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Unit

One

Text A

Do you believe that there are some other creatures existing in the outer space?
Maybe you read some science fictions. Our universe is unlimited, and it con-
tains a lot of secrets. Maybe one day our planet will be attacked by enemies

from another planet. Who knows? No one knows.
Would You Have Believed It?

1 Probably only a few people noticed that the local radio programme had
been changed that night. Instead of the usual radio play, a band began to
play dance music. After a while, the voice of the well-known announcer in-

terrupted the music in the middle of a tune. A strange object had landed in




RIS

an open field near New York City. Then there was an interview with a famous
scientist from Princeton University who had gone to the place where the ob-
ject had landed. He had a message of great importance for the American peo-
ple. He said that strange creatures with terrible weapons had come out of the
object, and it seemed that the United States was being attacked by enemies
from Mars. His message was followed by an interview with police and
military specialists who said that the public should remain calm, but should
be prepared to defend home and country if it should prove to be necessary.
The radio station would keep on informing the public as long as it could, but
there was the possibility that the enemy would shortly take control over the

whole country.

2 Soon after this, the telephone lines to the radio station and the police
were blocked by hundreds of callers trying to find out where they could es-
cape to. In no time, thousands of people were leaving their homes and driv-
ing out of the city, blocking the roads. A whole city lost its nerve on that

evening in the 1930s, and thus the radio play “The War of the Worlds™,
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produced by the young Orson Welles, became famous. It hit the headlines all
over the world, and is regarded as one of the most interesting examples of
crowd behavior.

3 Some years ago an American policeman found a woman lying near a
lonely road. She did not appear to have had an accident, but she was trem-
bling and clearly in a state of shock, so he rushed her to the nearest hospital.
She began to tell the doctor on duty a story which was astonishing in all re-
spects. She had been driving along a country road when she had been
stopped by a flying saucer landing in front of her. She had been forced to
leave the car and enter the flying saucer by creatures which looked like hu-
man beings and which could easily make themselves understood although they
could not speak. It was as though they could read her thoughts and she could
also read theirs. They treated her politely and allowed her to leave after car-
rying out a number of tests on her. As she otherwise seemed to be normal,
they decided that she was probably suffering from the side effects of some
drug. The woman insisted on being allowed to go home, but when she gave
her address, it was in a town over a thousand miles from the hospital. The
police then started to make inquiries and soon discovered that there was al-
ready a search going on for the woman, whose husband had reported that she
had disappeared. Her car had been found with the driver’s door open and the
engine running. In front of the car the surface of the road had been complete-
ly destroyed — not by an explosion or anything 0f that kind, but as though a

large, circular, white-hot object had burnt it.
Vocabulary

scene | siin | n.  HEHS, i, B R, 528, K
local [loukal] e HEFHY, YHLE




dEs FRCEIE

band [ beend | n. (RZE) KBA

announcer [ d'maunsd| n. HEH; (BUEG. BE) &R

interrupt [ into'rapt] ot PHIE; BiRG; FTHr CHARES), Sk

tune [tjurn] o {HH, BT

interview [‘intovju:] n. $EW; (ICHM) Vil
message [ 'mesidz] . OfF; HE, TR, @R
weapon [ 'wepan]| n. AR, Ky IHFTH
military [ 'militari |  a.  ZEHE), EHM,; TR
specialist [ 'spefalist] n. LZF

defendi[di'fend] v, QRTE, R/ R HETHE
inform [in'farm] v, HF, @A

nerve [naiv] . MHZ; JHIRE, BEX

crowd ['kraud] n.  ABE; PHEF; Kk, Al
behavior [ bitheivia] n.  f1h, 251k, W, AR
tremble [ trembl]  wi. &$}, Byl

state [steit] n.  ROL, HE, B

astonishing [ as'tonifig] a2 ANEFH

saucer ['soiso] n.  FRFE, BEF, KAk

insist [in'sist| o,  AEEE ) IRER, RPLFER

inquiry [inkwaiori]  n. ], FE[A]; A, A
explosion [iks'plouzan] n. BRYE, YEZL; POk,
circular [ 'satkjula] @ [EB, BB

Phrases & Expressions

instead of RS, UE

o0 the middle of R HIfE], 7B B3, TEgE- W
come out of  HHH, AT, Hk

be prepared to do sth. 1R g
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keep on doing sth. Sl

as long as ~ HE

take control over. . . £ 50/ REREED

in no time  fR{R

lose one’s nerve (M£r) K, B

in a state of shock b FHFORA

onduty {HH, {HIE

in all respects TS RE, FE4 A H
as though  fijffh, &%

carry out AT, L

a number of Kk, F£

suffer from peeeees 2T
side effect BIEH
insist on doing sth. IR FEfg RS
make an inquiry  #Fif], ], A
goon  Ak4E

Notes

1. Probably only a few people noticed that the local radio programme had
been changed.

AL, FTRE A DB AKBAMB S HA 1214k,

HE AP A9IE . “had been changed” (had + done) 3 i8] (1 i
FE AT, FREIMER B TIRARS - S LML, “AMESE
KB (noticed) , 7 HAER Knid £ &4 77284k (had been changed)”, T3
t ZAb FHF) i F2 52 A, 1N “had landed” “had gone to” “had come out of”
a5 F.

(1) He gave a description of what he had seen. fli$#iR T ftbBr W31 —41],

(2) The accused man said he had been framed. ¥4 Uitk AFGE T .
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2. Instead of the usual radio play, a band began to play dance music.

SRR AR 9 L ) A S Y — S R BT 2 A B

“instead of " EA “AREF . WIAE---7 o XA S I N A TEAN
BT L Apid R B B R AR

3. Princeton University

PRI (SEEA MR .

4. Orson Welles

BURER - BUREr (1915—1985) , S Y4 E 24 S HAE R . 1938 4[4
FEH B CRBRRER) 1 450 1200 LAE LA RCR A 24 1 Y 28 [ 5] ke 2
fii. 1941 fEMh A 4. HS . BEKN (ARYLE) BOVHEZHOR & R R
R At RS AR B R SRE R

5. He had a message of great importance for the American people.

b ) 6 [ RARE A — W EHEAF B

“of great importance” A “of +noun” Z5t4, FESE[R TILAREIIE A 1A
JE, B “of great importance = important” , {H I 13 BT A1 14 SE M 44 7] B (1)
TRCE A

6. Soon after this, the telephone lines to the radio station and the police were
blocked by hundreds of callers trying to find out where they could escape to.

XTI —2 )L, BARERR MBS ITE T, e BT
T B i SR 1) I A AT TPT A6 R

“be blocked by” #EPHZE, WiFR#I; block H ¥ #hiF, “block sth”, F—
YL %) “block the road” , FLN

A heavy snowfall blocked the main road. — Y™ & iR ERHIE | F EA .

7. It hit the headlines all over the world, and is regarded as one of the most
interesting examples of crowd behavior.

LA FER VIS SR R E I, RN R R e A R R R ARAT N i ]
Z—s

crowd behavior/psychology 25 0 B 2% W4 . The psychology of a crowd
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differs from and interacts with that of the individual. Crowd behavior is heavily in-
fluenced by the loss of responsibility of the individual and the impression of univer-
sality of behavior.

8. She didn’t appear to have had an accident.

I R ABIE NI KA T A

“appear to do sth” Bk “fIF, #1527, Bill: These stars appear to move
around the North Star. X368 BRI FIRGEE LR B |

9. She had been forced to leave the car and enter the flying saucer by crea-
tures which looked like human beings and which could easily make themselves un-
derstood although they could not speak.

A T BB DR A PR T B R AT A 2
W, MR Sl A B TR B R

Exercises to the Text

1. Comprehension of the text

Decide whether the statements are true or false according to the text.

(1) What the text described is a reality which the world experienced sixty
years ago.

(2) Before Orson Welles produced the radio play “The War of the Worlds” |
he was famous.

(3) The American people believed that the radio programme of that night was
a true story.

(4) This radio programme was arranged by police and military specialists.

(5) The woman driver’s husband had never seen his wife again.




