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Abstract

The Minnan region is located on the southeast coast of China, where there are abundant raw materials
for porcelain-making and sufficient firewood for kiln-firing. The geographic location facilitates transportation
and communication. Minnan witnessed a rapid development of ceramic industry beginning from the Song
dynasty, which is indicated by the remarkably increasing number of kiln workshops and the increasing
scale of production. The complexity of porcelain production exhibits a regional variety in the coastal area
of Quanzhou, the inland Quanzhou and Zhangzhou. These areas are identified as the distinctive centers of
porcelain production within Minnan. The current thesis examines the type of porcelain, the manufacturing
technique, and the ware-firing technique based on the typical archaeological remains from the three
areas mentioned above. A chronological sequence of the porcelain remains is followed in each area. The
development of porcelain production in the coastal area of Quanzhou is divided into four phases: early to
middle Northern Song, late Northern Song to early Southern Song, middle to late Southern Song, and the
Yuan dynasty. This area is characterized by celadon, Qingbai ware, black glazed ware and green glazed
ware. Six phases are identified in the inland Quanzhou, including late Northern Song to early South Song,
middle and late South Song, the Yuan dynasty, early and middle Ming, late Ming to early Qing, and middle
to late Qing. Qingbai ware, white glazed ware and blue and white ware were successively the main products
throughout these six phases, and white ware was most prevalent. The development phases of porcelain
production in Zhangzhou are the same to those of inland Quanzhou, but the main products in Zhangzhou
were Qingbai ware, celadon, blue and white ware, “Wu Cai’” ware and ‘Su San Cai’ ware. To be noted, blue
and white ware was a remarkable type and its production reached a peak from the late Ming to early Qing.
Based on the periodization of these areas, a seven-phase chronology for the development of porcelain
production in Minnan region, that is, the early to middle Northern Song, late Northern Song to early Southern
Song, middle to late Southern Song, the Yuan dynasty, early to middle Ming, late Ming to early Qing, and
the middle to late Qing. Generally speaking, the seven phases can be grouped into two major stages- Song to
Yuan, and Ming to Qing.

Investigation on the geographic distribution of the kilns shows that they were mainly located on
hillsides or table lands along to Jinjiang River, Jiulongjiang River and their tributaries. The centers of
porcelain production are identified in the following places according to the high concentration of kilns: the
Cizao kilns (in Jinjiang) and Nankeng kilns (in Nan’an ) in the coastal area of Quanzhou, the Dehua kilns
and Anxi kilns in inland Quanzhou, and the Nansheng kilns, Wuzhai kilns (in Pinghe) and Dongxi kilns (in
Hua’an and Nanjing) in Zhangzhou. In the earlier period, the kiln workshops in southern Fujian were mainly
located along the rivers, but they gradually moved toward inland and thus the distribution of central kilns

changed as well. Additionally. the most intensified and flourished porcelain production took place in the
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middle to late Southern Song, and from the late Ming to early Qing. Such observations indicate the changing
pattern of porcelain production in Minnan region.

This thesis compares the technology of porcelain production in Minnan region with that from its
surrounding areas. It shows that both imitation techniques and innovative techniques were adopted in Minnan
region. Firstly, the well-known kilns were leading in porcelain type, shape and decoration. In the early
Northern Song, celadon from the Yue kilns were imitated; from the late Northern Song to the Yuan dynasty,
Qingbai ware produced in Jingdezhen kilns was widely imitated; celadon from Longquan kilns in mid-to-
late Southern Song to the Ming was a main model; while since the middle Ming, blue and white ware and
‘Wu Cai’ ware from Jingdezhen were imitated. The imitation ware became the mainstream of product in the
periods mentioned above. Secondly, the technique of making white ware in Dehua kilns of inland Quanzhou,
which was invented in the late Southern Song, rapidly developed into a distinctive technological style in
Yuan dynasty, and subsequently flourished in the late Ming. Delicate figurines as an important category of
white porcelain were well-known abroad. The technique of producing such white ware was widely spread
from China to Europe and the Americas, and made a significant contribution to local porcelain production.
Thirdly, ware-firing technique in Minnan region locally evolved based on the changing kiln structure, from
the ‘partitioned-chamber’ Long kiln to the ascending kiln which further developed into the ‘cross-chamber’
ascending kiln. The techniques adopted in Minnan also influenced the neighbor regions in China, the Korean
Peninsula and Japan.

This thesis explores the porcelain trade of Minnan region and it shows that products were mainly
exported to overseas markets. Porcelain was widely sold from the ports of Minnan region to Japan, the
Koran Peninsula, Southeast Asia, Middle East and Africa during the Song and Yuan period, with Japan and
Southeast Asia being two major overseas markets. In the Ming and Qing period, Europe and the Americas
became important markets as well. Therefore, porcelain was also one of the important trade goods along
the Maritime Silk Route and part of exported porcelain in ancient China. The worldwide porcelain trade,
on the one hand, enriched and transformed local daily objects; on the other, demand from overseas markets
stimulated porcelain production in Quanzhou and Zhangzhou, places that had geographic advantages in
export because of the ports and had influenced the production scale and types of product.

Above all, this thesis presents the developing trajectory of porcelain production in Minnan region from
the Song to Qing period as one of the economic supports in overseas trade network, during which the export-
oriented production gradually appeared. The development of porcelain industry was a process of interaction
between production and marketing. As analyzed above, the scenario of such development and the system
of porcelain production, trade and consumption is revealed by (1) remains of artifacts from Nan’an, Cizao,
Dehua and Zhangzhou kilns; (2) shipwrecks and overseas discoveries of Minnan porcelains; (3) records
of ports in Quanzhou, Yuegang, Xiamen, Fuzhou and Guangzhou, as well as overseas trade supported by

navigation techniques.
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