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Fei Xiaotong’s monograph, “Differential Mode of Association,”

has had extensive impact in the contemporary scholar community.



Some consider it reflective of China in the past, embedded in the
“earthy” familial and territorial frame; while others consider it as a
pervasive reference of what China has been and is. Xinxiang Chen,
combining his personal journey from the rural to the urban and to
the global, his witness of changes that have taken place in China in
the past three decades, and his scholarly knowledge of “western”
thoughts, explicates an intellectual route from Fei’s depiction
of China of the past to a China in a contemporary and global
world. This route reflects both integration and changes between
the “past” and the “present”. Institutions such as collectivity
versus differentiation, love versus marriage, blood versus location,
legal versus moral authority, are employed and inter-woven in a
fascinating and challenging analysis. The monograph is a valuable
addition to the continuing dialogue on the contribution of Fei’'s work

to understanding China.
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