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Over the past thirty years with rapid
growth of the economy in China and frequent
cultural exchanges between China and
other countries, the contemporary Chinese
ceramic culture has presented bright features
characterized by diversity in art styles and
individuality in creative practices. As everyone
knows, the ceramic art is both the historical
wealth of the Chinese ceramic culture through
thousands of years and the great'achievement of
the contemporary artists.

Taking a panoramic view of the Chinese
ceramic art today, we are surely impressed that
1t 1s a great time of inheritance and innovative
practices. As being a carrier of the national
traditional culture, the ceramic art has already
become the representation of the wisdom and
creativeness of the Chinese people and an
integral part of the Chinese culture system.
Throughout our history., the innovative
practices have been carried out in each phase
of our history. The ceramic artists tfrom the
traditional ceramic centers have blended their
comprehensions about the traditional Chinese
ceramic culture and the spiritual demands
and aesthetic aspirations of the contemporary
people into their creative practices. They have
furthered what they have inherited from their
tather generations and realized their perfect
combination of the traditional technologies and
contemporary conceptions.

By comparison, the ceramic artists from
universities and academies., who have been
more frequently influenced by the Western
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art conceptions, mostly prefer advocating
the individualized creative concepts in the
collisions and integrations between the
Chinese and Western cultures. They advocate
a breakthrough of the expressive forms
of traditional materials and try to give the
contemporary ceramic art new languages
and new life in creative ways for the purpose
that their works may have more diverse
forms of expression and more contemporary
characteristics. It has now proved that these
ceramic artists have not only reached their
targets in their creations, but also become
a powerful force in the development of the
Chinese ceramic art today.

It is quite natural that we may meet
any problems at any time. When falling into
any difficulties, the most important is that
we should try our best to improve our art
accomplishments while pondering over the
historical and artistic values of our ceramic art
and artworks in order to correct our direction
for further development. Basically speaking,
we should take our mutual efforts to develop
the contemporary Chinese ceramic art in a
positive way of thinking and working while
carrying forward our great historical traditions.
Eventually, it will undoubtedly become the
treasure of our national cultures.

Qin Xilin
Shanghai, China
December, 2013
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