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Chapter 1 Introduction of Cancer Epidemiology

Cancer epidemiology is a branch of epidemiology concerned with the disease
cancer. It is the study of the distribution of the disease cancer in populations with
ultimate goal to identify risk factors that may lead to early introduction of effective
preventive measures. Cancer epidemiology is a relatively new science, which has
matured only in the last half of the 20th century. Despite its youth, it has already
contributed greatly to our understanding of the causes of different types of cancers
and the evaluation of preventive measures.
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