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To satisfy the demands of Chinese learners all
over the world for reading materials and to promote
intercultural communication and understanding,
the Confucius Institute Headquarters (Hanban) has
initiated the editing and publishing of the series:
Stories of Chinese People’s Lives.

The book series aims to introduce Chinese
people’s daily life and their stories to Chinese learners
and those who are interested in China, and to help
them understand more about China and Chinese
people.

The first collection of Stories of Chinese People's
Lives is published in pocket size. It contains 8 books
on different themes: 7aste of Love, Colourful Culture,
Silent Kinship, Stages of Life, Scenes in Society,
Sceneries of the World, Poems from the Heart, Wisdom
of Life. Each book includes 8 texts, containing pieces
from both famous authors and ordinary people. These
texts reflect almost every aspect of modern Chinese

life from different perspectives.

i



The series has the following features:

1. Key vocabulary is explained at the bottom of
each page, helping learners to achieve coherence in
their reading. The glossary is attached at the end of
each book for learners’ reference.

2. The bilingual guide and notes for each text
also assist readers in reducing comprehension barriers
and understanding these authentic Chinese stories
better.

3. Each text corresponds to a specific HSK level,
allowing learners to select accordingly and prepare for
the test of a certain level.

4. Beautiful illustrations for each text make the
stories more vivid and accessible.

5. The small and light design makes the pocket-
sized books easier to read and carry, and also reduces
learners’ stress while reading.

6. Audio resources are accessed by scanning the
QR code on the back cover of each book, allowing
learners to improve listening and speaking skills.

7. Fine Chinese style postcards of different themes
have been attached to each book.

We hope that the series Stories of Chinese
People’s Lives will help Chinese language learners

and those who are interested in China and Chinese



culture to understand more about Chinese society and
Chinese people’s lives. We also hope that these books
can be used as supporting materials by learners to
further develop their reading comprehension skills and
improve Chinese language proficiency.

Foreign Language Teaching and Research Press
September, 2015
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Joy in the Big Doorway
4ot

EHRNOSK, EROR®,
ARNB/ILBOEFTEHR T KK,
MECEGBHFISE,
BEAXTAMNEILEK L ARERE

The childish delight plus the old-time customs,
and the courtyard plus the folkways
made the life in the big doorway full of joy.
Although the writer has been away
for many years, he still misses
the big doorway in his childhood deeply...
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B & yuanlud n. courtyard; yard |
®RE buja n. overall arrangement; layout
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B juzhu V. live; reside; dwell

%t tigshu n. sago cycas

TH  kudnchang  adj.  spacious; commodious; roomy
& yan n. eaves
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&3 shéngqing-bingmao (of a singer/speaker) be
remarkable for both voice and
expression
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# péng v hold/carry sth in both hands

WE®  jiji-gagd ono.  (used for sound made by
fowls)

¥ ido V. scoop up from a liquid

e kéddu n. tadpole

TKEF bingcuanzi  n. ice chisel



