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&~ PREFACE

It was recorded in history that Lou Hu of the Han Dynasty (BC202-220) was honored as a
distinguished guest by Emperor Chengdi’s five uncles (Wang Tan of Lord Ping’a, Wang Shang of Lord
Chengdu, Wang Li of Lord Hongyang, Wang Gen of Lord Quyang and Wang Fengshi of Lord Gaoping).
Every morning, he would be granted a lot of delicious and unique ingredients and gifts when he visited
these five lord families, and then he would prepare fine cuisines with the ingredients. Such fine cuisines
were called *“Wu Hou Zheng” (meaning delicacies of five lords). It has been ten years since Zhejiang
Provincial Museum held “Home Treasures— An Exhibition on the Private Collected Gems of Zhejiang”,
and during this decade, “Exhibitions on Zhejiang Private Collected Gems Entering Museums™ were
held in succession in Zhejiang Provincial Museum. Meanwhile, ten atlases were compiled, the first
being A Collection of Porcelain and the tenth being Wu Hou Zheng (Delicacies of Five Lords). For
commemorating the event, the treasures of five master collectors in Zhejiang, namely Xu Guowen, Sun
Haifang, Di Xiubin, Zhou Xiaogang and Xu Qiming were gathered to become a fine cuisine of ancient
art works by Zhejiang Provincial Museum to feast the general public and those who care and support the
development of museums.

The five collectors, a representation of the collection culture of Zhejiang Province, were honored
five of “Ten Great Collectors™ by the general public in 2011. While managing their own business, they
collected the cultural relics with strong Chinese cultural flavors spreading all over the nation and the
world, not only for their own appreciation and studying, but for rewarding the society as well. Among
them, three have held the exhibitions of their collected items in Zhejiang Provincial Museum; one is
running a private museum and one is applying for setting up a private museum, which reflects their idea
of “Enjoyment of more people is better than the enjoyment of one.” For that end, Wu Hou Zheng—An
Atlas of the Exhibition Commemorating the Tenth Anniversary of Zhejiang Private Collected Gems
Entering Museums was compiled by Zhejiang Provincial Museum to popularize the collection culture
among the public.

As a first-class national museum and the state-level museum cooperated by the Central and local
governments, Zhejiang Provincial Museum is obligated to guide the sound development of private
collections, so Zhejiang Provincial Museum, together with Zhejiang TV Station in 2003, initiated relic
evaluation volunteer activities in the whole Province for half a year to help improve the connoisseurship
of the collectors. In 2004, “Home Treasures— An Exhibition on the Private Collected Gems of Zhejiang™
was held based on the activities. From these activities, we knew that private collectors tended to be blind

and speculative instead of having correct ideas and cognitions about collections. Therefore, by making



full use of the talents and the advantages of the national museum, inviting the professionals to help
evaluate, select the exhibits and help display, design and write, Zhejiang Provincial Museum organized
“Exhibitions on Zhejiang Private Collected Gems Entering Museums”, aiming to exhibit high standard
private collections with unique features, to impart the correct ideas of collections and to guide the sound
development of private collections.

The public show more demands and greater interest on culture with the rapid progress of economy
and the society, and it is the obligation of national museums to offer more and better exhibitions. The
private collections make up the gap in the collection of national museums to a certain degree; for instance,
the collections in Zhejiang Provincial Museum were supplemented by the porcelain of the imperial kilns
in the Ming and Qing Dynasties featured in Xu Qiming’s “A Collection of Porcelain™, the jade articles of
the Ming and Qing Dynasties and the royal court in Xu Guowen’s “Jade Blossom™, a collection of superb
mirrors featured in “Light Today on Ancient Mirrors™ of the Chinese Society for the Study of Bronze
Mirrors and various ancient ink stones in Fang Xiaoming’s “Ink Stones in Thousands of Postures™. These
private collections, after our organization, are integrated into the special collections serving the general
public and satisfying their growing desire for culture.

“Wu Hou Zheng— An Exhibition of Zhejiang Private Collected Gems Entering Museums™ marks
not only the last exhibition of its kind, but the tenth year for Zhejiang Provincial Museum to hold this
series of exhibitions. Therefore, a lot of topics deserve our study, e.g. the cultural and social significance
of private collections, the outlet for private collections, the evaluation of private collected relics and the
inbound and outbound policies of returned cultural relics. The five collectors would like to share their
stories with the public and arouse our thinking on many issues, and it is hoped that, in this way, the

collections in Zhejiang would be furthered and the collection culture of Zhejiang would be popularized.

Chen Hao
Curator of Zhejiang Provincial Museum

May 2014
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