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On the Publication

Irrespective of the geopolitical effects of the Chinese Continent - -
throughout Korea’s long history, the Korean people held fast to their
national entity by realizing the originality of their cultural functions
such as language, arts, customs afid social systems. Quite different
from the many ethnic groups or tribal states surrounding China who
were absorbed by, or assimilated into, the Chinese culture, resulting in
their own cultural extinction, the Korean people continued to main-
tain their own national identity by wisely transforming the culture
accepted from the Continent. These cultural functions of the early
Korean people are the very cultural inheritances handed down to the
present generations by our forefathers, which presents us the mission
of passing them on to our own descendants.

A historical study of clothing, as one of the basic cultural ele-
ments, such as food, shelter, literature, artistry, sculpturing, and other
folkcraft, is likely to provide us with a view of our cultural inheritances
of some small amount of merit, but actually having the clothing
available for study will continue to provide us with a bright light of in-
comparable value. But this is not an easy matter, considering the
limited time that clothes can be preserved, in that they are mainly
composed of fibers handed down from generation to generation, and
it follows that the lack of recognition of the value of ancient clothes
has increasingly contributed to their extension at an alarming rate of
speed. In addition, the sharp decline in the daily use of traditional type
Korean clothes amid the overflow of Western civilization, has made
their continuation near extinction.

It is, however, not a prejudice of this writer to appreciate that
the traditional clothes worn today on festive occasions or various
ceremonies have strong points impossible to be found among the
apparels of any other nations. The traditional Korean clothes (hanbok)
not only display visually the sense of substance (men’s wear) and the
beauty of elegance (women’s wear), but also creates within the wearers
a psychological state of reverence and discretion.



The prototype of traditional Korean clothes can be found in
historical materials from the Three Kingdoms: period onward, but
the ancient clothes being presently preserved are still priceless cultural
inheitances even though the oldest of the articles, due to limited dura-
bility, are considerably newer than the early prototypes.

Following the publication of Folk Arts Research Collection
Series I, “Hyungbae™ (or, preferably, “Hyungbai”), and Series II,
“Personal Ornaments,” this Series III, “Clothes of the Joson (or Yi)
Dynasty,” is composed of color photographs and explanations for
the collections of ancient clothes including the ‘chongsam’ of Queen
Gwanghaigun (1576-1623), which is the oldest one among the clothing
collections of this museum.

It is the intention and desire of this writer that future scholars
will avail themselves of these materials so that they may contribute
to the historical study of the Korean clothing culture.

As a closing remark, a word of thanks is due to Dankook Uni-
versity President Dr. Chang Choong-sik for his encouragement and
cooperation rendered to the writer for the publication of this series.

December 1984

SukK J S

Dr. Suk Joo-sun
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