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To 14" Annual Meeting of
Central Eurasian Studies Society

(1* Introductory)

In 2013, two of my documentaries Beside the River and
The Feast of Kurban Bayram were invited to screen at the 14"
Annual Meeting of Central Eurasian Studies Society. I wrote
down my speech and asked my dear friend, American anthropolo-
gist Mr. Guven Witteveen to present at the meeting for me. The
translation of this presentation was perfectly done by Mrs. Yan
Zhou and proofread by Guven Witteveen.

[ hereby give my explanation for this letter.

My dear and honorable friends,

I'm really glad that my two documentaries Beside the River
and The Feast of Kurban Bayram can be screened at this annual
meeting. | don’t think this is just my personal honor. Rather, I
deem it as the understanding and respect that every participant

of this meeting shows toward different forms of civilization.
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The Pamir Mountains and the interior of the Taklimakan Desert are both ex-
treme places for survival beyond human imagination. Without the Uyghur and Kyr-
gyz people who live indeed far away from you, the human race would have lost all
the living experience under these special geographical conditions. In fact, the happi-
ness and pains of the Uyghur and Kyrgyz people embody exactly the shared choices
and experience that different races and ethnic groups might possess under the same
environment. If we were placed in the same circumstances, every one of us would
probably have the same needs, values and dreams as they do. In this sense, the situ-
ation and experience of people with different cultures, regions and ethnic groups, es-
sentially represent the common psychological process of the entire human race. Mu-
tual respect and understanding, as a matter of course, reflect the respect and under-
standing toward mankind itself.

It is undeniable that the vast differences worldwide reflect human reality today.
To a large extent, abundance results from these existing differences. The distribu-
tion of civilizations in different regions enables us to immediately visualize the vivid
track of human development from small societies to the post industrial age for a pe-
riod of thousands of years or even longer. Each development stage contrasts the oth-
ers, but all have their own evolutional pattern, causality and unique value.This kind
of rich diversity is exactly the source that drives human interests and the overall de-
velopment. This diversity of contrasts is what comprises human society today, as
well as the values that I portray with my cameras.

Dear friends, when you are watching the documentaries, I shall be carrying out
my shooting schedule in the Pamir Mountains, which has already been underway for
one year. As a result, i cannot come to this meeting in person to share in your wis-

dom and vision. I have asked my good friend Dr. Guven Witteveen to extend on my
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behalf the sincere congratulations to this annual meeting. In the meantime, I would
like to express my genuine apology to all of you for not being able to come.

At this. moment, shooting the movements of the yaks and sheep that belong to
three Tajik households, we are climbing over the Kadasu mountain pass which sits
5, 300 meters above the sea level among the Pamir Mountains, with the perpetual
snow under our feet. This altitude is over 13 times higher than the height of the Em-
pire State Building. And so, I wish I could see your smiling faces, and extend to all

of you my greetings and wishes which are as pure as the snow.

Yours Sincerely
Liu Xiangchen
In the eastern Pamir Mountains

Oct. 5, 2013

« Q12 =



BOEERRKAR PSS
BRI ST 5 )

FE 2R ALY S (RAD R4 B R R Lo 8 A WA
REHRAR HERLE 1981 ERARERL, 0 EA
K% RAYREYHAHEREEE, TR EZN(R
BYERE MR AEA YT ERE G EHHEE,

U ETAR TR EER R —EWHET
WU, E AR B ERAAT FAREEELE
EEE AR AR FAERAALE T HEAEFH
B b 3k o 2% B ek R R

g

Fakeh 2R
KA LEA LTI 5 E K S A TN A
#, AFPEAETRUALGCEREFLRER, TR
AL, RALBRFE M2 H X AREG BT EBEIRG
PRRESs, ERXE, KARGBHAART OB ELR
REAZFALFFLFTORRAZ LY THFE AR
WENFROEEAREYT RO RERERNGFH AT
£ 013 -



5 YL A B E AT AUAR

PE, EEZAAXARMBERR EURALLNHLTE, Rty
BARELERARRZEPERERAZGRIMEARGR, 2K
AR LR TES R MAE, A5 AFFTXAORBFDRSH, FTH
B AR T £ WAL R AR T4, AT RS s F K984k B &R
FHL(RAE) ERZHER AW FEXALG— @A LS EOBIRE
A AR RBEFRE-—MNITARZERFT GO, AR TR T LG
BAS R E R EE—3F TA R AKZARB, 8T F i F 5 X8
BE A 2GR A G E R, CARMANEZ RE R EBIRGRAR SR, 2
A XA A AR ARG A FE AR RERE EEH— Ak,
HRAFHIZTFNEEZROGREFRG, ST F LGB L A, S0
W iEER AP, AT SR R T ARR, W, A L6 AL
ARE AR E kAR E ARG B E

A — A MR T Rty A2 b AR F R og TAELRILR?

A BRAVRE R DH L HR AR T ELZB LS FEONE
B—H#, WS ERRAAXREIZH R, 122, R INE LB ZER
07 PT A W G AR Sk A, IR L RN RL AN TR RS
SR, EEAEARP, ERALZAKFORAR T @RS XA, ALS
REDHENLKARAALET, RMNEEZOM L%, & SEANELF
FINEARSF S FI T 5 BE ABAFRAALGET F55 ke 3 AM
. b, AL RARLE—G  HRARIBETSARE TR GTRE, R
BFFRG K. TR LEFLISFNCUELIMATE:

RMALAZ F

WAL

Nullius verba!

1) #8 R
201556 A/ TEFHRERKERIMBEZ T
- 014 -



