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(Documentation of Healthcare Delivery by the PTA or COTA)
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BRIEF
Pt. amb 10 ft. in / / bars indep. but required min assist of 1 to turn around in / / bars.

Sit «<— stand from w/c indep. using / / bars for support.
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LONG AND WINDY

Once the patient wheeled up to the // bars and positioned himself in front of the / / bars,
e locked his w/c, raised the foot plates, and scooted forward from the seat of the
chair. He then gripped the // bars with his hands and on the count of 3 was able to
pull himself up to a standing position without any assist. from the therapist. Once
standing, he was able to ambulate by positioning his arms forward and then taking
steps. He could lead with either right or left foot. Upon turning in the / / bars, he was
unable to let go with one arm to pivot his body around. Therapist had to give some

support until the patient was turned around and both arms were back on the / / bars.
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Incorrect: Pt. stated she lived alone. Describes 5 steps § hand railing at entry of her
1-story house. Denied previous use of assistive device.
Correct: States lives alone. Describes 5 steps § hand railing at entry of her 1-story

house. Denies previous use of assistive device.

Avoid vague terminology.
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VAGUE
"ROM is 1 "
"feeling better"

"amb C some assist.

CLEAR
" ® shoulder flexion AROM is 1 to 0-70° "
" Pt. states she knows she is feeling better indicated by her ability to perform light

housekeeping tasks for ~ 2 hrs a tiring."
" Pt. amb ¢ walker NWB © LE for ~ 20 ft X 2 ¢ min + 1 assist."
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( Example of Errors in Accuracy » Brevity - and Clarity )

INCORRECT: Pt. was unable to perform activity due to muscle absence. (inaccurate and
unclear)

CORRECT: ...due to muscle paralysis.

INCORRECT: Watch for return of absent muscles. (unclear and inaccurate)

CORRECT: Reassess prn for motor return.

INCORRECT: Pt. is sore. (too briet; unclear)

CORRECT: Pt. is sensitive to touch.

INCORRECT: Pt. didn 't have any tightness. (wordy; unclear)

CORRECT: No ROM limitations noted.

INCORRECT: Had his ® leg cut off because of circulation problems. (wordy)

CORRECT: ® LE amputation 2 ° to PVD.

INCORRECT: Pt. was unable to wiggle toes when asked to. (wordy)

CORRECT: Pt. was unable to wiggle toes upon request.

INCORRECT: Assessment was incomplete because of pt. confusion (wordy)

CORRECT: Assessment incomplete 2 ° 7o pt. confusion (wordy)
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