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Publisher’s Note

To satisfy the demand for reading materials for Chinese learners at home and
abroad and to promote intercultural communication and understanding, the Confucius
Institute Headquarters (Hanban) has commissioned the compilation and publication
of the second series of Stories of Chinese People's Lives, after the publication of its
first series in 2015.

Through descriptions of an ordinary day for Chinese people from all walks of
life. the second series of Stories of Chinese People's Lives aims to share real and
heartwarming life stories from contemporary Chinese people and to introduce the
ancient and yet constantly evolving Chinese culture to Chinese learners worldwide.

This series contains seven books: People in Their 20s, People in Their 30s,
People in Their 40s, People in Their 50s, People in Their 60s, People in Their 70s,
and People in Their 80s and 90s. These books serve to illustrate the daily lives and
outlooks of people of all ages.

The second series of Stories of Chinese People’s Lives has the following
features:

1. Texts in each book are true stories written in authentic Chinese. Each book
includes six texts, all of which are drawn from the One Day, One Life column on
QQ.com. To satisfy the interests of different and diverse groups of readers, each book
tells the stories of six people from various ethnic groups, regions and professions.

2. Each text corresponds to a specific HSK level. Based on its vocabulary,
sentence length and cultural elements, each text is marked between HSK 4 and HSK
6 as a reference for learners at different levels.

3. The key words in each text are selected based on the vocabulary syllabus
in the HSK Test Syllabus, and are mainly composed of words at or above HSK 5§
and HSK 6. These key words are listed alongside the text and parts of speech and
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definitions are explained in English. A glossary is attached at the end of each book for
the readers’ reference. '

4. The presentation of both traditional and contemporary Chinese culture is
equally stressed. Words containing cultural elements and Internet buzzwords are
highlighted and illustrated alongside the text with detailed annotations in both
Chinese and English. Each text is followed by a reading section called Extensive
Reading, which contains a further bilingual introduction of related cultural events or
phenomena.

5. Each book is made very readable with attractive pictures and well-written
texts. Real life photos are correspondingly arranged on every page of the texts. The
words containing cultural elements and the Extended Reading passages are also
complimented with pictures to make them more visually engaging.

6. The books stress an amusing and interactive reading experience. A Cultural
Links section is set in each text, which allows readers to scan QR codes to gain
access to a wealth of online resources, including related images, audio files, videos
and websites. In addition, there are interesting activities attached (such as designing a
mandarin gown) to correspond with themes of the texts.

The second series of Stories of Chinese People’s Lives is applicable to both
intensive and extensive reading. The books can be used as classroom materials for
teachers and also as extra-curricular reading materials for Chinese learners. We hope
that this series of books will open a window for Chinese learners, both at home and
abroad, to learn more about contemporary China. We also hope that reading these
books will help learners to deepen their understanding of China’s economy, society,
traditional customs, and geography; as well gain a modern, fresh and useful Chinese
vocabulary.

Foreign Language Teaching and Research Press
September, 2016
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For the past eight years, Grandpa
Zhou has built many warm homes
for stray cats.
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The 70-year-old Tian Chunsheng
exercises every day in the park. He
has played roles in many films and
TV serials.
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My 76-year-old grandma has made
cloth shoes with multi-layer outsoles

for her entire lifetime.
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A 75-year-old man pursues his dream

of performing in Beijing opera,

enjoying even the small roles.
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The annual reunion shows the happy
life of a four-generation family.
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This is a story about a 75-year-old
“kidult” enjoying his happy twilight
years.
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Grandpa Zhou, a 74-year-old
retired teacher, is truly a cat lover. He
has fed stray cats every day for the
past eight years, and recorded bits and

pieces of his memories with them.



742 B HE BIR KRBT E K52 ~ §2 ~kong
. W 4EFIE, RFHE
AP AHIRY “HvkIE" o J\EEK,

“‘complex” (&4 ) BIAD

IZ R G R 5L JL /S EIEFR PRI, — W eom . SRR
HEMRIA o

RN, 7FADIRIE S AR [E 5 Kong is an Internet buzz-
word that comes from the

/& o ﬁﬂﬁ: Z/ﬁ\ yﬁ]ﬁ%j*ﬁ % , 79 3}{*{1 E T ’65& prefix “com” of the word

I FIOHTIS, DU S RN 2 ) st v e
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A buzhé-blkou downright; sheer

JE K maomi n. cat; Kitty

=75 weiydng v. raise; keep

i) lidlang v. roam about; drift around

=R bénbo v.  rush/dash about

IEES dang'an n. file; archive; record
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EEME  gingyoudizhong show special preference/favour to
ekt zhaoliao V. take care of; attend to

=L |dobanr n. (of old couple) husband or wife
X sheqa n. community

[Ehf zhoubian n. neighbouring area
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chushen
pei
kewei

tuwén-bingmao

one's previous experience or occupation
match

it may/can be called

(of a book, magazine, etc) be excellent in both

pictures/illustrations and texts



