teachers, who regarded
him as the resident guru, as the "stiller Punkt" as well as a real-
time link to the Waldorf roots in Germany. Some of his former
pupils also recognized and greeted him as we walked around the
colonial center and art galleries of the city.

Over the past few years, thanks to the efforts of Ms. Astrid
Schréter and her colleagues in the global Waldorf network to
bring this work to publication, our appreciation for our humble and
unassuming Onkel Walter has vastly increased. But it also restored
our faith in the workings of mysterious forces of destiny that could
bring the fruit of an impulse born in the mind of a young man to its

flourishing and maturation.
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Preface by René Liebenthal-Nephew

| was an elementary school pupil when Walter was in Buenos
Aires in the late 1960° s. He was the class teacher of a class two
levels below mine, but he taught projective geometry to my class. This
consisted in drawing a geometric element, for example a cube, and then
transport the points in order to achieve a different perspective of the
same object. For me it was very entertaining but few in the class could
understand the process. Walter had difficulty in imposing authority and
order in the class.

He was a very kind, simple person to the extent that to the eyes
of a child 12-13 years old he could appear naive. But those who could
overcome that prejudice ended up loving him. His former pupils and
colleagues still have fond memories of him after 30 years.

He had a special gift for art, he danced and painted very well.

His brothers enjoyed his company and Frank, the older brother,
guided him in the particularties of everyday life, like obtaining the

“Wiedergutmachung” from Germany, which he deserved as a forced

émigré from Nazi Germany, and in general, managing his finances.



Walter send us every year a Christmas card that he himself
designed with great love and artfulness. Later, when we had children , he
sent us small toys or strange tropical seeds for them to play.

He was the most loving, likable person | have ever known... A “good”
person has usually a dose of realism in himsel... with Walter it was a
different kind of “goodness” ... more like the embodiment of “kindness” .
It is perhaps for this reason that we perceived in him an angel-like
quality.

In conclusion, my remembrance of Walter is of a loving person, not
very practical for the things of everyday life, very skilled for all types
of handicrafts and artwork. Always willing to give, to help, and who was
happy with very few material things, but who with this attitude towards

life gained spiritual freedom.
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