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Introduction™

s i A small, exotic, multicultural island nation in the middle

of the Indian Ocean, Mauritius gives the impression

of a paradise on earth. Graceful palm trees, fine sandy

beaches, blissful' lagounsz, and endless fields of lush’,

green sugarcane help to reinforce its romantic image.
This island nation is a very new society, forged over

the past three centuries. Although similar in many ways

to neighboring Réunion" and the Seychelles”, and to

Caribbean® cultures such as Trinidad and Tobago’ where

there is also a mixed population of African and Indian

ancestry, Mauritius actually has a much greater South and
East Asian influence than these islands. But that is not the
whole story: a strong French cultural and linguistic heritage
persists, even though the island was taken over and ruled
by Britain for a hundred and fifty-eight years, and you only

'R E have to scratch the surface of many a Mauritian custom to
T PRER . {5 find its African and Malagasy roots.
, Xy, RN Althoagh it-would be difficult to dat s siogl
* HMRIES: EEA—I5 ough it would be cult to claim a single
W, fLFPaEIEERE overarching® identity for the Mauritian people,
S FER/R: HIEFELE—5HE . . . . N
¢ ShEHAT certain traits recur in the accounts of foreign visitors:

AL SR R FED hospitality, warmth, and friendliness, albeit” with an
FE By AR A — N
s Aun, Rk unexpected element of reserve. Above all, the most

* B RE defining characteristic of the Mauritians is their

* NOTE ON SPELLING

I'hroughout the text, you will find many Kreol words and others derived from Asian, African, and
Malagasy languages. Many of these words are ofien only spoken, and others have variable spellings

In the case of Kreol words, we try to follow the spelling adopted in the Diksioner Morisien (the first
monolingual Kreol dictionary) by Arnaud Carpooran.

When referring to the creole language spoken in Mauritius, we have used the spelling “Kreol” 1o distinguish
it from “Cireole,” a term used to refer to Mauritians of predominanty African and Malagasy ancestry.



multiculturalism’, The island’s rich cultural diversity
reflects the origins of the people who settled there,
and Mauritian laguage, food, and religion form an
intoxicating medley.

Other customs have been created locally and
have become part of an authentic native culture that is
shared by all — such as sega, the distinctive, lively, and
popular music of Mauritius.

Mauritius is not always, however, the haven of
peace, love, and understanding that it may at first sight
seem, and the reality is more complex and nuanced”.
Although today many Western and European-
style customs are encroaching on’ both private and
public life, Mauritians are ambivalent” about this,
and ancestral” traditions are still firmly established in
the daily lives of the population. On the downside,
the Mauritians have a tendency to fight among
themselves and to create communal stereotypes of their
compatriots’ — Creoles’ are characterized as lazy and
fun-loving, Indo-and Sino-Mauritians as clannish® and
nepe tistic”, and Franco-Mauritians as insular and racist,
for example. However, the march of modernization
and globalization means that many young, socially
mobile Mauritians now share a common culture and
outlook on life, where the sense of being Mauritian far
outweizghs' ancestral ties and divisive communalism.

This book aims to make sense of the modern and the
traditional, of the complex legacy of shared and ancestral
cultures. It will help you to navigate'' your way through
the contradictions of Mauritian society and to enrich your

experience of this fascinating and beautiful island.
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