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A long, long time ago, a young man lived in a bamboo forest.
He lived by making lanterns, and was known as Brother Lantern —

“Deng Ge” in Chinese.
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Deng Ge was very clever with his hands. The hundred-flower lantern he
made would attract bees and butterflies; the carp lantern would make

cats meow and circle around it.
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He often sold his lanterns downtown, and his business was very
good. He became very famous.
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The news spread. The prince heard about it and developed a
secret plan.
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In order to show his richness, the prince decided to hold a big party
at the time of the Lantern Festival. He sent for Deng Ge.
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Nine servants were sent out for Deng Ge. They found him and ordered
himto go to the prince’s mansion to make lanterns. Knowing the
prince well, Deng Ge didn’t want to make lanterns for the evil man.
He said nothing to the servants and tried to take his lanterns away.
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The prince was very angry when he heard that Deng Ge refused
to make lanterns for him. He ordered Deng Ge to make 365 different
lanterns for the Lantern Festival. If he didn’t, he would be put to death.
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Counting that there were only three days left, Deng Ge knew that no
matter how hard he worked, he couldn’t make that many lanterns. So
he asked the prince to give him a few more days, but the prince wouldn’t
agree.
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Deng Ge was shut up in a dark room. Except for the tools and materials
for making lanterns, he had only a dim lamp in the room.
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Since he had no choice, he worked very hard for three days and two
nights without any meals or sleep. By the third night he had made only
81 lanterns. The next morning would be the Lantern Festival. What

should he do?
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Deng Ge was so worried that he didn’t know what to do. He stared
at the lamp wishfully, hoping to find an answer.
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Suddenly, he saw a brilliant red glow on the lamp which looked
like a camellia bud.
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The wick became bigger and brighter, and the whole room was full of light.
Beautiful music could be heard coming from the lamp.

D

-

TS EAAAAK, AT, EAEFAR TR, AKTEEE
£ HF R

00000000rl 00000000 000D OCCELODLO DO 15



Bilingual Children's Books

BENEEHEHDNK

\ :

Suddenly, the wick split into two, and from it came a girl dressed in red. She
smiled at Deng Ge.
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