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Brief Introduction

The Daohugou biota, about 40 million years earlier than the famous Jehol biota, flourished in the
Middle/Late Jurassic boundary, representing one of the most significant early assemblages of the Yanliao
biota. The Daohugou beds, yielding extremely abundant, diverse, and exceptionally well-preserved
fossils, are mainly distributed at the junction of Inner Mongolia, Liaoning, and Hebei provinces. A total
of 24 insect orders have been known, and it represents the most insect-rich faunas in the world.Fossil
vertebrates from this biota play a key role in revealing the evolution of feathered dinosaurs into birds, the
palaeodiversity of Mesozoic salamanders, pterosaurs, and mammals. In addition, it also harbors a wealth
of plant fossils, spores and fungi, making it a research hotspot for palaeontologists.

This book included a research history, formation background, introduction to stratigraphy and fossil
localities, isotopic chronology, fossil arthropods, fossil molluscs, fossil vertebrates, fossil plants, pollen
and spores, and fossil fungi, of the Daohugou biota. Based on the authors’ huge collection of tens of
thousands of Daohugou fossils, important achievements in the recent decade were systematically
expounded.
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