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Preface

HU Zhengrong, Professor, Vice President of the Communication University of China, China

Several years ago, in the belief that education is the most important heritage of human-
kind with the mission of steering media and communication, a professional aspiration of our
Communication University of China ( CUC), the visionary International League of Higher
Education in Media and Communication, known as the MLeague, was founded here. Estab-
lished through CUC’s amicable ties with global peer institutions keen to share this common
responsibility, MLeague has expanded to embrace twenty three countries across the globe
and now involves sixty five universities. Based on MLeague’s predomidaut resourses, the Fac-
ulty of International Media, CUC, known as the ICUC was also founded. It is irrigating both
global academia and industry creating a tide that hopefully will flow ever swiftly and strongly.

We are living in an era when communication and education in combination are influen-
cing modern civilization in an increasingly profound way. Intertwined and mutually comple-
mentary, both are devoted to the transmission of culture and the creation of civilization with
their influence reaching all levels of society. In an increasingly connected and integrated
world, they are steadily assuming the duties of national and cultural identity construction and
differential national competition. Now is a special moment, with convergence alongside seg-
mentation, with globalization alongside localization, with challenges alongside opportunities,
when media and education together both request and offer unprecedented opportunities for
more intensive and productive international cooperation.

Few would dispute that the creation and dissemination of knowledge, the training of
technical and academic staff and the offering of services to benefit the development of socie-
ty are executed significantly by university institutions. It is no surprise that MLeague and
ICUC has been founded in such circumstances, and initiated by my beloved CUC, the cradle
of China’s media talents and China’s foremost media university with a distinguished reputa-
tion in, and an outstanding contribution to, the fields of culture and information communica-
tion. A major pragmatic CUC effort is the promotion of the internationalization of higher edu-
cation on media and communication through MLeague and ICUC. Furthermore, it proposes
international collaboration through the sharing of research and teaching resources and insti-
tutional influence by means of this strong combination worldwide. Already, in only four
years, MLeague endeavours and accomplishments can be proclaimed and the names of brand
projects announced such as the bi-annual MLeague International Symposium and the Inter-
national Professor Workshop (IPW) . National boundaries and East and the West are being
bridged on an unprecedented scale.

The ICUC International Series is another fundamental academic achievement of



MLeague. It is one of the few book series published in the English language initiated by Chi-
na, thus takes a significant lead in international media academia with its strong collaboration
between Chinese and overseas scholars and with its pioneering interdisciplinary and forward
looking research. With China poised to take a more dominant position in global economics
and politics, a pressing need of contemporary academia on the one hand, requires domestic
academia to consciously undertake the important responsibility of constructing and develo-
ping national culture and projecting national soft power, and on the other hand, there is a
need for international peers to be aware of China’s coming ascendancy: both needs to be a-
chieved by means of academic exchange and cooperation. Therefore, the Series aims both to
keep a foothold in China but to possess a global footstep, utilizing the rich resources of the
MLeague and ICUC, thus bringing together a world wide global elite to discuss up-to-date
research findings, to share exclusive ideas, to improve better understanding and to involve
pluralistic voices in consideration of media and communication as an effective medium for
promoting international progress. In short, the MLeague and ICUC roles are to carry on the
“old” mission to educate but also to build a bridge in order to make possible a “new” con-
nection for cutting-edge studies.

The ICUC International Series has been created on the firm foundation of CUC,
MLeague and ICUC’s impressively remarkable activities. It interacts fully and cooperates
fully with distinguished professors and professionals invited through the IPWs, and has a-
dopted an interdisciplinary ethos in order to engage with their advanced theoretical and em-
pirical views in the form of edited books, reviews, translations and monographs. It is repre-
sented by a media and communication studies’ advance guard involving a wide range of na-
tionalities, while at the same time it has assembled valuable minds from the MLeague net-
work knowledgeable about recent developments in the discipline and keen to disseminate
this knowledge to the world. Furthermore, the MLeague and ICUC takes pains to select well-
chosen studies to provide cognate and comparative as well as contextualized analyses cover-
ing integrative and cross-cultural themes in communication on China from a global perspec-
tive in the form of a newly launched high-standard academic journal.

In short, the MLeague and ICUC through its publications, is a united international con-
duit for the promising young researchers allowing them to seize opportunities to promote
communication studies and communication practices in global academia and the media in-
dustry, while at the same time it offers established scholars the opportunity to build working
networks and exchange peer reviewed knowledge on the widest front in media and communi-
cation areas.

The ICUC International Series is the substantive academic pioneer of a future, wide and
deep cooperation between CUC, MLeague, ICUC and our international peers. By means of
the effort and support of our committed partners, the Series, ICUC, and the MLeague, CUC
will contribute to the construction of future exceptional and extraordinary education “sky-
scrapers”. My thanks go to all the individuals and institutions involved in the Series project,
who bring our efforts to the attention of a global audience, and who share in a notable inter-
national achievement. And a special acknowledgement is made to the members of the Inter-
national Editorial Board. It is always a privilege and a pleasure to be associated with these
eminent scholars and professionals.

Media influences the world, and education leads the media. International collaboration
will light the way to progress.
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J. A. Mangan

This CUC Press (ICUC) International Series publication THE OLYMPIC GAMES is an am-
bition realized and an intention fulfilled. The early collection LONDON 2012 , of necessity,
was an incomplete publication circumscribed by a required word limitation. No consideration
of Tokyo 2020 as a consideration of continuity or change of East Asian political preoccupa-
tions was possible albeit originally intended. Due to the perceptive professional attitude and
approach of the CUC Press this has been rectified. THE OLYMPIC GAMES is thus an e-
volved ,advanced convergent collation. The CUC and CUC Press, of course,is closer to polit-
ical realities in East Asia and thus arguably capable of informed judgement involving the re-
gion and significance of collation. For these reasons and the outstanding editorial apprecia-
tion and support I have received, the Press and ICUC has been a professional pleasure to
work with. I wish every success to CUC,MLeague ,ICUC and CUC Press in the future. It will
be well deserved. Finally my personal thanks to Ren Tianwei for her exceptional editorial as-
sistance and to Luo Qing for her immediate perspicacity as Editor-in-Chief.
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FOREWORD: Cosmopolitan Global Maturity
515t F A 2B A

William Kelly
Yale University, USA

2012 London Olympic Games were deeply significant to the East Asian nations as a
liminal “betwixt-and-between™ moment in the growing Asian presence in the Olympic move-
ment. That is, the London Olympics were the aftermath to the 2008 Beijing Olympics and a
prelude to the 2020 Tokyo Olympics. The London Olympics were, in effect, held on*“neutral”
ground on which the East Asian nations both flexed their solidarity as an emerging strong
block within the international Olympic Movement and displayed their intense sibling rival-
ries. The studies in these volumes insightfully dissect key elements of East Asian participa-
tion in the London Olympics in the context of the geopolitics of the East Asian region and as
a prospect for a new 21st-century history of the Olympic Games that will fully address the A-
sian role.

The range of topics and the depth of analysis across the many articles here are impres-
sive, and 1 want to introduce them by noting a number of broad themes that run through and
unite them. Indeed, one of the most fascinating themes in the articles is precisely the ever-
present tensions during the London Olympic Games between the pan-regional solidarity of
the East Asian nations, which collectively represented some of the most enthusiastic partici-
pation and the strongest performances among the athletes, and the intra-regional rivalries
that were never far below the surface. As several of the articles detail, the demonstration and
subsequent banning of South Korean soccer player Park Jong-woo, the lack of sanctions for
the“Rising Sun” emblem on the Japanese gymnastics team uniforms, and the embarrassing
mistake of displaying the South Korean national flag for the North Korean women’s soccer
team—these and other incidents only exacerbated the spirited rivalries among East Asian
nations on the playing fields themselves.

A second theme that lies behind many of these articles is the shape of the region. What
is“Asia”and what is*East Asia”within it? These are definitional issues of obvious political
potency. In FIFA football, for instance, the Asian Football Confederation ( AFC) stretches
from Beirut to Tokyo and Beijing to Sydney. That is, its membership extends from the Middle
East to the Far East, including Southwest Asia, South Asia, Southeast Asia, and East Asia.
Even Australia, drawn by its rapidly increasing trade ties to China and Japan, left FIFA’s Pa-
cific Confederation to join the AFC!

At this moment within the International Olympic Movement, such an expansive Asia
plays less of a role than do the East Asian nations as a bloc: they are clearly the Asian lead-
ers in the I0C. However, it is important to recognize that the Asian Games ( most recently in



Inchon, South Korea in 2014) are now the world’s second largest multi-sport mega-event af-
ter the Olympic Games themselves. Thus, simultaneously, we must track Asia’s emergence as
a 21" -century world center in politics, economics and sports and East Asia’s emergence as
the Asian vanguard into global sports—and perhaps, thirdly, China’s emerging domination
within East Asia. What is fascinating about the articles here is the range of views and fore-
casts that they present for these three unfolding scenarios.

As a third major theme, a number of these articles focus less on the regional geopolitics
and more on the equally important matter of how competing in the 21" -century Olympic
Games motivates interests and agendas domestically within each East Asian nation. Partici-
pating and hosting the Olympics have always had consequential reverberations within na-
tions—for sports development, for metropolitan infrastructure, for media growth, for environ-
mental policy, for citizen education, and for other domestic ambitions. And because sport—
especially the Olympics—are widely regarded as potent soft power, national prestige and do-
mestic politics often become entwined—sometimes explosively. Sport is centrally about
open-ended competition and heated rivalries, and so it is much harder to engineer and or-
chestrate than other weapons of soft power ( pop music, anime, film industries, etc. ) . Sport is
a stage, not a product list. When a nation puts its prestige on the starting line, it must accept
the consequences of losing face when it loses the race!

Finally, the London Olympics were significant to the international Olympic movement in

showing that East Asia has moved to the I0C head table in terms of participation, competi-
tion, audience, markets and corporate sponsorship even when an East Asian nation is not
hosting the Games! Emerging from their first 100 years, the Olympic Games have largely
grown out of their European infancy and their U. S. - Soviet Union-dominated adolescence.
I'm not sure that one should then hope for an Asian adulthood in their second century. Even
better, as the Asian nations are assuming leadership roles in the Olympic movement, we can
expect the Games to display a cosmopolitan global maturity.
" These companion volumes demonstrate two further lessons as well: that East Asian
scholars are now contributing centrally to the world body of Olympie scholarship and that
East Asian presses—here, CUC Press—have boldly taken up the imperative and the oppor-
tunity to publish some of the most important work. The editors and authors should be proud
of their initiative and accomplishment.
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PROLOGUE: Eurocentric Lens Removed: Wilsonian Re-ordered 1

PROLOGUE: Eurocentric Lens Removed: Wilsonian
Re-ordered”
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J. A. Mangan

The rise of the West to a position of dominance is one of the most important developments in
world history in recent centuries. All writings about the world in recent times have had to take
into account the rise of the West. However, from its zenith at the beginning of the twentieth cen-
tury, Europe’s hold over Asia was dramatically weakened. The twenty-first century is increas-
ingly“The Asian Century”. It is time to remove the Eurocentric lens through which much of re-
cent world history has been viewed. The removal of this lens is the purpose of The Olympic
Games. Will a new Wilsonian Moment now occur? Will the ambitious vision of Woodrow Wil-
son be realised at last in sport if not politics? Will the world experience a Neo-Wilsonian Mo-
ment in sport with the nations of the East celebrating the full fruits of full national equality,

recognition and acceptance in a long delayed post-1919 harvest gleaned in recent global sports
mega-events? Will future Olympic Games fully embrace the histories, values and traditions of
both West and East? Will the Eurocentric lens remain in place?
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We live in a world that empires have made. Indeed, most of the modern world is a relic of
empires: colonial and pre-colonial, African, Asian, European and American. '

.. as empires come and empires go, at some stage the power of the United States will wane
and another great power will rise up to fill the vacuum. This ambition, and an impatience to force

events, has made Asia an unpredictable and dangerous place for all of us ...”

(D This essay is an adapted and enlarged version of an early version that occurred in the International Journal of History
of Sport.



2 The Olympic Games: Asia Rising—London 2012 and Tokyo 2020

.. sport creates changes in nations that goes beyond the physical to the political. ... sport
is not just a spectacle: it is a powerful political agent that generates internal and external pres-
sures for change that are difficult to ignore ... sport matters politically .

... the Triple East Asian Olympic Games ... are the precursors of Asian mega-events to
come: sooner rather than later. The momentum ... will increase year by year. The traction of the
Asian engine grows increasingly more powerful and there should no doubts in Western minds
that these events collectively are ascendant symbols of Asia Rising; differentially but emphati-
cally across its nations—politically, economically and culturally .

(Sport) is not merely a political act but a ... political instrument. ’

Adaptation of the Von Clausewitz celebrated maxim.

European Origins and Influences

Sport played globally, organised globally, commercialised globally, politicised globally
and, last but least, enjoyed globally—whatever the local variations, interpretations and nu-
ances—has resulted in sport-obsessed global societies with common*play”, pleasures and pur-
poses. It is an obsession that will only grow in the twenty-first century. And it all began in Eu-
rope. °

The rise of the West to a position of dominance is one of the most important developments
in world history in recent centuries. Everyone writing about the world beyond Europe has had
to take the rise of the West into account, consciously or unconsciously. ’

Europeans foisted their singular qualities on the unwilling and unprepared majority of
humanity, transforming the entire world in their own image and establishing a hierarchy of
prestige defined by the success of imitation. In the world revolution of Westernisation, Western
political ambition and competitiveness became universal. The victorious Westerners, their own
ways and self-confidence boosted by their worldwide sway, left the rest of the world humiliated
and in cultural limbo. Under the Western impact, traditional authorities and local customs had
no future; they crumbled away. Meanwhile, the imported ways of the West remained superficial
or even incomprehensible; they did not fit societies whose cultural sovereignty had been
crushed. *

Asian Ascendance and Assertion

From its zenith at the beginning of the twentieth century, Europe’s hold over Asia was
dramatically weakened; by 1950, Europe was reduced to a peripheral presence in Asia, shored
up only by the newest Western power, the USA, and increasingly depended on an informal em-
pire made up of military bases, economic pressures and political coups. Europeans, and then A-
mericans, found that they had underestimated the Asian ability to assimilate modern ideas,
techniques and institutions—the “secrets” of Western power—and then to turn them against the
West itself. They had failed to notice the intense desire for equality and dignity among people
whom Europe’s most influential thinkers, from Hegel and Marx to John Stuart Mill, had
deemed unfit for self-rule—thinkers whose ideas, ironically, would in fact prove highly potent

among these*“subject peoples”. ’

.. it is now clearer that the central event of the last century for the majority of the world’s
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population was the intellectual and political awakening of Asia and its emergence from the ruins of
both Asian and European empires. To acknowledge this is to understand the world not only as it
exists today, but also how it is continuing to be remade not so much in the image of the West as in

accordance with the aspirations and longings of former subject peoples.

New World: Future Order or Disorder. The Wilsonian Moment Passé?

A Historical Watershed

An aggressively nationalistic China rose swiftly, and the long revolt against the West that be-
gan in the late nineteenth century seemed to be approaching a historical watershed. Certainly, the
dominance of the West already appeared just another, surprisingly short-lived phase in the long
history of empires and civilisations. "'

A New World

This is a new world, but there is neither a new world order ( to use a phrase that was fashion-
able in the early 1990s) , nor is there a new world disorder ( to use a phrase that has become more
fashionable since) . What makes this a particularly difficult and dangerous world is that, through
globalisation, three zones are interconnected. A world divided into three needs a threefold security
policy and a threefold mindset. Neither is easy to achieve.

Part One: Well Beyond the Wilsonian Moment—Modern Sport

“Once we remove the Eurocentric lens through which ... international history in gener-
al has most often been viewed, central events and experiences pertaining to non-European
peoples come into focus ...”"The removal of this lens is the focus of The Olympic Games:
Prism for East Asian Politics and Geopolitics: London 2012 and Tokyo 2020. It is necessary.
This is the“The Asian Century”. "“The shift away from the West as the focal point of modern
history was one of the central features of the twentieth century': this shift is accelerating in
the twenty-first century. It is true of sport—the modern global obsession, '° and especially
true of East Asian sport. '’

Attention is focused more and more, as it should be, on non-Western nations as increas-
ingly influential participants in world affairs—including world sport: without any doubt now
a political and geopolitical affair. One distinct advantage in East and West is release from an
insular Western view of the world.

The balance of forces at work becomes more visible in global perspective. Although in our
own culture we feel free, we are blind to the hidden factors of cultural conditioning that shape our
actions. Only by looking at ourselves from the outside, ... can we see how deeply enmeshed we are
in the network of hidden factors that constitute our cultural identity ... we become aware that our
actions are determined by an almost infinite number of forces beyond the range of our conscious-
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ness.

Nevertheless, paradoxically, in modern sport one standardised global manifestation of



