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Preface

Hezhe ethnic minority, one of the smallest minorities in Hei-
longjiang (China) , is of ancient Siberian descent. Its language, to-
gether with other ethnic languages such as Manchu, Xibo, Olun-
chun, and Nanai, are different dialects sharing a common origin.
Hezhe language is agglutinative? language and belongs to the Man-
chu - Tungusic group of the Altaic family, thus it is very close to Jap-
anese and Korean in gramma. Hezhe people in China speaks several
different dialects such as “Hezhen” and “Kileng”, there is also a
small number of people who speaks “Feiyake”. Nowadays, Kileng is
the only dialect that is still in use and spoken by a handful of Hezhe
old people. Fortunately, despite the changes of time, Kileng dialect is
still kept intact in terms of its oral grammarmatical? standard? and
relatively rich vocabulary. Because the other two dialects have al-
ready disappeared in China, Hezhe language referred in this book is
Kileng dialect.

The author had lived with Hezhe people in his young age and is
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able to speak Hezhe language. After almost ten years of research,
this book offers the following four contributions ;

First, since Hezhe language has no written form, this book pro-
poses to write and spell Hezhe language using “modified” Simplified
Chinese pinyin. Specifically, this book modified certain vowels and
changed phonetic? symbols of Chinese pinyin based on the charac-
teristics of Hezhe pronunciation. Because of this new spelling
scheme, this book is able to be the first to comprehensively document
the verbs, auxiliary verbs, adjective, adverbs and auxiliary words of
this language. Through the author’ s seven years’ research and
practice, this new pinyin —based spelling scheme has gained a high
degree of recognition among Hezhe scholars and senior Hezhe peo-
ple. Applying this spelling scheme, the authors also successfully
completed a project of State Ethnic Affairs Commission: Documenta-
tion, Research and Inheritance of Hezhe language [ 2014 — GM -
174] in 2014.

Second, this book systematically introduces the gramma of
Hezhe language. Besides summarizing grammar characteristic for
verbs and auxiliary verbs, this book also fills the gaps in Hezhe lan-
guage research by introducing the usage of auxiliary words. In total,
we summarize more than sixty grammatical phenomena, each of
which is complemented with abundant illustrative sentences. Alto-
gether, this book almost covers every grammatical phenomenon we
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can find in the existing studies.

Third, the spelling of every word and the summary of each gram-
matical phenomenon have been confirmed by Youyuzhi, Youguilan
and many other Hezhe language speakers. With the support of State
Ethnic Affairs Commission, the author invited several Hezhe speakers
in Tongjiang and together we proofread and revised this whole book in
2015. With the help of these 80 — year — old Hezhe speakers, we
managed to maximize the preservation of this endangered language.

Forth, this book is also the first to apply the agglutinative lan-
guage system to Hezhe language. With pinyin spelling schema,
verbs, auxiliary verbs and auxiliary words of Hezhe language can be
clearly recognized, easily learned and understood.

This book consists of three parts. First part - introduction ex-
plains alphabet and spelling schema. Second part consists of twenty
texts, each of which includes various parts such as reading, transla-
tion, conversation, gramma and word. The contents of these texts
cover every aspect of Hezhe people’ s life, such as marriage, reli-
gion, production life, art, culture and so on. Intotal this book docu-
ments about 1 800 Hezhe words, some of which appear repeatedly in
the “new words”. section in each unit to facilitate learning. In the ap-
pen dix, there are dlso vocabulary and “Daily Hezhe conve rsa tion
700" for learning and research purposes.

By far, Hezhe adjectival verb and several auxiliary words are still
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