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A Poetic City Called Yu
) Fang Heying

The origins of the names of a person,a village or a city are
sometimes obscure,and even baffling,but they does have a
reason.Easily considered as an accident,a name is inherently an
integral part of its owner,shaping the culture and temperament
in silence.

Tunxi,for example,its origin of the name has been long
ambiguous.Some suggests it stems from the fact King Sun of
kingdom Wu stationing troops along the river after his conquer
of Shanyue(ancient ethnicity).The other version of the name is
that it was named after the convergence of several rivers,given
that Tun means gathering according to Guangya (one of the
earliest encyclopedia of ancient china).Despite the truth of its
origins,this tender name,Tunxi,adds a unique charm to the small ups
tream city which is located in the south of Mount Huang,and makes
it not only a picturesque and bright place but a gentle and lovable
one.

The most intriguing thing is,the other name of this city
not only has no origin,but even has no ground for dispute
and discussion.That is “Yu” (£ ) means sunlight,brightness
and illumination according to dictionaries.If we take the
word “ & ” literally,we may find that the combination stands
for the scenery of sunrise.
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This offers me the imagination:one morning a long time

ago,there may be a hermit a poet (certainly,a poet)
wandering around a hillside along the river,with a relaxing
yet thoughtful looking.Right at this time,the eastern sky
became increasingly red while a sun was slowly rising behind
the mountain.The sun,big and round,appeared with such
strong power which had accumulated for a whole night that
the mountains seemed to receive a powerful call,which made
them covered with a mysterious atmosphere from the inside
out. As the sunshine cooperated with the mist,Xin'an River
was dressed in some festival costumes.Bathed in the colorful

morning light,the city woke up,delicate and fascinating.After

seeing the scene,the poet was suddenly hit by a vivid word
“ 2 ”(Yu),and then,he named the city as “ & ”(Yu). Everyone

who had heard of the name liked it,thus made it spread soon.




Ever since then,the unique and outstanding name “ 2 ”,took a

place among myriads of city names in the world.

There was a sense of beauty refreshing people's mind when
things were named after water.We can imagine such a scene:a
lake wimpled at the gentle breeze,layer after layer,bringing
people with tender feelings and making them linger deep
inside.The reflection in water,swaying slightly,was even more
attractive like a dream.However,the beauty of the light had
reached to the extreme.lt was no wonder that Song Yu(a
master of Cifu in Chu State)described the Goddess as:“when
she appeared,she looked as gorgeous as the morning sun
lighting up the roof girder;when she came closer,she looked
as fair as the light shed by the bright moon”.The Goddess Luo

in Cao Zhi's (Cao Zhi,a litterateur in the Cao Wei of the Three




Kingdoms period) works was like“looked from afar,she looked
as bright as the morning sun rising from the sunglow”.Li Bai (a
poet in the Tang Dynasty) described the first beauty in ancient
times Xi Shi as“Xi Shi,a lady lived by a river in the Yue State,was
so stunning that the cloud sea was lightened”. Deep in light
it lies mystery,miracle and holiness.In Buddhist classics,light
contains wisdom and compassion;in the Old Testament,light
represents the embodiment of God and salvation:that is why
God of Light enjoys such a high position in ancient Greek
mythology.And no wonder Flaubert wrote such amazing words to
his girlfriend:“l work hard and have shower every day,no visitors

and newspapers, but only sunrise is something | cannot miss...”

Flaubert,such a great writer,must be really stunned by the
beauty of the sunrise in Paris.Otherwise,he could not have
visited and worshiped it every day.The unknown classic poet
who possessed real talent must also be shocked and inspired by
the beauty of the enlightening sunrise at the foot of the Mount
Huang,and used such a clear and warm word which injected

lively and vigorous brilliance into the small city.

With my own feeling,the unknown classic poet who
possessed real talent,after seeing the sunrise,continued to
pick up a night with a clear moon and few stars to enjoy the
moon in the small city specifically.As the ex\istence of the
moon can reflect the sun's glare,moonlight is bright in dark
nights,standing for another appearance and posture for
sunlight and showing to the world.Every time when night
comes as a replacement of daytime,the heat,toughness,dazzle
and glory of sunlight change to the cool,soft,haziness and
tranquility of moonlight.Both the slight spray like wind and
light and constant fluctuation like water brought the poet with
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different thoughts and daze,a feeling similar to that when
drinking a glass of aged vintage wine,intoxicating.

Having said this,| can't help regretting for that poet.Since
he came from centuries ago,having no access to the colorful
neon lights.Inspired by sunlight,this modern invention is much
more attractive and dazzling.

He also had no chances to witness the fact that the brighter
town is now visited by people from all around the world,the
countless white or black skins,blond or blonde,are dotted on the
streets and lanes.However,| also envy him,for the tranquil,clear
and mysterious moon,which is now hidden away in today's colorful
nights.

Filled with excitement and a bit disappointment,batches of
photographer,modern poets and writers who throw themselves
into a great deal of passion and love pouring into Tunxi. While
enjoying the sun,the moon and the lanterns hung in gardens
and pavilions along Xin'an river,wandering around underhill
lanes and river banks in all kinds of lights,feeling the passion
yet silence,simpleness yet changes,they recorded and saved
everything in here,so as to tell people:there is a poetic city call
ed“Yu”.
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