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Text A

If you are a self-made man, the one that has achieved success by his own

efforts, is respected in American culture.
Being A Self-made Man

1 A characteristic of American culture that has become almost a tradition
is to respect the self-made man—the man who has risen to the top through his
own efforts, usually beginning by working with his hands. While the leader
in business or industry or the college professor occupies a higher social posi-
tion and commands greater respect in the community than the common laborer

or even the skilled factory worker, he may take pains to point out that his fa-
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ther started life in America as a farmer or laborer of some sort.

2 This attitude toward manual labor is now still seen in many aspects of
American life. One is invited to dinner at a home that is not only comfortably
but even luxuriously furnished and in which there is every evidence of the
fact the family has been able to afford foreign travel, expensive hobbies, and
college education for the children; yet the hostess probably will cook the din-
ner herself, will serve it herself and will wash dishes afterward, furthermore,
the dinner will not consist merely of something quickly and easily assembled
from contents of various cans and a piece of cake or a pie bought at the near-
by bakery. On the contrary, the hostess usually takes pride in careful prepa-
ration of special dishes. A professional may talk about washing the car, dig-
ging in his flowerbeds, painting the house. His wife may even help with
these things, just as he often helps her with the dishwashing. The son who is
away at college may wait on table and wash dishes for his living, or during
the summer holiday he may work with a construction gang on a highway in or-
der to pay for his education.

3 Americans show great respect and admiration for Abraham Lincoln,
and most people regard him as a model in their personal struggle. Some peo-
ple think that it is Lincoln’s talents and ability that lead him to succeed, but
this is only partly true. Actually, Lincoln gained his success mostly because
he kept working hard and insisting on his dream. He became the great presi-
dent of America at the age of fifty one.

4 The United States of America is different from those societies in which
a man’s social position is determined by birth or by his family’s social position
or by the whole town or district, such as India. In the USA, a man can move
from the bottom of the society to the top by his own efforts rather than by birth

or related to family or a group of relatives. Every cowboy can dream of be-
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coming a great man, only if he makes efforts to realize his dream. The

self-made one will usually gain respect from others in American culture.
Vocabulary

characteristic | keriktorristik | @  BLEIR) ) JHAEHY
respect [ris'pekt] v,  BH, B

attitude [ eetitjuid]  n. B, B

comfortably [ 'kamfotobli]  ad.  &FiRHL, Z5%Hs
luxuriously [lag'zjuoriosli]  ad.  Z{EHi, ZEfEHL
tradition [trodifon] n. 545, BH

occupy [ 'okjupai] v FHAE, 54

command [ ka'mamd] v S, ¥iE
furthermore [fordo'mo: (r)] ad.  MAh, TH
assemble [a'sembl| .  UdE, H4E

various | 'vearios| a.  HAVEEEN, IFEZH
preparation [ prepa'reifon]  n. HER, HCh
construction [ kon'strakfon]  n. i, #ik
admiration [ @edmo'reifon] n.  FEHE, BE
personal ['parsanl] a.  NAMI, FEHMK
struggle [ stragl] o f¥3}, ##4L

talent [ telont] n. KA, AAREMIA
determine [ di'tormin] v. g, [ FHLL
district [ 'distrikt |  n.  HEX, X%

afford [oford] v. L5,

Phrases & Expressions

consist of 5, U
take pride in ) R yIREE 3
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R EEE

talk about R B 7y

in order to A e
pay for  SZfY
regard. .. as... E (WRRREEE A eeeee

be different from Hee.nn UNEG
be determined by 25 REREER o rg

dream of g 3> CLLTEE
make efforts to B I =R

Notes

1. A characteristic of American culture that has become almost a tradition is
to respect the self-made man—the man who has risen to the top through his own ef-
forts, usually beginning by working with his hands.

 the self-made man 1) self-made BRI TS, Bl 554 T2
SERAEHEY, ATFREZMASEIRLLEE A I3, @l A CS Nk
RN

2. While the leader in business or industry or the college professor occupies a
higher social position and commands greater respect in the community than the
common laborer or even the skilled factory worker, he may take pains to point out
that his father started life in America as a farmer or laborer of some sort.

X AIES, while B2 “BAR, AmM”, 51RibREN] . FAHE
take pains to do sth. Z N2 PR P OMEIE S, of some sort -+ 2, REM
RA, BRI R R0, M7 shE SEF R IR TA, oF
AN R, IRECR K2 B 1 A7 S bk HL B Sz AR, At n] R4k B
O HE AR 36 [ R pl L R A R el T AZ 2R,

3. One is invited to dinner at a home that is not only comfortably but even
luxuriously furnished and in which there is every evidence of the fact the family has

been able to afford foreign travel, expensive hobbies, and college education for the
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children;

not only comfortably but even luxuriously furnished H1f] not only. .. but even
o BAAL e HEFE oo+ in which JFTH 5| $—~E 15 N\ AI %} home #4715
Wi, fact 5 & — R ALEMA], XFHSEATRERE, Fril, BEAIEm .
HRBBIE R — AU I B BN K BME, KEXRAABRHEAN
AERESRDE, ARG E S &G/ ER

4. Some people think that it is Lincoln’s talents and ability that leads him to
succeed, but this is only partly true.

R ATIE ) FEBLE M that 51 R ETENA], [FES, £E A SO — 58
VEA]. itis... that .., IFf&--- #J, but this is only partly true H1§J this 51t
that 5| A =1E M2

5. Every cowboy can dream of becoming a great man, if only he makes efforts

to reali.- his dream.
FEX AT, if only EIRMER, BREE “HE”, i, MK,
only if B & “HA", 0. I told him he would succeed only if he tried

hard. F&VRl, RAZ A RN,

Exercises to the Text

1. Comprehension of the text

From the answer A, B, C and D, choose the one that best completes the follow-
ing statements.
(1) From paragraph 1, we know that in America
A. people tend to have a high opinion of the self-made man
B. people can always rise to the top through their own efforts
C. college professors win great respect from common workers
D. people feel painful to mention their fathers as labors

(2) According to the passage, the hostess cooks dinner herself mainly be-

————



cause

A. servants in American are hard to get

B. she takes pride in what she can do herself

C. she can hardly afford servants

D. It is easy to prepare a meal with canned food
(3) The expression “wait on table” in the second paragraph means
work in a furniture shop
keep accounts for a bar

wait to lay the table

o 0w B

serve customers in a restaurant
(4) The author’s attitude towards manual labor is
A. positive
B. negative
C. humorous
D. critical
(5) Which of the following may serve as the best title of the passage?
A. A Respectable Self-made Family.
B. American Attitude toward Manual Labor.
C. Characteristics of American Culture.

D. The Development of Manual Labor.

2. Vocabulary

[. Fill in the blanks with the words or expressions given below. Change the form

where necessary.

command admiration afford various determined

characteristic ~ preparations tradition furthermore  ability




