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Part A Dialogues

Interview; Star Gymnast Tries Balance Beam of Academics

Q (Question): First, a happy new year to you, too, Liu. How do you feel about studying in
Beida?

A (Answer): It's very challenging. I am busy every day. My courses, which include law,
contemporary Chinese, communications, and so on, are not that difficult, but I
spend a lot of time trying to catch up with my classmates.

Q: What is your daily campus life like?

A: I have classes to almost all day from Monday to Friday, mostly in the afternoons and evenings.
I'm free on Thursday. But like the others, I also have to bring a book to reserve my seat in big
classes with as many as 100 students, such as "A Brief Introduction to Mao Zedong
Thought."(Laughter)

Q: How did you make the decision to shift from being a professional gymnast to life as a full-

time student?

A: It is a natural change though it was difficult for me to make the final decision. For my part, I
have put a satisfying full-stop to my career by winning the world title. Now I have a second
long-dreamed-of goal: Study in university and earn some real and permanent wealth.

Q: And why did you choose to study journalism?

A: First, it's not that difficult to handle. Second, in this field, I have to learn as much knowledge
as I can in fields such as politics, economics, history and culture. Also, I began to take an
interest in journalism as a result of my contacts with reporters during my athletic career.

Q: Are you going to be a journalist in the future?

A: I cannot tell at the moment. But one thing is for sure, I am going to work as an international-
level gymnastics referee in the future. I think I will try to touch more fields before making the
final decision, such as trying my hand in film, or acting as a master of ceremonies (MC) on




TV — those sorts of things.
Q: Can you talk about your classes?

A: I'm in a big class with 38 others . I am the oldest and I'm the assistant monitor. Some of them
got top marks in their provinces in the college entrance exams. We are a big happy family.
Interestingly, there are only five boys in the class! (Laughter)

Q: Sorry to be personal, but are you planning on finding a boyfriend this coming year?

A: Haha, I think, maybe. Let fate decide. Yes, I believe in fate.

Q: Have you made any new year's resolutions?

A:Actually, I've made several. Firstly, I will devote more time to my studies, especially to
English. Secondly, I hope to participate in more activities with my fellow students. I desire
more exposure to and exchanges with my fellow peers. Lastly, I hope audiences, especially
my young fellow students, will like my first try at film, in the movie "Swallow Flying South"
(Beiyan Nanfei), in which I will star as a country girl working in the city.

(503 words)

Answer the following questions according to Dialogue 1.

1. What is the star studying?

2. What is Liu going to do in the future?

3. How about Liu's class?

4. What does the star think of her life in the university?

5. What resolutions has she made in the coming year?

6. Make a lecture on your study by using examples from the dialogue or examples from your

own experiences.

How do you think of Liu's shift from being a professional gymnast to a full-time student? Have
you had the similar experiences?

Pt e Lot Sff.di,z,, is

Different Views about Examinations

A: Examinations do more harm than good!

B: I agree. We spend so much time revising for examinations that we haven't enough time for
new work!

C: 1 don't agree. Without exams, no one would do any revision. We would soon forget everything.

D: That's right. The only time I do any work is when there's going to be an exam! That's true of



b lish oy Gragdi; 3
Unit 1 Campus Lifel

everyone, isn't it?

A: No, 1 don't think so. Many people work steadily all the time, and they remember what they
learn. That's better than doing no work for weeks and then working all night before the
examination. If there were no exams, more people would work like that, don't you agree?

: No, I don't think so. I think many people wouldn't do any work at all. I know I wouldn't.

D: Of course not. Besides, without exams, how could an employer decide whether to give us

jobs?

@)

A: The teachers could write reports about us. Examinations can be unreliable, don't you think
s0? Our teachers know as well, don't they?
D: Yes, they do. That's why I would rather have an examination!

(192 words)

- Questions

Answer the following questions according to Dialogue 2.

1. Why do some students think that exams do more harm than good?

2. Why are some students for examinations?

3. What will some students do without examinations?

4. What will some people do for examinations?

5. What about the teachers' attitude towards examinations according to the passage?
6. Give a lecture in your class on your own understandings of examinations.

- Discussions

How can we balance examinations and study?

gymnast n. gz i

New Words | beam n. AR

and academics n. ¥R, FAHR ,

Expressions | reserve a seat o s
journalism n. FEhlk, HiE#
athletic a. BN
referee n. fREEA, HHR
try one's hand ik
a master of ceremonies (MC) THEFA
Let fate decide. CWF Ry, REER.
fellow peers k., MK, FE%
star v. EiE, #HEEMH

unreliable a. INal§Em



1. The final examination is drawing near. Student A is busy doing preparations, while Student B
is dawdling. Today is Saturday. A and B are having a dinner together and talking about the
examination.

2. The dormitory is small and crowded. Two students are going to rent an apartment outside.
They are talking about it.

3. Today is Mr. Wang's birthday. His classmates are going to hold a birthday party for him. Wang
and Ma are discussing the details.

Part B Passages

Troubled Students G_et Care

A recent survey shows that 16.5 percent of college students in Beijing have a medium to
high level of psychological problems. Female students, students from rural areas and sophomores
make up most of this group.

"College students experience major turning points in their lives; it is a time during which
they must gradually learn to be independent both financially and psychologically," said Wang
Jianzhong, from the psychological research center of the Beijing University of Aeronautics and

Astronautics.

"If they cannot adjust properly to these changes, they are likely to develop psychological
problems."

"Many of them appear to be fragile in the face of a much more competitive job market."

Fortunately, many universities and colleges nationwide are providing places for
psychologically-troubled students to turn to. Seventy percent of universities and colleges
nationwide offer optional courses on mental health, according to a report.

And 40 percent of them have set up mental health care institutions or organizations to help
out those who might encounter psychological problems.

"Every student needs, to some extent, to consult a psychologist if he or she cannot easily
handle his or her problems. It's never wise to adopt a stereotyped bias towards those who go to
a psychological clinic," said a teacher responsible for psychological consultation at Peking
University surnamed Wang.

"They are just as normal as most anyone else."

According to Wang, the problems most often haunting students are anxiety and depression
about interpersonal relationships, followed by love and career-related matters.
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China's mental health education for college students, initiated in Shanghai and Beijing in
recent years, is still in its infancy, a report from the conference stated.

In the US and UK the system is further along, with many universities and colleges appointing
one psychological;nsultant for every 1,500 students. And the services they offer to students
cover a broad ranOge of topics, including problems with sleep, attention and concentration,
obsessions, eating disorders, and severe winter blues.

(327 words)

Answer the following questions according to Passage 1.

1. What kind of students are easily suffering from psychological problems?

2. Why are quite a lot of students troubled by psychological problems?

3. What measures are the universities taking to help those psychologically-troubled students?
4. What are the problems most often haunting students?

5. What about the mental health education in foreign countries?

6. Make a dialogue with a partner and talk about college students' mental health in China.

—

Nowadays in China, more and more students are entering colleges and universities. Discuss the
significance of improving students' health (mental health and physical health).

University Helps One Grow, Learn

I always ask myself this question: Why am I spending these years in university? Am I here
merely to receive an education or to explore something unique?

It seems that our future goals are identical to those who don't enter college — material
comfort and social prestige.

So what on earth does university life count for? I had no idea when I commenced my
college life: But now I am quite confident in giving a speech on this topic.

Why? Because when I look back into the past years, several jewels of knowledge have
given me an answer. Consider my military training: We spent 20 days in a remote mountainous
area. The drills there were really arduous. High temperatures and shortage of water made our
life even tougher. It was under these conditions that we realized the importance of team spirit.
The strength of a whole is only the sum of its parts. This is one lesson I have gleaned from my
university experience. :

Study is always my major aim of college life. In addition, an active professional life fulfils



my practical needs. Taking my part-time job experience as an example. It was a market survey
on the applications of computer software. You can imagine how embarrassed I was the first time
I started a conversation with a customer. But the fear disappeared as the days went on. Now I
feel that communication with people is a pleasure. It helps me take a closer step in the real
world.

The world is a big family. People share the wealth, the environment, and the civilization of
this solitary globe. We must be kind to each other and live in harmony.

Well, it is clear that I have grown from a lonely and helpless freshman to an optimistic and
confident sophomore. So what has been the greatest change? That should be the realization of
my potential. And how am I unique? That should lie in my quest for happiness beyond superficial
desires. In this, I hope to find my place in the world.

Ladies and Gentlemen, universities are treasure troves, It is in the university that I benefited

from many precious experiences in both intellectual and emotional capacities.

It is also in the university that [ came to understand the world more. I assert that university
life is indispensable. The social and individual rewards are quite obyious.

So, to my young friends: Please cherish and enjoy your university life. And, in closing, I urge
my peers to look forward to the happy and productive days enjoyed by the graduates among us!

(434 words)

Answer the following questions according to Passage 2.

1. What is the author's attitude towards university life?

2. What does university life count for?

3. Why is the student quite confident in giving the speech?

4. What does the student do besides study?

5. What advice does the student give to his peers?

6. Make a dialogue with your classmate on the goal of your university life.

Universities are not isolated. They are part of the society and the students are supposed to be
committed to the society. How can a university student shift from competence (his /her knowledge)

to commitment?

rural a. £ T, HER
New Words sophomore n. KE¥_AFERE
and. fragile a. B, Wem
EXpressions | giereotyped a. FASMMRENRIAD, 25 LI
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bias n. R
haunting a. HIFTFhEbr, RB SN
interpersonal relationships ANBRE#&
career-related L= 2V 2= <: )
infancy ' n. g
obsession n. #4, EL
blues n. 4R, He, PLARAR & Hhikh
identical (to) a. [E—/, [FHERY |
prestige n. FE, ZE, BfE
commence v. k., EF
arduous a. W3hiy, FHHRY, KRR
glean v. B¥ERE, WE
solitary a. ¥k
trove n. #ERHKRE, WRARAE
indispensable a. AligR/DE), Ha3t LB
peer n. FFHA

-

1. Student A is a freshman in the university. He feels it difficult to deal with so many subjects.
Annoyed, he asks Student B, a senior, for help. ‘

2. Student A is in poor health. Student B suggests he eat a nutritious diet, do exercises regularly
and have a good rest. They are talking about it in great detail. |

3. Two students are going to graduate a month later. They have different opinions of the campus
life, but both of them agree that they have got a lot in the university.

Recite the first or second passage.
Part C Functions and Notions

Greeting, leave-taking, addressing and introduction are four major means of showing courtesy.
Here are some expressions of greeting, leave-taking, addressing and introduction that are helpful



in our communication.

Conversation 1

M: Hello!

W: Hello! How's life?

M: On top of the world, thanks.

Conversation 2
M: Nice to see you.
W: Good to see you, too.
- M: How's everything?
& W:Fine, just fine.
M: I'm glad to hear that.

Conversation 3

M: How are you?
W: Fine, thanks. And you?

M: Very well, thank you.

i | convérﬁﬁén 4

M: Hello! I trust you're keeping well?

W: Yes. I'm extremely well. Thank you. How is your life?

M: Not too bad, thanks.

Conversation 5
M: Fine day, isn't it?

W: Yeah, it's beautiful. How about going swimming with me?

M: It's my pleasure.
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Conversation 1
M: It's been good talking to you.

W: Me too.
M: See you around.
W: You bet.

‘Conversation 2
M: It seems to me that you haven't changed that much, and you look
still very young after so many years.
W: How nice you are! I'm very glad to hear that. Look, it's half past
8 a.m. I have to go. Well, hope to see you again soon.
M: Be in touch. '

Conversation 3

M: I'm sorry to interrupt you, because I got an emergency call
and I'm afraid I must be going now.

W: What a pity! Keep in touch, OK?

M: Sure.

Conversation 4

M: What do you think of the film, my dear?

W: It's wonderful! I'm really moved by the actor. Oh! My dear, it's
dark now. It's time I went home.

M: OK, I will be with you home.

Conversation 5 !

M: Thank you very much for your delicious dinner. Well, it's too
late. I think it's time for us to leave now. '

W: Oh, why not have some fruits? I have already prepared for the two kids.

M: It's a good idea, but they will have an exam tomorrow.




Conversation 1

M: Hello, everybody. It is my pleasure to be your English teacher
this term. My name is Tom. What's your name, please?

W: My name is Maggie. Good morning, teacher.

Conversation 2

M: Here is an application form for you to fill in.

W: Sorry, sir. I'm an illiterate.

M: OK, I'll do that for you. First your name, please?
W: Maggie.

Conversation 3

W: How nice to meet you, Mr. Smith! I've heard a lot about you.
M: It's also my great pleasure to meet you here.

W: May I call you John?

M: Certainly.

Conversation 4 5

W: First, let me introduce myself to you. My name is Maggie. How
about you?

M: I'm John.

W: Hi! John, nice to meet you.

M: Glad to meet you, too.

Conversation 5
M: May I know your name, please?
~ 'W: I'm Maggie.
M: Why do you come to Britain to study?
W: Because my major is English, I want to have the real sense of
it in Britain.




