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Preface 1

“Good tools are prerequisite to the successful execution of a job”. a well-known say-
ing from the Analects-Duke Ling of Wei, is often quoted by librarians. In the world of li-
brary and information service. they not just use various kinds of tools to improve researc-
hing and working efficiency. but also assume the responsibility of processing and collec-
ting document information, and specialize in producing guiding tools for each subject to
help spread and use document information widely.

Up to thirty years ago, when I studied as a graduate student at Wuhan University, |
felt that research on library information science was short of guiding tools, which directly
affected professional information query, essay writing and it’s contribution. During that
time, the course. Document Retrieval became popular at universities. Now that each sub-
ject had its document retrieval, why didn’t library information have its document retriev-
al? So, by using rich professional information from Institute of Library Information of
Wuhan University, I began to work on collecting and arranging of various domestic and o-
verseas retrieval tools of library information science as well as the source. After gradua-
tion. I worked as a teacher, feeling a strong responsibility of professional information re-
trieval. Therefore. 1 set to compile Information Retrieval of Library Information Sci-
ence. After finishing it, I asked Mr. Zhang Huaitao, who shared the same major but sen-
ior to me. for guidance and supplement. The book was published by Henan Library in
1988. This is the first book of which I am the editor-in-chief. Mr. Peng Feizhang. my su-
pervisor. a famous library scientist, wrote the preface for this book. saying “it suits peo-
ple who are engaged in the library information to form bibliographic information conscious-
ness. to widen their access to the library information, and to meet the need to set up the
course of the library information science document retrieval. Undoubtedly, it's a tool of
reference and retrieval for beginners in the circle of library information. ” In 1990, I pub-
lished an article “The Library Information Science Is in Need of Document Retrieval” in
the magazine The Library Work and Study , appealing to bibliographic control over librar-
y information science and to the course of library information science document retrieval.

Periodicalsand magazines are important information sources of library information sci-
ence as well as an important platform for latest academic achievements. In China, the
magazines of library has a long history with Zhejiang Public Library Annal (Zhejiang Li-
brary) as its first professional issue in December, 1912. Later, there was a spring tide of
periodicals during 1920s and 1930s, some famous of which were: Bulletin of the China
Library Association (June, 1926). Library Information Science Quarterly ( March,
1926 ), Peking Library Monthly (May, 1925). Wenhua Books Section Quarterly
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(March. 1929). By 1936. the total number had been 33. During the late 1930s. due to
war, they reduced the enthusiasm. In general. before 1949. professional journals were of
full range, all universities and middle schools had professional magazines. According to
statistics, there were 7 national libraries. 22 provincial ones, 7 city libraries. 2 county
ones, 13 national library associations, 25 university libraries, 1 Buddhism library. 1
middle school library, 2 office libraries. and 14 other libraries. From the publishing cy-
cle, there were 33 monthly magazines, 17 quarterly and annual. 2 half yearly, 5 bi-
monthly, 7 semimonthly, 6 weekly. 1 semiweekly and 1 two-day journal. After 1949,
they started to establish periodicals and magazines again. In January of 1950. the internal
publication Cultural Relics Resources was set up for libraries. museums and archaeolo-
gists. It became public offering from the seventh issue. In 1955. the part for libraries be-
came an individual monthly periodical Library Work for basic professionals. In 1956. Ne-
wsletter of Chinese Academy Sciences Library . although a monthly library magazine, it
was quite influential all over the country. In 1957. Newsletter of Library Science (bi-
monthly, changed into monthly in 1959, suspended in 1960.) was a national academic
periodical for library science, it's the predecessor of Journal of Chinese library (quarterly
in 1979 when resumed). During that time, setting up, suspending. resuming and chan-
ging of periodicals and magazine often happened. all in a small scale. Most of them were
internal publications. By the 1970s. open professional publications had been on the in-
crease. According to rough statistics. there were 50 periodicals in the late 1970s. some of
which were famous: Newsletter of Beijing Library (Trial Issue in 1977) and doucunent
(started in December. 1979) by Beijing Library; Library Work (trial issue in December.
1975) and Library and Information Service ( started in 1979) by The Library of Chinese
Academy of Sciences. In the 1980s, there was an enthusiasm for setting up periodicals and
magazines in the world of library and information science with 50 in 1983 and 131 in 1988
(excluding their own library magazines and newsletters). of which 38 were in Beijing. 12
in the northeast, 15 in Taiwan and 1 in Hong Kong.

During recent 30 years. there has been a greater progress and a brand-new look in
professional periodicals and magazines of library and information science in our country.
Although I am concerned about changing of periodicals and magazines. and still work as
aneditorial board member and reviewer of Journal of Chinese Library . 1 didn't continue
to collect and arrange professional magazines of “library information science document re-
trieval” because I have been busy teaching, managing and communicating. I felt surprised
when 1 saw Guidelines for Contributing Articles to Library information Science and Edi-
torial and Publication Science by Mr. Tan Li. 1 have a keen supporter for the job I once
advocated, which is a valuable supplement for my regret.

I first met Mr. Tan Li at the seminar of research article writing and contributing for
library and information science organized by Library and In formation Service in Ningbo
in June, 2014. For they had held two seminars and been quite influential, many librarians
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Preface 1

all over the country came to Ningbo for it. At the seminar I gave a lecture entitled Hot Re-
search Spot. Selection of Topics and Writing on the Library Information Science. During
the interactive link, I was deeply impressed by a librarian from the library of Enshi Tech-
nical College —Mr. Tan Li.

On January 27, 2015, Mr. Tan Li made a special trip to Tianjin from Enshi, via
Wuhan. to visit me. I was moved by his assiduously seeking and academic enthusiasm for
writing when he took out a bag of manuscripts and asked me to review it, telling me that
he devoted himself to professional research and editing of Guide for Authors from the
Perspective of Library Sciences Information Science s Archival Science and Editing
Publishing Science.

*Make a little progress everyday” is his motto. He has collected over 80 public jour-
nals on library science. information science. archival science and editorial and publishing
science. He has spent a lot on hard work of checking the information including telephone
numbers. To bring convenience for those who work in library information service, to
make a supplement to this empty filed. he studied from many experts and added materi-
als, trying to make it perfect.

Aimed at article writing and contributing of those whose work in library information
Service, the book gives a detailed introduction of each journal’s features and contributing
methods. It can enhance pertinency of writing and hit rate of contribution, is quite con-
venient to consult and retrieve, and can save a lot of time when doing research and writing
articles. It enables writers to communicate with editors. Furthermore, it contains
author’s valuable writing experience of years. It is a book necessary not only for writing
and contributing but also for inspecting professional journals of library science, informa-
tion science, archival science and editorial and publishing science. It contains both intro-
duction of different journals on different subjects and core periodical catalogue, it's a pro-
fessional reference book for retrieving, consulting and learning.

Tool is aimed at being used not being read. 1 sincerely hope that this book will become
a useful tool for various institutions of library information to do professional research as

well as a working mate and friend of those who work in library information science.

Member of Discipline —Library Information and Records Management— Appraisal
Group of the Academic Degrees Committee of the Chinese State Council
The Deputy Director of Academic Committee of Library Society of China
The Dean of Information Resources Management Department of Business School of
Nankai University
Doctor and Doctoral Supervisor
Ke Ping
At Nankai University
March 18, 2015
o 7
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Preface 2

For any science field, scientific research is one of the most important driving forces of
theory development and practice innovation. The achievements from scientific research are
always applied to theory and practice. Therefore, it's very necessary to reinforce scientific
research and through widely spread media such as academic periodicals, make academic
development go further. In this academic communication system, there’s no doubt that
academic periodicals play a core and important role.

Library Science. Informatics, Archival Science and Editing and Publishing Science
are subjects closely connected to each other. Especially in this digital era, each of them
has mutual fusion, infiltration, influence and support. These researchers. teachers,
postgraduates and workers constantly create new methods and theories, forming large
quantities of knowledgeable academic papers. and because of the publishing of academic
periodicals, it exerts a positive influence in academic fields and industries.

In terms of personal professional development, especially front-line stuff in those four
fields, only by combining practice with theory can they improve their professional quality,
broaden academic horizon, strengthen creative ability and assist in professional achieve-
ments, Academic research ability can never be separated from practice and innovation. A
real successful man must be a famous scholar, blazing new trails for new academic re-
search fields, and a does as well, applying his own research and wisdom into practice.
People who work on the hollow and so-called academic research are just dreamers, while
people who just do his job without thinking, analyzing and looking forward are just crafts-
men. They are both undesirable.

So from this sense. we encourage the combination of theory and practice, the re-
search with innovation. foresight and originality, and treasure examination and applica-
tion. Academic periodicals are just a media and platform like this. 1, as a teacher, re-
searcher and editor in the field of Library Science, Editing and Publishing Science,
sincerely call the researchers and workers to devote yourselves to deep study, and make
top-ranking achievements, look forward to the publishing of more valuable achievements
and make them spread widely by many means, producing more important academic and so-
cial value, instead of being driven by interests of title assessment, academic qualification,
annual assessment, and project acceptance.

Glad to hear that Guide for Authors from the Perspective of Library Science, In-
formation Science . Archival Science and Editing and Publishing Science by Mr. Tan Li,
Hubei, Enshi, is coming soon. I hold that this book can work as very good tool book,
being of much help to composing and contributing, to which Mr. Tan Li devotes a lot.

w 1 »
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I've never known Mr. Tan Li, but may have several acquaintances in some meeting or
training program. Here, I'm willing to write something as a forward. expressing my un-

derstanding and feeling as a writer and editor, and showing sincere thanks to Mr. Tan Li!

Chairman of committee member ofInformation Center in Chinese Academic of Sciences
Chief editor in Library and Information Service
Executive member of associate editor of China Natural Sciences Periodicals Professor
Chu Jingli
March 17, 2015 Beijing Zhongguancun
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