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Preface

Since the first professional monograph on Penjing was published
in 1981, hundreds of related professional books have been
published nationwide. These books relevant to Penjing art styles
and techniques have greatly enriched the culture contents of
Penjing art, and promoted the Penjing enterprise nationwide.
It has come to a book publishing boom in the long history of
Chinese Penjing, which have provided abundant references for
readers to understand this ancient landscape treasure of China.
However, due to a wide range of our geographical climate and
diverse cultural differences, Chinese names for Penjing plants are
different. Some names are many synonyms or homonyms. Many
books, which only provided Chinese or local names of Penjing
plants, have resulted in great confusion and are not good for
academic exchange.

Penjing was originated in China. The special artistic style and
creating techniques of Lingnan Penjing are special and unique,
with a profound influence at home and abroad. As one of
the five major Penjing genres in China, Lingnan Penjing is a
marvelous work in the Lingnan culture, sharing distinct regional
characteristics with various forms. There are numerous excellent
professionals and amateurs of Penjing art in Guangdong,
Guangxi, Hainan, Fujian, as well as Hong Kong and Macao, who
have made significant contributions to advocate Lingnan culture,
which have greatly promoted China’s Penjing profession and
enriched artist creation of Lingnan Penjing.

Prof. CHEN Dingru, senior professor in Guangdong, has taken
two years to complete the book in nearly 80, through field
visiting to collect data and materials of Lingnan Penjing and
in collaboration with his students, Prof. LIU Nian and Prof.
ZHUANG Xueying. This book has briefly introduced basic
knowledge for Penjing plants and depicted Chinese names,
local names, scientific names, and major characteristics of 108
species of Lingnan Penjing plants with exquisite pictures. It aims
to understand Lingnan Penjing from the traditional perspective



of poetic scene and technique to a more scientific level of plant
science and promote Lingnan Penjing profession to new stage.

Professor Chen and his students have written this book with
their deeply love for Lingnan Penjing, persistent pursuit for
horticulture profession, and contemporary view. The book
provides clear and concise description with Penjing pictures,
which are easy-to-understand. It has become more authoritative
since it has been reviewed by Mr. WANG Que, the experienced
horticulturalist, and Prof. XING Fuwu, the famous plant
systematic botanist. It makes for the readers to fully acquaint with
the innate character of Lingnan Penjing. The English translation
of the foreword. preface, and content of the book are expected
to the furtherance of the propagation of Lingnan Penjing across
China. I believe that their hard work and intelligence would make
great success.

WU Jingzhang
December 28th, 2014



VI
Al &

Foreword

Y asAPERETHAKRARZ—, XEHEAN, X
%A A MR BT ERMA, A REGF, LA
TR A LR R T R Bk, R AR WAL R B A b 1
¥, BB T MAMMAT S LR, FiEfdEE, REH A
BB O, FREFE, T RREFRAELETHLD
LML, % KR A ARRE, MHHEE S, aFHDF
5. A TEAMAARTERRSHAZTHIOETE, HTE
BRBAEFFLOBELEFS RiEFHEL, KEAR, 28
WA B B, RAMERIET AL, AEF/IFLAL
EiFF AR ERRA XITALEY,

APHAS, AAEERKREKETHIG AR, &
THMMHH LT | hETHM O EAR BTG S
FEAA RATRERELE; RE#bdax o lLERewFr,
A LA 4 £ T AR e — AR S 6 AR R AT ARGE ﬁ?
WEE LR M08, M2 (AT, T
Bl ) ; —fA R A eArEelAr, MiE198F, Hit1084r, ARk
At AL, F45, HE, T2HERFIE, SHfERE &
WAL, AFERHX L eRE, FHALSAFRETH
#3798 R AFHXFLE, HRRAARE, BHFR, AAT
wAl. EARER. BB, WA GATHY LXK, Ay
R RZAHT], RER LML, AP LERFLE TR, SAHFE
AR, LRI RS T HEFET0F2244F

ARAZKPEARFTERL SRR LFLE LI RALS

T A2
=5
KA



KEAARF LI EE R, TEHF LSS BHAAXHF
ARFL, REFLEAREREZDTREARALEA, Hitd
EREAFLHNEZHRGFLE, E—iFl! ®if,
AFMXSHAEFTE, L0105 “THEAFZFRIFR L
4Rk, BhAEAL . %ﬁ#%ﬁ%&ﬁﬁ%Aﬂﬁi@%ﬂa
(AEaFT) (RRARFETHERE) o (H4) &,
ﬁ?@%@mﬁ%iiﬁmﬁﬁ,¢%ﬁﬁ%%#@%a&f

o BRAVE IR A BE Ao TS B

}é‘kﬁ:‘f‘)llﬂv‘ﬂ HAME, TREMDAFTAD I RE
ERBRERLHFERFEGHFER, RALIRFRE
ZEAFR., £HRLEXFRLE RFERFREA RS 6 HIR
P4

Bt ABHF L AESHE By X2l L)

AFEOTHHEERZSF, AR _RLEBTH. b
FHEGRKFREHXEZ, FTRBEL, RFEEERZTH
#, A,

% F
2015428 F 5 M



Foreword

Lingnan Penjing is one of the five main schools of Chinese
Penjing with a high reputation and loved by enthusiasts
worldwide. It is regarded as a living art reputed for “silent poet
and tridimensional picture”. Plants are the fundamental materials
of Penjing. Outstanding Penjing works usually have good themes
and form design, which require not only the suitable selection of
plant materials and constructing with careful nurture but also the
information on the plant names, morphological characteristics
and ecological traits. As Lingnan possesses a unique warm
climate, there are diverse plants, which provide great advantage
for developing Penjing. There are many books of Penjing being
published in China, but seldom involving in Lingnan Penjing
plants. In order to fit the rapid development of the Penjing
profession in China and meet the demands of enthusiastic
readers, we have written this book aiming to comprehensively
introduce Lingnan Penjing. It will provide a reference for the
Penjing profession, enthusiasts and college teachers and students.

This book begins with a brief introduction to basic knowledge
of Penjing, selection and nurture of Peniing plant materials,
characteristics of Lingnan Penjing, and rational exploitation and
utilization of Penjing plants. Then the major tree species and other
common plant species applied in Lingnan Penjing are depicted.
A total of 108 plant species were recorded in the book. Of these,
detailed descriptions are made for 16 most common species and
61 other common species (including varieties and cultivars)
while appended information for 12 species common species
and 19 other common species. The information for each species
includes Chinese name, local name, scientific specific name and
family name, major morphological characteristics, distribution
and habitat, ecological traits, ornamental characteristics and
application form for Penjing. Most of them are represented with
text, illustration and pictures. The descriptions are clear, concise
and easy to understand. Finally, a plant checklist of 224 species
and cultivars from 70 families for Lingnan Penjing is provided.



This book is reviewed by Mr. WANG Que, winner of the Lifetime
Achievement Award of Chinese Society of Landscape Architecture,
and Mr. XING Fuwu, professor from the South China Botanical
Garden, Chinese Academy of Sciences. The preface is written by
Mr. WU Jingzhang, China’s renowned Landscape Architect. We
are greatly grateful to their invaluable contributions. In addition,
most Penjing pictures in this book were photographed in the 2010
Guangzhou International Penjing Exhibition; the Litchi Penjing
was copied from the Chinese Journal “Flowers”, the Penjing
picture of Ligustrum sinense was provided by Mr. KUANG
Wuheng, and the Penjing photo of Diospyros vaccinioides was
offered by Mr. CHEN xia, We acknowledge and appreciate all
the Penjing artists™ hard work and assistance.

The book publication obtained financial supports from Guangzhou
Association for Science and Technology, Guangdong Provincial
Key Laboratory of Biotechnology for Plant Development and
School of Life Sciences, South China Normal University College
of Horticulture and Landscape Architecture, Zhongkai University
of Agriculture and Engineering, and College of Forestry and
Landscape Architecture, South China Agricultural University.
We also thanks for the consistent support from Guangdong
Society of Landscape Architecture.

It has taken several years in collecting data and accumulating
the information for this book, and two more years in finalizing the
book. However, due to the editors’ limited abilities and conditions,
there may still be some errors and mistakes in this book, and we
shall be very grateful it you could give us your valuable advice and
suggestion.

Editors
February, 2015, Guangzhou
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