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Unit 1 ‘
The Adventures of Tom Sawyer

The Author

Samuel Clemens(Mark Twain) is considered to be one of America’s greatest

humorists and writers. He is perhaps most famous for his novels about boyhood
life on the Mississippi River in the mid-19th century: The Adventures of
Huckleberry Finn, which is regarded as Twain’s greatest contribution to
American literature. and The Adventures of Tom Sawyer. Both of these two
works were based in part on his childhood adventures along the banks of the
Mississippi.

Clemens used the pen name Mark Twain to publish more than 30 works of
literature which included satire, historical fiction, short stories, and nonfiction.
Many of his works. including Huckleberry Finn, Tom Sawyer, The Prince and
the Pauper, and A Connecticut Yankee in King Arthur’s Court have become
classic literature. '

Besides those well-known works, Twain also wrote five travelogues that
claborated on his experiences in the Western U.S., Europe, the Middle East,
Asia, and along the Mississippi River, such as The Personal Recollections of
Joan of Arc, and Letters from the Earth, in which he presents himself as the
Father of History. Father History reviews and interprets cvents from the
Garden of Eden through the Fall and the Flood, translating the papers of Adam

and his descendants.

The Novel

The Adventures of Tom Sawyer ., by Mark Twain, is part of the Barnes &
Noble Classics series, which offers quality editions at desirable prices to the
student and the general reader. including new scholarship, exquisite design, and
pages of carefully crafted extras.

Perhaps the best-loved nineteenth-century American novel, Mark Twain’s
tale of boyhood adventure is embedded with comedy, warmth, and slapstick
energy. In this masterpiece, a variety of irresistible characters come to life—the

wonderfully self-confident Tom., his best friend Huck Finn, indulgent Aunt
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Polly, and the lovely, beguiling Becky—as well as such unforgettable incidents
as whitewashing a fence, swearing an oath in blood, and getting lost in a dark
and labyrinthine cave. Below Tom Sawyer’s sunny surface lurk hints of a darker
reality, of youthful innocence and naiveté confronting the cruelty, hypocrisy,
and foolishness of the adult world—a theme that would become more
pronounced in Twain’s Adventures of Huckleberry Finn. In spite of such
suggestions, Tom Sawyer remains Twain’s joyful ode to the endless possibilities
of childhood.

I. Grammar

Directions: Read the following two passages. Fill in each blank with one proper
word or the proper form of the given word to make the passage coherent . Make

sure that your answers are grammatically correct .

(A)

Tom was introduced to the Judge; but his tongue (1) (tie), his
breath would hardly come, his heart quaked—partly (2) the
awful greatness of the man, but mainly because he was her parent. He would
have liked (3) (fall) down and worship him, if it were in the dark.
The Judge put his hand on Tom’s head and called him (4) fine little
man, and asked him (5) his name was. The boy stammered,
(6) (gasp), and got it out:

“Tom.”

'y

“Oh, no, not Tom—it is—’

“Thomas.”

“Ah, that’s it. I thought there was more to it, maybe. That’s very well. But
you’ve another one I (7) say, and you’ll tell it to me, won’t you?”

“Tell the gentleman your (8) name, Thomas,” said Walters,
“and say sir. You mustn’t forget your manners.”

“Thomas Sawyer—sir.”

(B)
Monday morning found Tom Sawyer miserable. Monday morning always
found him so —(9) it began another week’s slow suffering in school.

He generally began that day with wishing he had had no intervening holiday, it
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made the going into captivity and fetters again so much more odious.

Tom lay (10) (think) . Presently it occurred to him (11)
he wished he was sick; then he could stay home from school. Here was a vague
possibility. He canvassed his system. No ailment was found, and he investigated
again. This time he thought he could detect colicky symptoms, and he began to
encourage them with considerable hope. But they soon grew feeble, and
presently died wholly away. He reflected (12) (far). Suddenly he
discovered something. One of his upper front teeth was loose. This was lucky;
he was about to begin to groan, as a “starter”, (13) he called it, when
it occurred to him that if he came into court with that argument, his aunt would
pull it out, and that would hurt. So he thought he would hold the tooth in
reserve for the present, and seek further. Nothing offered for some little time,
and then he remembered (14) (hear) the doctor tell about a certain
thing that laid up a patient for two or three weeks and threatened to make him
(15) (lose) a finger. So the boy eagerly drew his sore toe from under
the sheet and held it up for inspection. But now he did not know the necessary
symptoms. However, (16) seemed well worth while to chance it, so

he fell to groaning with considerable spirit.

II. Vocabulary

Directions: Complete the following passage by using the words in the box. Each

word can only be used once. Note that there is one word more than you need .

A. resource B.removed C. conveniently D. proposed E. fetching

F. weighed G.case H. gradually I.concealed J.course K. occupying

Huck began to dig and scratch now. Some boards were soon uncovered and
17 . They had 18 a natural chasm which led under the rock. Tom got
into this and held his candle as far under the rock as he could, but said he could
not see to the end of the rift. He 19  to explore. He stopped and passed
under; the narrow way descended 20 . He followed its winding 21, first
to the right, then to the left, Huck at his heels. Tom turned a short curve, by-
and-by, and exclaimed:

“My goodness, Huck, look here!”

It was the treasure-box, sure enough, 22 a snug little cavern, along
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with an empty powder-keg. a couple of guns in leather 23 ., two or three
pairs of old moccasins. a leather belt. and some other rubbish well soaked with
the water-drip.
“Got it at last!” said Huck, ploughing among the tarnished coins with his
hand. “My, but we’re rich, Tom!”
“Huck, I always reckoned we’d get it. It’s just too good to believe. but we
have got it, sure! Say —let’s not fool around here. Let’s snake it out. Lemme see
if T can lift the box.”

It 24 about fifty pounds. Tom could lift it. after an awkward fashion,

but could not carry it 25
“I thought so.” he said. “They carried it like it was heavy, that day at the
haunted house. I noticed that. I reckon I was right to think of 26  the little

bags along.”

The money was soon in the bags and the boys took it up to the cross rock.

IIl. Cloze

Directions: For each blank in the following passage there are four words or
phrases marked A, B, C and D. Fill in each blank with the word or phrase
that best fits the context .

The adventure of the day mightily 27  Tom'’s dreams that night. Four
times he had his hands on that rich 28 and four times it wasted to
nothingness in his fingers as sleep forsook him and wakefulness brought back
the hard reality of his misfortunc. As he laid in the early morning 29  the
incidents of his great adventure, he noticed that they seemed curiously subdued
and far away — 30 as if they had happened in another world. or in a time

long gone by. Then it 31  to him that the great adventure itself must be a

dream! There was one very strong argument 32 this idea— namely., that the

quantity of coin he had seen was too 33 to be real. He had never seen as

much as fifty dollars in one mass before., and he was like all boys of his age and

station in life, in that he 34 that all references to “hundreds” and

“thousands” were 35 fanciful forms of speech, and that no such sums really
existed in the world. He 36  had supposed for a moment that so large a sum
as a hundred dollars was to be found in actual money in any one’s 37 . If his

notions of hidden treasure had been analyzed. they would have been found to
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38 a handful of real dimes and a bushel of vague. splendid, ungraspable

dollars.
But the 39 of his adventure grew sensibly sharper and clearer under the
attrition of thinking them over, and so he presently found himself leaning to the

40  that the thing might not have been a dream. after all. This 41 must

be swept away. He would snatch a hurried breakfast and go and find Huck.
Huck was sitting on the gunwale of a flatboat, listlessly dangling his feet in the
water and looking very melancholy. Tom concluded to let Huck lead up to the
subject. If he did not do it, then the adventure would be proved to have been

only a dream.

27. A. realized B. troubled C. threaded D. threatened
28. A. treasure B. achievement C. accomplishment D. wealth

29. A. remarking B. recalling C. removing D. responding
30. A. somewhere B. anyway C. somewhat D. anyhow
31. A. occurred B. happened C. appeared D. turned out
32. A. in terms of B. in honor of  C. in case of D. in favor of
33. A. vast B. valuable C. moderate D. adequate
34. A. ignored B. imagined C. inquired D. invested
35. A. memo B. mere C. mass D. mess

36. A. never B. ever C. always D. once

37. A. will B. presence C. profit D. possession
38. A. add to B. consist of C. make up for D. result in
39. A. accident B. incident C. affair D. case

40. A. impression B. implication C. indication D. influence
41. A. uncertainty B. certainty C. assurance D. unknown

IV. Reading

Directions: Read the following passages carefully. Then answer the questions or

complete the statements in the fewest possible words .

(A)
“Oh, Tom! Then I ain’t the first you've ever been engaged to!”
The child began to cry. Tom said:

“Oh, don’t cry, Becky. I don’t care for her any more.”

£

/

%
74
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“Yes, you do, Tom—you know you do.”

Tom tried to put his arm about her neck, but she pushed him away and
turned her face to the wall, and went on crying. Tom tried again, with soothing
words in his mouth, and was repulsed again. Then his pride was up, and he
strode away and went outside. He stood about, restless and uneasy, for a while,
glancing at the door, every now and then, hoping she would repent and come to
find him. But she did not. Then he began to feel badly and fear that he was in
the wrong. It was a hard struggle with him to make new advances, now, but he
nerved himself to it and entered. She was still standing back there in the corner,
sobbing, with her face to the wall. Tom’s heart smote him. He went to her and
stood a moment, not knowing exactly how to proceed. Then he said
hesitatingly .

“Becky, I—I don’t care for anybody but you.”

No reply—but sobs.

“Becky”— pleadingly. “Becky, won’t you say something?”

More sobs.

Tom got out his chiefest jewel, a brass knob from the top of an andiron,
and passed it around her so that she could see it, and said:

“Please. Becky. won’t you take it?”

She struck it to the floor. Then Tom marched out of the house and over the
hills and far away, to return to school no more that day. Presently Becky began
to suspect. She ran to the door; he was not in sight; she flew around to the play-
yard; he was not there. Then she called:

“Tom! Come back, Tom!”

She listened intently, but there was no answer. She had no companions but
silence and loneliness. So she sat down to cry again and upbraid herself; and by
this time the scholars began to gather again, and she had to hide her grief and
still her broken heart and take up the cross of a long. dreary, aching afternoon,

with none among the strangers about her to exchange sorrows with.

(No more than 10 words.)

42. Becky cried because she learned that

43. What caused Tom to stride away and go outside?

44. What did Becky do with the jewel Tom passed to her?




45. Becky felt lonely and heartbroken that afternoon because

(B)

He bravely bore his miseries three weeks, and then one day turned up
missing. For forty-eight hours the widow hunted for him everywhere in great
distress. The public were profoundly concerned; they searched high and low,
they dragged the river for his body. Early the third morning Tom Sawyer wisely
went poking among some old empty hogsheads down behind the abandoned
slaughter-house, and in one of them he found the refugee. Huck had slept
there; he had just breakfasted upon some stolen odds and ends of food, and was
lying oft, now, in comfort, with his pipe. He was unkempt, uncombed, and
clad in the same old ruin of rags that had made him picturesque in the days
when he was free and happy. Tom routed him out, told him the trouble he had
been causing, and urged him to go home. Huck’s face lost its tranquil content,
and took a melancholy cast. He said:

“Don’t talk about it, Tom. I've tried it, and it doesn’t work; it don’t work,
Tom. It ain’t for me; I ain’t used to it. The wider is good to me, and friendly;
but I can’t stand their ways. She makes me get up just at the same time every
morning; she makes me wash; they comb me all to thunder; she won’t let me
sleep in the woodshed; I got to wear them blamed clothes that just smothers
me, Tom; they don’t seem to any air through in, somehow; and they’re so
rotten nice that I can’t set down, nor lay down, nor roll around anywhere; I
haven’t slid on a cellar-door for—well, it appears to be years; I got to go to
church and sweat and sweat—1 hate them ornery sermons! I can’t ketch a fly in
there, I can’t chaw. I got to wear shoes all Sunday. The wider eats by a bell; she
goes to bed by a bell; she gets up by a bell-—everything’s so awful regular a body
can’t stand it.”

“Well, everybody does that way, Huck.”

“Tom., it doesn’t make no difference. I ain’t everybody, and I can’t stand
it. It’s awful to be tied up so. And grub comes too easy—1I don’t take no interest
in vittles, that way. I got to ask to go a-fishing; I got to ask to go in a-
swimming —if I haven’t got to ask to do everything. Well, I'd got to talk so nice
it wasn’t no comfort—1I'd got to go up in the attic and rip out awhile, every
day, to get a taste in my mouth, or I’d a died, Tom. The wider wouldn’t let me

smoke; she wouldn’t let me yell, she wouldn’t let me gape, nor stretch, nor

Unit 1 The Adventures of Tom Sawyer /7
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scratch, before folks—” [Then with a spasm of special irritation and injury |—

*And dad fetch it. she prayed all the time! I never see such a woman!”

(No more than 12 words.)

46. After Huck was missing, what did the public in the village do?

47. The word “refugee” in the underlined sentence refers to

48. What did Huck think of the widow?

49. Huck determined to leave because

% Now words and expressions

worship /'wa:fip/ v. feel love and admiration for (sb./ sth.), esp to such an
extent that one cannot see his/ its faults 52 FF ; & 5%

stammer /'steema-/ v. speak with sudden pauses and a tendency to repeat rapidly
the same sound or syllable [0z ; 4% [ 2 15 i

intervening /inta'viin1/ adj. coming between & 4 T H[a] . i A Hr iy

captivity /keep'tiviti/ n. state of being held as a prisoner #{F ; # 4 ; [N 2%

fetter /'feto/ n. chain put round the feet of a person or animal to limit
movement fHI#

odious /'oudios/ adj. disgusting; hateful A] 4§ %, o] 4 i

canvass /'keenvos/ v. go around an area asking (people) for (political support)
i)

colicky /'koliki/ adj. of, like or suffering from severe pain in the adomen £
i FY)

feeble /'fi:bl/ adj. weak;faint £ 55 1 ; HE 55 69 ; 5058 19

groan /graun/ v. make a deep sad sound when in pain., or to express despair,
disapproval or distress M ; 1 &,

chasm /'kesezom/ n. deep opening in the ground UL ; TR I ; b 45+

rift /rift/ n. split, crack, break Z44% ;%4 11 ; B 4t

descend /di'send/ v.come or go down F¥; F2Z; F[#

snug /snag/ adj. warm and comfortable i B2 ifii &F i&

cavern /'keevon/ n. cave, esp a large or dark one i 7C (CfE 45 K ifii B A

moccasin /'mpkasin/ n. a flat shoe that is made from soft leather and has large
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stitches around the front K5 J7 #E

tarnish /'ta:ni1f/ v. make sth. no longer look bright and shiny (fifi) 2k 63

reckon /'rekon/ v. expect. believe, or suppose £ ;AN

mightily /'maitili/ adv. to a great degree JE¥

forsake /fo'setk/ v. give up M #; & 7

subdue /sob'dju:/ v. to put down by force or authority il I

mass /mees/ n. the ordinary people in society ¥ il A

notion /'noufn/ n. an idea or belief about something £H

vague /veig/ adj. not clearly understood or expressed 7% #i i1

attrition /a'trifn/ n. erosion by friction J& {6 . il #&

snatch /sneet[/ v. to grasp hastily or eagerly 35

gunwale /'ganl/ n. the top of the side of a boat or the topmost plank of a
wooden vessel %%

dangle /'deefgl/ v. hang freely # % Mg+

sob /spb/ v. to cry in a noisy way. breathing in short breaths i

pleadingly /'pli:dili/ adv. in a beseeching manner 72K i

hogshead /'hogzhed/ n. a British unit of capacity for alcoholic beverages KA

unkempt /ian'kempt/ adj. not neatly combed AS$ 3 (1

clad /kleed/ adj. wearing or provided with clothing %A1

picturesque /piktfo'resk/ adj. strikingly expressive 4§

tranquil /'treeNkwil/ adj. calm and peaceful 7° it i

sermon /'saxmon/ n. an address of a religious nature 7iifl ; i #(

ornery /'omori/ adj. bad-tempered. difficult. and often do things that are mean
MR R ZH

spasm /'spzezom/ n. a sudden tightening of your muscles. which you cannot

control J&2=



