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A,

oreword

Over the past sixty years I have written more than 1000 poems
and translated into Chinese more than 300 foreign poems directly
from or indirectly through English. Apart from scattered appearances
in anthologies and critical essays, translations of my own poetry
have been published only in two books: the German version of
Music Percussive by Andreas Donath and the English version of
Acres of Barbed Wire by mysell.

Published both in 1971, the two books are now out of print.
However, there has been an increasing need for translations of my
poetry on occasions of international exchange. So I rearranged Acres
of Barbed Wire and enlarged it into the present selection entitled
The Night Watchman.

This bilingual edition with 68 poems is more substantial than
my average collection and amounts to approximately one tenth of my

total output in verse. Out of the 68, only 27 are taken from Acres
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of Barbed Wire; the rest are recent translations.

A selection of poems in translation is, of course, quite different
from ordinary selections of creative writing, where the simple aim is
to choose whatever is best and most representative, The former,
however, is limited by more complex considerations. Where a poem
is unique for its historical background, cultural context or linguistic
style, the translator is liable to achieve lamentably less despite
painfully greater efforts, Thus I have to excuse myself for having
refrained from tackling such demanding yet thankless Muse.

For a poet to translate his own poems, the advantage is, of
course, full understanding of the original, there being no risk of
misinterpretation. Yet the author, because he knows his own work
too well, is often discouraged by the feeling that it is impossible to
do full justice to the original in all its subtle nuances so that, as soon
as he commits himself to a foreign language, he feels guilty of
distortion. To keep my translation from degenerating into prosaic
paraphrase, 1 had sometimes to give verve priority over mere
correctness, Since the translator is the author himself, this liberty,

I believe, was taken at nobody else’s expense.

Yu Kwang-chung
Kaohsiung, Taiwan

October, 2016
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