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Preface

Located in Western Henan and midstream of the Yellow River, known as Luoyang and
Yuzhou in ancient times, Luoyang was named after its location near northern Luohe River. With a
history of more than 5,000 years of civilization, 4,000 years of established cities and 1,500 years
of being the capital (105 emperors established their regimes here at various points in history),
Luoyang is one of the birthplaces and cradles of Chinese civilization and the Chinese nation.
Meanwhile, it was also an important hub of the Grand Canal in the Sui (581-618) and Tang

dynasties (618-907) besides being the important starting point of China’s ancient Silk Road.

Because of its long history, Luoyang has numerous cultural relics above and underground
as well as architectural remains, grottoes and inscriptions. Since 2015, Luoyang owns three
World Cultural Heritage Sites.

In Impression of Luoyang, I collected the images and texts focused on historic and cultural
relics of Luoyang through my investigations, visits, and live-drawing over a long period of time.
The book shows historic relics and the intangible cultural heritage of Luoyang through pen
sketches. The purpose of compiling this book is to draw the attention of ordinary people to the
precious historical and cultural resources of the Luoyang region while attaching importance to
protecting and researching them.

In order to complete this book, I went to Luoyang and nearby regions over 10 times. Even
so, compared with the numerous historical and cultural relics of Luoyang, my sketches are still far
from being complete. I'd appreciate to have comments and instructions from readers in the future
to help complete this book.

Xue Feng
March, 2015
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Longmen Grottoes « Panoramic View
Located 12 kilometers to southern Luoyang City, it is one of China's three major grottoes, on par with

Yungang Grottoes of Datong and Thousand-Buddha Grottoes of Dunhuang. It was dug in 494 and
continuously built in large-scale for over 400 years.
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Longmen Grottoes * Fengxian Temple

Originally known as the Vairocana Buddha Cave, located in the south of Mount Xishan of the Long-
men Grottoes, and built in 672 during the reign of Tang Emperor Xianheng, Fengxian Temple is the

largest and most representative niche in the Longmen Grottoes. With its vivid carvings, it is a wonder
in the history of Chinese stone carving art.
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