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Foreword

| am delighted to support the display of A History of the World in 100 Objects: the Exhibition in
China, and to see the exhibition tour Beijing and Shanghai. The British Museum is one of our first
institutions, but more than that, it truly is the world's museum and speaks to audiences on a global
scale. This exhibition provides an opportunity for Chinese visitors to engage with the rich diversity of
objects representing the history of the world we share.

Sharing Britain's heritage internationally is an important aspect of the museum's work. It is part of
a much wider effort to make Britain the world's most creative and exciting place to live, visit and do
business; being optimistic, outward looking, and open to the world. We protect and promote our
cultural and artistic heritage and help businesses and communities to grow by investing in innovation
and highlighting Britain as a fantastic place to visit. These things are best done with friends and
partners like China, with whom we have an important shared history, and a vibrant shared future of
great potential.

To bring this exhibition to China at this time is especially important as we enter a golden era of
relations between our two countries, not only from a cultural perspective but also as we work
together to promote trade, tourism, infrastructure and investment. UK Government funding continues
to support some of our great museums and cultural institutions to boost their profile in China and to
deepen UK-China cultural links. This exhibition represents one of many collaborations between the
UK and China, and we look to an exciting future for our two nations.

MWH&

Rt Hon Matthew Hancock MP
UK Minister of State for Digital and Culture
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Foreword

The British Museum is honoured to present A History of the World in 100 Objects: the Exhibition
in Shanghai. Inspired by the highly-acclaimed 2010 radio series and book, which was produced in
partnership with the BBC and Penguin Books, this unique exhibition sets out to tell one version of
an extraordinary story - the history of the world. It is not told through writing, but through objects:
the creations and inventions that people have made, and that have helped us to overcome the
challenges that humankind has faced throughout the last 2 million years. Through these objects, we
can access those parts of history that have left no written records, giving us a privileged glimpse into
the lives of our earliest ancestors all around the globe, as well as cultures that never developed a
need for scripts.

Using 100 key objects from the British Museum's encyclopaedic collection, this exhibition brings
to life a truly global story of what it is to be human. While many are beautiful examples of human
potential for technical and artistic excellence, this exhibition also highlights the remarkable stories
which can be revealed through even the most humble objects. A tiny stone seal led to the rediscovery
of a lost civilisation, and fragments of pottery discarded on a beach in Africa expose the vast distances
travelled by early traders across the Indian Ocean. All of these objects come together to tell a global
story that spans continents and millennia. Above all it demonstrates that human beings in all times
and places confront the same problems, and share the same aspirations. It is my hope that visitors to
the exhibition will take away a new sense of our shared history and reflect on their place within it.

| would like to express my thanks to the UK government for generously funding this project, and
so many others that have seen China and the UK work together to share their cultural heritage and
expertise as part of an extensive exchange program throughout 2015. This follows the success of
previous collaborative exhibitions, including /ndia: The Art of the Temple, presented by the British
Museum and the Victoria and Albert Museum in 2010. We are delighted to be working with the
Shanghai Museum once again.

Dr. Hartwig Fischer
Director, the British Museum
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Foreword

It is wonderful to welcome another collaboration between the British Museum and Shanghai Museum
and to see A History of the World in 100 Objects: the Exhibition presented to audiences in Shanghai.

| am delighted to see so many objects from across the globe displayed in Shanghai Museum, and
to invite Chinese audiences to explore this particular presentation of a history of the world. The
collaborative effort shown by both museums is a testament to the important and enduring cultural
relationship between China and the UK and we look forward to realising future projects both in
Shanghai and beyond.

| hope that visitors enjoy this journey into the British Museum's telling of a history of our world and
that the exhibition affords an opportunity of reflection on our shared past, present and future.

Dame Barbara Woodward DCMG OBE
British Ambassador to China
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Foreword

In the study of any culture, a universal conundrum is how to avoid interpreting that culture's history
through a narrative of Self and Other. It is hard enough to be objective in telling the history of any one
nation, not speaking of the history of the whole world. There is hardly a world history not narrated
from the aspective of the political interest group the author belongs to. For the same reason, people
who are told of their own history tend to believe that the history and culture of other nations must be
very different from theirs. In this'sense, A History of the World in 100 Objects from the British Museum
is a remarkable breakthrough. First of all, it tells a history of all human beings not through words,
which can easily tinted by subjective opinions, but through objects created by human beings. By
compiling manmade objects spanning most of the continents and a period from 2 million years ago
to the present day, the exhibition also breaks through the conventional barrier between subjects of
archaeology, history, and art history. Most importantly, it shows how different cultures share similar
processes of development in early human history, and how they react to each other after making
contact, which challenges our view of "globalization”.

"A History of the World in 100 Objects" started as a joint project of the British Museum and BBC,
comprising a 100-part radio series. A book accompanying the series was published in 2010. As "a
museum of the world for the world", the British Museum curated an exhibition that shares the same
name. The touring exhibition is composed of objects from all over the world and has traveled to the
United Arab Emirates, Japan, and Australia. It is now in China, ready to tell the story of the human
history.

In China's history of foreign relations, Shanghai has been playing a role that cannot be overlooked.
An archaeological discovery in the Qinglong Town, Qingpu District, has confirmed that the area was
once an important trading port in the Tang and Song dynasties. In modern times, Shanghai has
consistently been a window for external exchange. Today, it is an economic and cultural metropolis
active on the international stage. As a cultural representative of the city, the Shanghai Museum is
honored to welcome this exhibition. | would like to express my gratitude to the British Museum for
loaning the exhibits, the UK government for generously funding the project, and all the staff who
worked hard to bring the exhibition to Shanghai.

Dr. Yang Zhigang
Director, Shanghai Museum
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