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The American author William Faulkner had won the Noble Prize
for Literature by the fictional county Yoknapatawpha in 1949, and in
2012 Chinese author Mo Yan owned the same prize by Northeast Gaomi
Township. Though half a century apart, they share similarities in writing
style and the similarities have drawn many critics’ attention and thus
led to various studies on their influences, themes and images.
However, their studies on Faulkner and Mo Yan are more or less based
on the presupposition that Faulkner is superior to Mo. By universal
consent of critics and common readers, Faulkner is recognized as the
strongest American novelist of the twentieth century. On the other
hand, because of the experimental style in the Northeast Gaomi Town-
ship, Mo Yan has been criticized for a long time in China. Therefore,
when the critics need to evaluate two authors and their works, the
researchers unintentionally add the presupposition. Consequently
when Mo won the noble prize, it is obvious that presupposition should
be reset. Up until 2013, researchers put their attentions on the influ-
ence study and parallel study between the authors’ one or two novels in
images, themes, or writing style, finding the similarities or differences
and carrying out an evaluation of the two, however, the fictional coun-
ties which the two authors apocryphally created are ignored. In view of
this, the book aims to structure a pedigree system of two fictional coun-
ties based on the works they wrote, and do a comparative study on pedi-
gree from aspects of historical period, human relation, and geographical

conditions, and then evaluate the variation between Yoknapatawpha and
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Northeast Gaomi Township.

The book consists of seven parts: the introduction, five chapters
and the conclusion.

The introduction gives a brief review of the translation, introduc-
tion and the research of Faulkner in China and Mo Yan aboard. Since
1930"s the most famous novels of Faulkner has been translated in
China, and a few Faulkneriar biographies have been published in
Chinese. According to statistics from CDMD under CNKI, 7 doctoral
dissertations have aimed to study on Faulkner. Meanwhile, a growing
trend in Mo Yan has risen, especially when he won the Noble Price.
According to He Mingxing, the publications of Mo Yan have reached to
355 editions, among which the English version translated by Howard
Goldblatt is the most influential one. Among Mo Yan’s works, Garlic
Ballads and The Republic of Wine attracted special attentions abroad. In
China, comparative study on Mo Yan and Faulkner lasts for decades,
in which two doctoral and master-degree dissertations have been
written. After the brief introduction of the research works, the remaining
part of the section put forward the goal, focuses, design and the
principle in writing the book.

The body of the book includes five chapters. The first chapter
mainly discusses the pedigree of Yoknapatawpha and Northeast Gaomi
Township and therefore makes the comparative study based on the pedi-
gree. The second, the third and the fourth chapters analyze the under-
lying reasons of variation from lineage, sources, and belief respectively.
The fifth chapter aims to evaluate pedigree and the variation.

The first chapter is divided into three parts. Based on the text
analysis, the first part constructs pedigree charts from consanguineous
and geopolitical relations by structuralist anthropology. In the second
part, three dimensions of the pedigree are discussed from historical

period, human relation and geographical condition. In historical
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section, the extensity of time and the ignorance of the future in Yok-
napatawpha and the historical continuity and the emphasis on historical
events in Northeast Gaomi Township show the different concept of time
between two authors. From human relation, horizontal expansions
based on consanguinity and geopolitics make differences from multifold
and widerange patterns of expansion based on consanguinity and mar-
riage in Northeast Gaomi Township. And in geographical section, the
specific define of Yoknapatawpha shows the intention of building an
authentic county, while arbitrary decisions based on story needs show
the ambition of intensifying a typical place in China. The third part
makes a comparative study on pedigree system, finding out the varia-
tion between Yoknapatawpha and Northeast Gaomi Township.-

In the second chapter, lineage is discussed. The comparison
between images in pedigree and lineage indicates obvious connection
between the authors’ family and fictional pedigree. Therefore, researches
on the differences between Chinese and American traditional family
structure could draw out the origination of pedigree system. In Yok-
napatawpha, positions in the family hierarchy and parentage are essen-
tial for everyone. Religion and financial condition lead to an individual
autarchy. Lineage purity has a close connection with race. Moreover,
the primogeniture is the guarantee of economic stability. Therefore,
longitudinal lineage structure becomes the-basis of society. While in
Northeast Gaomi Township, it is easy to find out the trace of transfor-
mation from traditional lineage society to modernization. Therefore,
pedigree system reveals traditional lineage system and modernized
nuclear family, which combine the extensity and tightness.

In the third chapter, sources are discussed. This chapter falls into
two parts, one aims at geographic source in hometown, the other refers
to the literature traditions two authors carry on. Yoknapatawpha and

Northeast Gaomi Township derive from a genuine place in authors’
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hometown respectively, and the unique geographic land gives them dif-
ferent worldview and cultural inheritance. Regional concept and the
idea of Great Unity bring about two different attitudes towards construe-
tion of pedigree. Meanwhile, different literature traditions also provide
Faulkner and Mo Yan with distinctive writing style.

The fourth chapter aims to discuss belief from the different source
of humanism. Christianity has a strong effect on Faulkner because of
the strong control of Protestant in South America. He inherits liberty,
equality and fraternity but also conservatism. Mo Yan inherits Confu-
cianism and the belief of science and democracy from the May Fourth
Movement. But from his observation on peasantry living condition, Mo
Yan has a reflective review of scientism and the transformation in
China. Obviously, the two authors share the same belief in humanism ,
however, the source of their belief are different.

The fifth chapter carries out an evaluation of the significance of
pedigree. To analyze the variation from Northeast Gaomi Township to
Yoknapatawpha, the book uses Human Comedy as a root of pedigree
creation which is regarded as an evolving system. Balzac creates the
Human Comedy as a reflection of Paris in 19th century; while Faulkner
intentionally creates an apocryphal county to maintain the South America.
Therefore Yoknapatawpha is no longer a geographic name but a typical
image of South America representing a distinctive historical status. In
1980s* Mo Yan intentionally created a relatively close county inspired
by The Sound and the Fury. When he began to construct the world, he
deliberately uses the cultural inheritance and the lineage structure in
Chinese traditional society. The inheritance and the variation from one
to another reveal the evolving process of literature.

The conclusion gives a summary of the issues that have been dis-
cussed in the previous chapters. Moreover, the book also stresses that

in the process of globalization, while national culture is disappearing,
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the writers should make effort to maintain cultural identity. At the same
time, it is crucial to find out and keep the writers’ traditions and

characteristics.

Key Words: Yoknapatawpha; Northeast Gaomi Township; pedi-

gree; lineage; variation
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