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Learning objectives

© To learn how to objectively evaluate

historical events and people;

(™ To learn how to guess word meanings
through reading context;

(™ To learn how to develop body para-
graphs through process analysis.

Listen to the passage and answer the
following questions.

Task 1

1. What happened in Watergate Building on the
morning of June 17, 1972?

2. What was connected with the prowlers?
3. What was the result of the Watergate Scandal?

4. What was Gerald Ford’s reaction towards the
scandal?

5. Do you think Nixon knew of the wiretap in the
building?

Discuss the following questions with

Task 2
your partner.

1. Do you know any significant historical event?
Please describe it.

© nn (smm) EIEP

2. Do you know any significant historical figures?
How and why do you remember them?

3. Can you define “history” in your own words?

4. Should we move forwards without looking
back-wards? Why or why not?

r

East and West
Germany

reunite
\_

I The East German people revolted against
their oppressive government, and the two
Germanies, which had been separated since
1949, reunited socially, politically, and

economically.

A nation divided

2 The end of World War [l saw a deep division
drawn among the nations of Europe. With
Nazism and fascism overrun and with a need for
massive rebuilding, the United States, the Soviet
Union, England, and France' moved in to assert
their influence over the damaged countries and
ensure that tensions would not again escalate into
a world war. The four nations, however, could
not agree on what to do with Germany.

3 In 1949, two German states emerged: the
Federal Republic of Germany, or West Germany,

governed by a democratic and pro-Western



administration, and the German Democratic
Republic, or East Germany, under the stranglehold
of the Soviet Union’s regime. After 1955, both
Germanies joined rival military pacts. West Germany
became a member of the North Atlantic Treaty
Organization (NATO), and East Germany became a
member of the Warsaw Pact’. They were caught on
opposite sides of the Cold War’.

4 When Germany split into two, relatives and
friends who had previously been citizens of the
same country now found themselves barred from
each other. Many who were stuck in East Germany
crossed over to the West in search of freedom and
better living conditions. These refugees were an
embarrassment to the East German government,
which reacted by closing nearly seventy border
crossings. In 1961, the infamous Berlin Wall* was
built as a barrier between East and West. It was
guarded by armed soldiers, and many who tried to
cross the Wall were killed or captured and held as
political prisoners.

5 The first chancellor of West Germany, Konrad
Adenauer’, refused to recognize the legitimacy
of East Germany as an independent state. His
country’s constitution accepted only one German
citizenship for all Germans. For many years, there
were no official diplomatic relations between the two
governments. Only after socialist Willy Brandt®
became chancellor of West Germany in 1969
did the two nations establish closer contact. In
1972, the two Germanies signed a Basic Pact’
that regulated official contacts between them. The
following year they were both admitted into the
United Nations.

6 After 1972, the two states increased economic
and political contacts. Even during tense periods
of increased East-West conflict, they attempted to

continue a policy of détente. Despite official West

German commitment to German unification, as late
as October, 1989, two-thirds of West Germans did
not expect German reunification to occur in the 20th
century. Furthermore, the East German leader, Erich
Honecker®, pursued a policy aimed at creating an
independent East German identity. He was disliked
by many East Germans. The East German regime
depended on the support of Moscow for its survival.
Large Soviet forces stationed in East Germany
provided protection for the leadership in the event of

social uprising disturbances.

Toward unification

7 The emergence of Mikhail Gorbachev’ as a new,
liberal Soviet leader in 1985 drastically altered
conditions. The Brezhnev Doctrine'®, which had
promised Soviet military assistance to endangered
regimes, was abandoned. In May, 1989, Hungary
began dismantling its border fortifications with
Austria, allowing thousands of East Germans to flee
to the West. By the summer of 1989, East Germans
were flooding into West German embassies in
Budapest, Prague, and Warsaw. Finally, in early
October, the East German government allowed
thousands of its citizens to emigrate. These concessions
by the East German leaders, however, were not enough
to prevent more mass demonstrations and calls for
reform in East Germany.

8  On October 7, 1989, Honecker officially celebrated
East Germany’s 40th anniversary. A few days later,
he was ousted from office and replaced by his former
protégé, Egon Krenz"'. Krenz promised to bring
reforms, but the East German people were not satisfied
with just promises. On October 30, more than 200,000
people demonstrating in Leipzig'> demanded the
legalization of New Forum", an opposition coalition
group.

9 In a desperate attempt to stop the flow of refugees



to West Germany, the East Germans officially opened
the Berlin Wall in November 1989. The leaders
expected that the East Germans would choose not to
flee if they were given access to the West.

10 After only a few months as leader, Krenz
resigned in response to continuing demonstrations.
He was replaced by the reformist Hans Modrow.
Modrow wanted to reform the political system of
East Germany, but he did not favor unification with
West Germany. While he resisted, the East German
masses increasingly called for union and continued
to pour into West Germany.

11 In late November, West German chancellor
Helmut Kohl" announced his ten-point plan for
gradual German unification. The issue was not
simply an internal German question. The powers
that had defeated Germany in World War [l were
concerned that a reunited Germany might eventu-
ally cause trouble again. By December, 1989, U.S.
President George Bush and U.S. Secretary of State
James Baker had begun to support Kohl’s efforts
with the stipulation that Germany had to remain
a member of NATO. On February 10, 1990, Kohl
visited Moscow and received Gorbachev’s approval
that the two German states could define their
internal issues of unification. In Ottawa, Canada,
a “Two-plus-Four” system'® was established that
allowed the two German states to werk out the

details of German unification while they negotiated

@) iz (nnm) PP

the external aspects of German unification with
France, England, the United States, and the Soviet
Union.

12 On March 18, 1990, the East Germans, in their
first democratic election, voted in favor of the pro-
Western Christian Democratic coalition. The new
East German Prime Minister, Lothar de Maiziere'’,
supported Kohl’s efforts to reunite the two German
states without delay. By July 1, the Germans
had established a monetary union. In a meeting
with Gorbachev on July 15-16, at Stavropol' in
the Soviet Union, Kohl was able to remove the
last obstacle to German unification by obtaining
Gorbachev’s approval that a united Germany could
remain a member of NATO. On August 31, the two
Germanies signed a treaty that called for unification
by October 3, 1990.

Consequences

13 On October 3, 1990, the two German states
were officially united, and on December 2, the
first general election was held in the new nation.
Chancellor Kohl’s coalition government emerged
victorious. Although numerous political, economic,
and social problems remained to be resolved, the
new Germany had become firmly anchored in
a democratic framework and closely tied to the
European community.

(1,062 words)
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