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Foreword

In July 2013, under the leadership of Professor Li Jingjing, students majoring in environmental art
at the Art School of Lanzhou University conducted a month-long study on the ancient buildings and
local customs of the central Shanxi. After the study, based on their own research, the students created
excellent art works, which were collected and published.

I was deeply when first seeing the sample of Impression of the Jinzhong Region of Shanxi Province.
The scenic locations - Ancient Pingyao City, Ancient Yuci City, Jinzhong (in central Shanxi) Local-
style Dwellings, Grand Courtyards in Jinzhong, Temples and Palaces, Multi-Story Towers and
Pavilions — were depicted incisively and vividly by flexible techniques of professor and students.
They also portrayed the folk culture and folk art with strong local characteristics and rural flavor.

As a witness of history, a city embodies the cultural heritage of its society. Impression of Central
Shanxi not only records the rich architectural heritage of ancient Shanxi in painting, but, more
importantly, informs readers about the province and carries forward the splendid culture of ancient
China.

Those of insight will develop a deep interest in Chinese ancient architecture through this book and
gain a unique understanding and appreciation via the paintings herein. I sincerely hope this album
will attract widespread attention.

Xiang Liang
Dean, School of Art, Lanzhou University
June, 2015
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Preface

From the Ganlan-Style dwellings of the Neolithic Period (10,200 to 4,500 BC) to the Tang Dynasty (618-907)
temples to the Ming and Qing Dynasties (1644-1911) palaces, Chinese architecture has constantly evolved
reflecting the changes of Chinese culture throughout the millennia. According to Liang Sicheng, the famous
Chinese architect, everything from culture to daily necessities such as clothing, transportation modes, craft
and tools are all closely related to architecture. Characteristics of Chinese architecture reflect those of the Chinese
nation. Shanxi Province preserves the greatest number of Chinese ancient buildings; thus the saying, “Most unearthed
cultural relics come from Shaanxi Province, but most surface cultural relics are seen in Shanxi Province”.

Perhaps because I was born in Shanxi, since childhood, I have a keen interest in the traditional wooden
architecture of China. Luckily, I have mainly taught the History of Ancient Chinese Architecture since 1 became
a teacher at Lanzhou University. Thus, I have had more time to immerse myself in the history and culture of
Chinese ancient architecture. In the summer of 2013, I led 30 students taking part in a month-long architecture
study to my home province, Shanxi. After the study, the students, each in their own expressive inspirations,
depicted nearly 600 works of traditional architecture.

Since September 2013, 1 have been fortunate to participate in compiling Memory of the Old Home in Sketches,
which is divided into four parts by regions, each portraying the ancient building remains, architectural
landscape, local customs, and folk culture of the cities of Taiyuan, Lvliang, Jinzhong and Yangquan. Through
this book, I hope more people will gain a greater appreciation of the unique history and culture of central
Shanxi.

I express my special appreciation to Zhouding from the Academy Press for the contribution to the publication of
this book, to my dear students who carefully sketched and compiled the books, to directors and colleagues in the
Lanzhou University School of Art for their support, and to Dean Xiang Liang who wrote the book’s prologue.

Li Jingjing
June 2015, Lanzhou
7
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