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Foreword ﬁ|3

In 2009 the Qingdao campus of China University of Petroleum (East China) was
newly established, with a beautiful sea view in the blossoming spring. That year my job
changed. I was previously a professor in the College of Chemical Engineering, but then
became the director of the International Office. At that time the College of International
Education of China University of Petroleum (UPC) had not been established, while its
predecessor, the Department of Teaching Chinese as a Foreign Language (TCFL), was
affiliated to the International Office. The next year when it was time to apply for research
programs, several young teachers from the TCFL department took out a social studies topic
and asked me to take the lead. Thus we had busy days and nights of research, and finally
we had this book.

This book has six sections: (1) UPC’s international education and internationalized
education, (2) government-sponsored postgraduate programs and overseas study, (3)
“Excellent Engineers Training Program” and the internationalization of engineering
education, (4) culture of UPC and Chinese petroleum culture, (5) integration of the Yellow
River culture, and (6) records of the cross-cultural communications of TCFL teachers
from UPC. In the first section, the history of international education in China is reviewed,
together with the history of Chinese students studying abroad. We also look back over
the development of UPC'’s international education and internationalized education, and
conduct relevant comparative studies on local region, petroleum and petrochemical
industry. In the second section, we summarize the UPC postgraduate programs and the
elite undergraduate exchange programs sponsored by China Scholarship Council (CSC)
for overseas study, the international cooperative education programs, and the self-support
overseas study programs of UPC, and we especially focus our attention on comparative
studies between the international exchange programs approved by CSC and the
international cooperative education programs. The third section begins with the challenge
of engineering education and the proposal of the “Excellent Engineers Training Program™.
We conclude that the central European engineering education platform, which UPC has
participated in as a member of the first batch, is a very important international platform

to promote the “Excellent Engineers Training Program”. Our university should take the
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opportunity and strengthen the characteristic disciplines to cultivate more international
petro-technicians. The fourth section describes the campus culture of UPC, the petroleum
culture of New China and China’s overseas oil strategy in the 21st century, which are the
three aspects of UPC’s petroleum culture. In the fifth section we outline the Yellow River
delta culture, the Qilu culture and the culture of the Yellow River Regions, with part-to-
whole sequencing. In the last section “Records of the Cross-Cultural Communications of
TCFL Teachers from UPC”, we select three articles written by our members, presenting
their cross-cultural teaching experience at home and abroad. These 6 sections have formed
a whole scene of UPC’s cross-cultural communication and internationalized education.

I have witnessed the entire process of how the articles of this book were written. The
young writers must have sacrificed all their spare time for the writing after busy teaching
work. They should have had a more leisurely and comfortable life...We have five group
members, and four of them have temporarily changed their work in recent two years.
Guo Yang has been to Cairo University in Egypt; Cheng Shuang has been to Heartland
Community College in Illinois in the US. Both of them have been teaching Chinese by the
government-sponsored teacher program of Hanban, a public institution affiliated with the
Chinese Ministry of Education. Hao Tingting has been to Shandong University to study for
her doctorate; Luo Lei has been to Tsinghua University for her doctorate. Luo Lei is also
the main contributor of this book, and she has managed the daily affairs of our research
group and the publication. I hope that they will come back soon, because we all love the
China University of Petroleum, which has an honorable history of 60 years.

Yan Zifeng
September, 2013
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