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Preface

Here we are again witnessing the new session of Hubei Arts Festivall

With earnest expectation of the arts world, the fourth arts festival was reopened two
years after the previous session. The festival has many activities which have won widespread
recognitions. The arts festival is a great moment for the arts world. Up to now, three sessions of
Hubei Arts Festival have been held. The first event was held in 2009. In 2015, the fourth session
of arts festival was held in simultaneously with the Second International Contemporary Arts
Festival. The arts festival has far-reaching influence and has become an important platform of
presenting the overall state and periodic creative results of Hubei fine arts. This event continued
the theme of previous international arts exhibitions. More efforts have been exerted to promote
international communications and to improve the reputation of Hubei arts in the world.

Since 1980s, the fine arts cause of Hubei has achieved unprecedented development, and
attracted ever-increasing attention of the public. The researches thereof have been pushed
forward, and fruitful results have been obtained. Summarizing and exploring the history of
modern fine arts of Hubei can help us better understand local fine arts and improve our artistic
practice. The popularization and publicity of Hubei culture and arts is the basis of promoting our
core values. The ultimate purpose is to build the modern arts spirit of Hubei. These concerns are
the reasons of this arts festival.

Looking back on the development of Hubei contemporary arts in the last three decades,
| have many reflections and many inspirations arising out of it. At present time, contemporary
arts is in a new stage which is centered on graphics and based on Internet, film, TV, painting,
sculpture, devices, multimedia and other media forms. The philosophical thoughts have also
exerted significant influences on modern arts. The research trend has transformed to pragmatic
rationality. The imbalance of rationality gives rise to dramatic conflicts. The artists express their

inner feelings through some conceptual vehicles. Rational reflection and the questioning on



instrumental reason are two characteristics of contemporary arts. In Karl Marx's Theses on
Feuerbach, he argued that “Philosophers have hitherto only interpreted the world in various
ways; the point is to change it."” The intention of Hubei Arts Festival is also for this concern. The
opening exhibition clearly indicates that Chinese contemporary arts are still in the progress of
transformation. The culmination takes yet more time to reach.

“Speech is the expression of feeling, and essay is the presentation of reasoning” (Wen
Xing Diao Long). The organizers of exhibition events have theirunique aesthetic ideologies
and viewpoints. The subjectivity and limitation in their thinking are inevitable. The evolution
of literary arts is endless. “Change makes things last long. Things in endless evolution won't
get exhausted.” The arts festival is an occasion that collectively presents people’s thinking,
interpretation and innovation of contemporary arts. It is a process of cognition instead of some
fixed results. The thinking and interpretation are general summaries, fundamental nature, or
truthful revelation of specific aspect or problem. For this reason, the arts festival is a conveyance
of studies and explorations of contemporary phenomena and topics of general interest from
multiple aspects and angles.

The arts festival is one of the most important cultural events of Hubei. It is intended to
promote the development of fine arts through various exhibition activities. The culture and arts
policy of “letting a hundred flowers blossom and a hundred schools of thought contend” has
set the foundation for continuous innovation and sustainable development. The organization
and development of arts festival is not the end of such endeavor. Like artistic creation, the arts
festival also needs the continuous input of various agencies, art organizations and interested

parties. This will be a long campaign. What we are doing now is just the commencement.

Liu Yongze
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