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This book presents a footprint of the research process of exhibitions at Unicorn Centre for Art

(UCA) from 2015 to 2016. I would like to dedicate this article to everyone who accompanied

us during the growth process of UCA. Its existence relies on your support.

Foreword

The year I graduated from [:cole Nationale Supérieure des Beaux Arts
de Lyon, was the sixth year I lived in France. My professor asked me:
"Why did you come to France?" I said that my father had told me if I
wanted to study art, I should come to France. Then he asked: "Do you
still think so?" 1 shook my head and said: "It should be in the world."
Then, I immigrated to North America. Four years later, in 2014, while 1
was working at an art institute in Canada, I had the idea of moving back
to China.

In the summer of that year, I paid a visit to the artist and professor
Qiu Zhijie. I got to know Prof. Qiu from the 2012 Shanghai Biennale.
During the preparation period, the energetic artist enthusiastically
described his Intercity Pavilions Project to us. He wanted to create a
Biennale for China that was open to the world and self-generating. I was
thrilled by his aspiration. Immediately I contacted the team of Biennale
de Lyon for him, and coordinated the join of Diisseldort Pavilion. One
day, Prof. Qiu asked me at his studio in No.l Art Base, "What do you
want to do next?" I said that I wanted to be a curator, and open a door
for young artists. [ wanted to invite overseas artists to come here to
do residency and see China today; and let Chinese artists interact with

them and exchange the appmachcs ()Fworking and thinking.

Before long, I met the founder of UCA, Mr. Yang Ga. Our vision for UCA
is an independent non-profit art space. Mr.Yang’s passion and insight of
art made this l)()ssible — we both agrc‘.cd that to create an indcpendt‘nt art
space we should concern less about material gain, but the sincere need
from within - to bring the audience diverse contemporary art from the
world, and to provide more exposure for young artists. This kind of goal
and desire in passion is the root for the sustainability and long existence
of an art space. Our art space communicates with the people within the
social context, t'mphasizing on (lissmninating contemporary art and
promoting its free and equal spirit. We strive to provide a platform for

intellectual t'nquirit's.

Next, Prof. Qiu Zhijie named this independent nonprofit space
"Unicorn Centre for Art." One of Prof. Qiu Zhijie’s work is titled "The
Unicorn and the Dragon," in which Prof. Qiu pointed out that unicorns
are mystical animals with symbolic meaning. For me, the visual
cognition of a unicorn came from the six tapestries named "The Lady
and the Unicorn (La dame a la licorne)" from the Musée national du

Moyen Age in Paris. In the story (]Cpi(‘tcd in the tapestrics, the unicorn



