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Throughout the history of urban development in China, there has been no city like
Foshan whose fate is so clo'se]y connected to a temple. Foshan was reputed as one
of the “Four Famous Towns” and “Four Commercial Centers” of the Ming and
Qing dynasties, and the Zumiao Temple was the indisputable spiritual high ground
and retreat for Foshan people then. The couplet hanging on Sanmon of the temple
that reads “worshipped across Foshan, consecrated throughout history” accurately
reflects the significance of the Temple.

Foshan Zumiao Temple, formerly known as “Longzhu Temple” or “Ancestral
Hall,” sits in the center of the ancient part of Foshan. It was constructed for the first
time during the reign of the Song Emperor Shenzong in the Yuanfeng Era (1078-
1085 A.D.), and was dedicated to local deity Beidi. Foshan people esteemed Beidi as
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Map of Distribution of Beidi Temples in Guangdong, Hong Kong and Macau
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their “Great Parent” and the Zumiao Temple as “head of all temples” . The Zumiao
Temple, covering an area of about 3,600 square meters, has been renovated more
than twenty times. It houses many precious cultural relics, including the largest
bronze statue of Beidi in Ming dynasty in China, rare Song-style dougong brackets
(interlocking wooden brackets), exquisite examples of the “three carvings and
two sculptures” (wood, brick, and stone carvings; ceramic sculptures and plaster
moldings) from the Qing dynasty (1644-1911 A.D.), and the best-preserved ancient
stage of the early Qing dynasty in Southern China. It is thus honored as the “Palace
of Lingnan Architecture” and is now listed as an important heritage site under state
protection. In the Ming and Qing dynasties, the temple also served as a conference
center for local gentry as well as a hall for self-governing authorities, designated as
Jiahui Hall during the Ming dynasty and Dakui Hall during the Qing dynasty.

For thousands of years, the Zumiao Temple has nourished the land of Foshan with
its unique glamour and endowed the people of Foshan with precious historical and

cultural treasures.
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