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Greetings

V

Prevnew :

~ When people meet, one of the things they usually do is to greet each Gther ot
verbally or nonverbally. Universally practiced as they are, gre,etmgs.may carry
~different meanings in different cultures, hence, misunderstanding may occur
among people who are from other countries, as it is shown in our first text. In
order to reduce cultural misunderstandings, we need to leamn foreign customs
and etiquettes, even taboos of other cultures, encoded in the target Ianguages i
which is the purpose of our second text in this unlt : AR ‘

2& Pre-reading

Work in groups to discuss the questions before reading the passage.

1. Imagine what will happen to a foreign girl in Hong Kong who can’t speak Chinese.
2. What would you do if you were the girl?
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Text

It’s Only a Greeting

A young British woman arrives in Hong Kong to work,
and she knows nothing about the Chinese culture or language.
Now she is in a bank and asking the bank clerk to help her to
draw some money. To her surprise, the bank clerk asks her
if she has had her lunch. She is extremely surprised at such a
question because in the British culture it will be regarded as
an indirect invitation to lunch. It can also indicate the young
man’s interest in dating the girl. Since the bank clerk is a
complete stranger to her, the British girl is taken aback very
much.

“Oh, I’ve had my lunch already, thank you,” the girl
answers hastily.

When she leaves the bank, the British girl goes to a
Chinese language school and is even more surprised to be
asked the same question by one of the teachers.

Then she realizes that it can’t be an invitation, but is still
puzzled and she can’t work it out.

culture: Xt
language: i85
surprise: {R&
extremely: tRimith

indirect: [E}#Z#9
invitation: &i&
date: 92

since: BEA
complete: T£AY
stranger: FE%EA
aback: IZ{Rith
hastily: ZiCit

realize: =iRE!
puzzled: BEIEREAY




Now and then people keep asking her the same question
again and again and she doesn’t know why.

Now she is asking a friend of hers who knows both British
and Chinese cultures well. Her friend is telling her that the real:BEISCAHY
question has no real significance at all—it’s only a greeting! significance: BX

New Words

the totality of socially transmitted behavior patterns,
culture ['kaltfa(r)] n. arts, beliefs, institutions, and all other products of
\ human work and thought 321, XB8; &%

N !

| the use by human beings of voice sounds, and
often written symbols representing these sounds,
language ['leengwids] n. in organized combinations and patterns in order to
| l express and communicate thoughts and feelings
BE; BEXNF

VL. to encounter suddenly or unexpectedly {#173F

3

: '
surprise [so'praiz] something, such as an unexpected encounter, event,

or gift, that surprises 1525, =48
extremely [1k'strizmli] adv. | to avery high degree tRimit:, JEEiD
, to look upon or consider in a particular way
d : S
regard [irgazd] | §BoeeeBIE, BB
o , .| not proceeding straight to the point or object
indirect [.inda'rekt] adj. ‘ i, EE
S ; | a spoken or written request for someone’s presence
invitation [.znv1'teifn] n. S
or participation #i&
i | to show the way to or the direction of; point out
'tndikert 4 r —
ndeatelindriert] | Ve g, w20, R
‘ an appointment, especially an engagement to go out
date [dert] vi. socially with a member of the opposite sex
| \ S55MHNNs
since [s1ns] | cony. | in as much as; because BE%&; BF

\ =
adj. | tothe greatest degree possible Z£H#); =EH; AIEN

complete [kam'pli:t]

Rz ‘ to finish making or doing something 55§

stranger ['streindza(r)] | n one who is neither a friend nor an acquaintance FE&A
aback [a'bak] adv. | by surprise IzZ{Rith

’ said, made or done very quickly, especially when this

hastly L hexserl] e ' has bad results i, {2t
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IQ % realize ['rizalarz] VL. to comprehend completely or correctly IAIRE], THE

G;) ;ﬁ plzzisd [aazid] adj. unable to understand soimetihing the reason for it

m 2 REIE R

g s el frisll ad [a);:;?:rl]lz :;(Isgt:—;gg c?r;a&;;gening and not imagined or

? significance [sig'nifikans] | n. ;;s’tazt;?r;quality of being sianificant
Phrases and Expressions . 40 Seaine |
arrive at (in) S ~ 7
to one’s surprise | FEREAIZRNE o
regard...as .- EE H
be taken aback Zim 7 3
even more B=x, (k)& S

_— by now FIxeS 1
4 now and then B 5

keep doing IR
again and again | B= R
work out e,
not at all —RtER
Proper Names e N
British ['brrtif] EEY, EEAR -
Hong Kong ['hpn' kon] &iE 4




@ Exercises

Comprehension of the Text

|. Choose the best answer.

1. Who arrives in Hong Kong? A young

A. British woman
B. British man

C. American lady
D. Japanese woman

2. The girl comes to Hong Kong »

A. to study the Chinese language
B. to get money from a bank

C. to see her mother and father
D. to work there

3. When the bank clerk asks the girl the
question, he means

A. he wants to invite her to lunch
B. he wants to date her

C. he wants to marry her

D. he wants to greet her

4. After the girl leaves the bank, she is
asked the same question by

A. one of the clerks in a bank

B. one of the strangers in her company
C. one of the teachers in a school

D. one of the students in a school

5. Why do the people in Hong Kong keep

asking the girl the same question again and

again? Because they want to

A. get along well with her

B. make friends with her

C. help her with her Chinese language
D. give her a greeting

6. How does the girl work it out at last?
With the help of her .

A. teacher
B. boss

C. boyfriend
D. friend

Il. Answer the following questions
according to the facts.

1. Why does the British woman go to
Hong Kong?

2. What problems does she have?

3. Why is she taken aback when the
clerk asks her the question?

4. What did she say when the clerk asked
if she had had her lunch?
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5. What do you learn from the story?
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I. Match each of the words in the left column with the definition in the
right column.

1. significance a. one who is neither a friend nor
e ‘ an acquaintance
2. indirect b. to encounter suddenly or
= , , , unexpectedly
—; 3. since : c. to reach a destination
4. stranger d. in as much as; because
~ 5. surprise e. not proceeding straight to the
Lt ' point or object
~ 6. only f. alone in kind or class; sole
L inlfritation g. a spoken or written request
- — : for someone’ s presence
8. realize h. to comprehend completely or
S e o ‘ correctly
9. arrive : i. to a certain extent; somewhat
10. rather 5 j. the state or quality of being
o 2 < significant -

Il. Fill in each blank with a suitable phrase or word from the box,
changing the form where necessary.

indicate realize introduce work out keep doing
regard... as now and then be taken aback

1. Mayl___ ‘my friend from our friends.

Georgetoyou? ' ;

: - ; 3. Don’t worry. I’ m sure that you
rA _we need some help will ___ it
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4. Linda is very friendly with her make it. §’
students. She never o
herself a teacher. 7. Next, you need to e
your plan. )

5. The clouds the g-_
coming of rain. 8. Don’t U%

(7}

by my words. Sorry for tha:t-.} :
6. this and soon we'’ Il ' ‘

lll. Fill in the blanks in the following passage by selecting suitable
words from the Word Bank. You may not use any of the words more
than once.

Laughing Is Good Medicine

7

Laughing makes you feel good. Did you know laughing is 1
good for your health?

No one likes to 2 bored, angry, or sad 3 a long
time. A good laugh helps you feel better. It is hard to 4 upset
when you are laughing.

Many 5 say laughing is good medicine. It helps to kill 6 .
It even helps 7 people get well. Some hospitals bring in clowns
(/)\H ) to make sick children 8 . Others have 9 share
jokes and watch funny movies to make them laugh. For better

10 , try laughing.

C.for  D.stay E. doctors
H.laugh | patients Jhealth
M.smile ~ N.body oM.

IV. Complete the following sentences by translating the Chinese in
brackets into English.

1. Bill doesn’t know Chinese culture (—s=2thAR).
2. College life is a ( 5=2) new life to us.
3. He is kind and honest, so we all (3EE) like him.




4. Yesterday Alan left home ( Aitih).
5. John wrote a letter to Sara (£9) her.
V. Read and Simulate

First read the English sentences, and then translate the Chinese
sentences into English by simulating the key structures used in the
English sentences.

| samples _J  Reproduction |
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‘1. She knows nothing She knows nothing SRR AT EE S T otk
- about the Chinese about who helped her. 2, RBETELE.
~culture or language.
2.To her surprise, Much to their surprise, fidEAEE, S+

~ the bank clerk asked ~ theyonlygottwodays = iF.
~ herif she had had her - for such hard work. :

- ~ lunch. : ;
. 3. She is extremely She is extremely e tRiFFARELLIBETAY
: surprised atsucha = surprised at what L g8,
quesilon il . she saw.
4 Itwil beregarded ~  We regard this | RAHEEIE—REE
~ asanindirect invitation gesture as a kind 5.
to lunch ' of insult.
Pe keep asksng He kept making the LEEEA R —FIRRAY

5

- herthesame question = same mistakes. | EESE.
agam and again.

R P e e

VI. Translate the following sentences into English.

1. LEREZFOR, YBNNNERRRGBIXAK. (to one’s surprise)
SEAIARRRHBEIMURITRA . (keep doing)
XACIEWIABERIFAIRBR . (regard...as...)

REHFELET , MERNFEERZ ., (work out)
EE/RIIPE A —FFFE . (know nothing about)
XNMIBEBHALRE N . (significance)

o0 AN
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28 Pre-reading

Think of the questions before reading the passage.

1. If your friends invite you to dinner in America, what will you bring?

2. What do you have to do before entering a mosque in the Middle East?

3. What does “When in Rome, do as the Romans do.” mean?

i Text

When in Rome

“When in Rome, do as the Romans do.” This English
proverb means you should follow the customs of the country
you're in. That’s fine if you know the customs, but tricky if
you don’t. So first find the gaps in your knowledge by doing
this quiz with a partner and find out the answers and extra
information. After that, you’ll be an expert on international
etiquette!

The Middle East

1. Which might offend your host?

A. leaving food on your plate
B. refusing a cup of coffee

The answer is B. It might seem rude because you are
refusing to accept his/her hospitality. Leaving a little food
would definitely not offend your Middle Eastern host. It shows
you have eaten well and aren’t
hungry any more.

2. What do you have to

do before entering a
mosque?

A. put on white clothes
B. take off your shoes

You got it? A or B? Yes,
B is right. You have to take off
your shoes when you go into

proverb: iEi5
mean: EE2
customs: Xf&
tricky: #FHY
gap: &8
knowledge: 1R
quiz: ZNUEE
partner: &fkA
extra: ERFMY
information: 8
expert: X
etiquette: L5
offend: §IC
host: A

rude: HHE&RH
hospitality: 7%
definitely: BA#fitE

mosque: EEF
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